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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “But” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine plural adjective MWROS, which means “foolish or stupid.”
- is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun ZĒTĒSIS.  In the Pastoral Epistles it denotes the investigation of religious or theological problems.  It is found in 1 Tim 6:4; 2 Tim 2:23; Tit 3:9.  The context permits other interpretations, such as: “controversial question, controversy, discussion, debate” Acts 15:2, 7; Jn 3:25.  There is nothing wrong with the investigation of theological problems.  That is what studying the word of God is about.  This is dealing with the problem of entering into “controversial theological debates.”
is the connective use of KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun GENEALOGIA, which it transliterated “genealogy” but means “and family histories.”  Earlier interpretations of this word in the second century A.D. by the Church Fathers had it referring to the Gnostic heresies of discovering to what Aeon a persons’ heritage belonged.  But by the 4th Century A.D. Jerome and others said that this referred to the Jewish practice of maintaining detailed families histories and lineage.

is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun ERIS, which means “quarrels; verbal fighting.”
is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun MACHĒ, meaning “battles, fighting, or strife.”  With this we have the feminine plural adjective NOMIKOS, meaning “legal” or “about the law.”  Together they mean “and legal battles.”
 is the second person singular present middle imperative from the verb PERIISTĒMI, which means “to avoid” in the middle voice.


The present tense can be a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur or a gnomic aorist for a command that continues to exist throughout the Church Age.


The middle voice indicates that all of us are intimately involved in and personally responsible for producing the action.  We must do this for ourselves; no one else can do this for us.


The imperative mood is a command.

“But avoid stupid controversial theological debates and family histories and verbal fighting and legal debates;”
is the postpositive explanatory use of the particle GAR, meaning “For; you see” plus the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “they are.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a state or condition, which perpetually exists.  This is also an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a fact.

The active voice indicates that all the things previously mentioned produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

 is the predicate nominative from the feminine plural adjective ANWPHELES, which means “useless; harmful.”  Both are true, but “harmful” is the more important use of the word here.

is the simple connective KAI, “and” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine plural adjective MATAIOS, which means “idle, empty, fruitless, useless, powerless, lacking truth, worthless.”  Here it means “useless.”  It is true that these things are fruitless in the production of divine good, and that they are powerless in that they derive us of the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit through getting us into sins of arrogance and anger.  But the best overall concept to describe all of these things is useless or worthless; for they add nothing to our spiritual life and only detract from it.

“for they are harmful and useless.”
Tit 3:9 corrected translation
“But avoid stupid controversial theological debates and family histories and verbal fighting and legal debates; for they are harmful and useless.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul gives Titus (and by extension all pastors and Church Age believers) four areas that they are to avoid.


a.  Controversial theological debates.



(1)  Many theologians make their living by getting involved in theological debates and controversies.  The professional literature is full of these debates.



(2)  These debates are harmful to the pastor because they distract him from focusing on teaching the truth of the word of God.



(3)  No one changes their mind because they have lost a debate.  They only find more excuses to believe what they want to believe.



(4)  People do what they want to do, believe what they want to believe, think what they want to think.



(5)  Positive volition accepts the teaching of the word of God.  Negative volition rejects it no matter what we say.



(6)  The teacher of the word of God is not to waste their time with those who are negative.  Lk 10:10-16, “But whatever city you enter and they do not receive you, go out into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your city which clings to our feet we wipe off in protest against you; yet be sure of this, that the kingdom of God has come near.’  I say to you, it will be more tolerable in that day for Sodom than for that city.  Woe to you, Chorazin.  Woe to you, Bethsaida.  For if the miracles had been performed in Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.  But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the judgment than for you.  And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you?  You will be brought down to Hades.  The one who listens to you listens to Me, and the one who rejects you rejects Me; and he who rejects Me rejects the One who sent Me.”


(7)   2 Tim 2:23, “But excuse yourself from foolish and undisciplined controversies, knowing that they give birth to useless battles.”

b.  Family histories.



(1)  Our family heritage or lack of family heritage is meaningless in the plan of God.  Each man stands before the Lord on his own merits.



