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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the very strong objective negative adverb OUK, which means “no, not” and slams the door shut.  With this we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of means from the neuter plural noun ERGON, meaning “works.”  It is translated “not by means of works.”  The placement of this phrase first in this clause indicates its premier importance in the thought of Paul.  The absolute nature of the negative OUK indicates that salvation is never by means of works.  “Works” here is a reference to the works of righteousness, which we have done–our human good–which is never equal to the imputed righteousness of God, given to us at the moment of faith alone in Christ.

“not by means of works,”
 is the appositional genitive of the neuter plural article with the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “the ones in the sphere of righteousness.”  The appositional use of the article introduces a parenthesis.

is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, which means “which” and refers back to the neuter plural noun ERGON, “works.”  With this we have the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “we” plus the aorist active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do: have done.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which places a slight emphasis on the conclusion or results of a completed action.  The action here is our performance of good works during our life.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”

The active voice indicates that all people produce this action but here it applies specifically to all believers prior to becoming believers.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“(the ones in righteousness which we have done),”
is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but.”
is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the neuter singular article and noun ELEOS with the intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a third person personal pronoun.  The phrase is translated “on the basis of His mercy.”

Rom 15:9, “And that the Gentiles might glorify the God [Jesus Christ] for His mercy, just as it stands written [Psalms 18:49], “Because of this [imputed blessing] I will praise You among the Gentiles [believers in David’s court], and I will sing hymns to Your Person [Jesus Christ].”

Eph 2:4-5, “But God [F], who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He has loved us, even when we were dead in transgressions [spiritual death], He [the Father via the Holy Spirit] caused us to made alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved).”

1 Pet 1:3, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,”

Rom 11:30-31, “For just as at one time [Jewish Age] you [Gentiles] had not believed in the God [Jesus Christ], but now [Church Age] you have received mercy because of their [Jew’s] unbelief, so also now [Church Age] these [Jews] have not believed in your time of mercy [times of Gentiles], in order that now [Church Age] they [Jewish remnant] also might receive mercy [evangelized by you the Gentiles].”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb SWIZW, which means “to save.”

The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist, which is used when a universal truth or generally accepted fact is stated.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

 is the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us.”
“but on the basis of His mercy He saved us”
is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the neuter singular noun LOUTRON, which means “through the bath, washing.”  The Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament based on Semitic Domains has this to say about LOUTRON, “ceremonial washing referring to baptism - ‘washing, baptism.’ Eph 5:26 says, “in order to dedicate it, having purified it by the washing of water by the word’... the phrase has been generally interpreted as a reference to baptism, since the literal washing of an object by means of water would not be a means of ritual purification in the sense in which the church would be dedicated or consecrated to