(2)  Our spiritual life is based upon who and what we are, what we think, what we believe, what we say, how we act.  Our spiritual life is not based upon what our father or grandfather or great grandfather did or failed to do.  There is nothing wrong with being proud of our family heritage, but it adds or subtracts nothing from our spiritual life.



(3)  The Jews became preoccupied with their family heritage rather than their spiritual heritage and missed the whole point of being the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  The Jewish heritage was based upon faith in Christ, not physical descent.



(4)  1 Tim 1:4-7, “nor become occupied with myths and endless genealogies, which category of things [false doctrines] are the cause of useless speculation rather than the dispensation of God [Church Age doctrine] which comes by means of doctrine.   But the objective of preaching is love from a pure heart and from a good conscience and from doctrine without hypocrisy.  From which some pastors having deviated [into Reversionism] they themselves have turned to ineffective teaching, desiring to be teachers of the Law, since they do not understand either what they are teaching or concerning things about which they speak dogmatically.”

c.  Verbal fighting.



(1)  This refers to verbal controversies and fighting over what the Bible says.  Pastors, theologians, or believers for that matter, are never commanded to argue over the word of God.  The pastor’s job is to teach the word of God, not to argue about it.  The same is true for believers.  We are not to try to prove doctrine to others.  If they reject it, let them reject it and move on.



(2)  Verbal fighting is motivated by self-righteous arrogance.  It produces anger, hatred, and often motivates revenge.  No one is in fellowship who argues about the Bible.



(3)  2 Tim 2:14-17a, 23, “Be adjuring [command as if under oath] them [royal family] in the presence of the God, that it is non-beneficial [useless] to resist doctrine and leads to the destruction of the hearers.  Be diligent to present yourself approved to the God, a teacher not put to shame, accurately and skillfully exegeting the Word with reference to its doctrine.  Keep on avoiding anti-doctrinal empty talk [in preaching], for they will get deeper into reversionism, in fact, their teaching will spread like cancer.”


(4)  Jam 4:1, “What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you?  Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members?”

d.  Legal debates.



(1)  Christians are to stay out of court.



(2)  1 Cor 6:1-8, “Does any one of you, when he has a case against his neighbor, dare to go to law before the unrighteous and not before the saints?  Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world?  If the world is judged by you, are you not competent to constitute the smallest law courts?  Do you not know that we will judge angels?  How much more matters of this life?  So if you have law courts dealing with matters of this life, do you appoint them as judges who are of no account in the church?  I say this to your shame.  Is it so, that there is not among you one wise man that will be able to decide between his brethren, but brother goes to law with brother, and that before unbelievers?  Actually, then, it is already a defeat for you, that you have lawsuits with one another.  Why not rather be wronged?  Why not rather be defrauded?  On the contrary, you yourselves wrong and defraud.  You do this even to your brethren.”


(3)  We have no business suing anyone in court.  The Lord will make up our losses.  We are to depend upon His justice, not our revenge.



(4)  Believers certainly have the right to defend themselves from false allegations, slander, public lies, etc., just as Paul did in his various trials before the Sanhedrin and Roman courts.  But believers don’t need to go to court for the purpose of financial gain.

2.  All these things are both harmful and useless to the pastor and to the believer.


a.  They are harmful because:



(1)  They detract from studying, teaching, and learning the word of God.



(2)  They lead to carnality, reversionism, and Christian degeneracy.



(3)  They damage our spiritual life.



(4)  They hinder our spiritual growth.



(5)  They keep us from our blessings for time.


(6)  They hinder our rapport with God.



(7)  They stop us from using unconditional virtue-love as a problem solving device.



(8)  They produce self-righteous arrogance in our soul.


b.  They are useless because:



(1)  They prevent our spiritual advance.



(2)  They do nothing to edify us or the other person.



(3)  They contribute nothing to our spiritual self-confidence.



(4)  They hinder our personal love for God.



(5)  They stop our obedience to God’s word.



(6)  They cause us to get our eyes on self or others or both.



(7)  They neither help us or the one with whom we are fighting.



(8)  They keep us from glorifying God.



(9)  They keep us from being occupied with Christ.
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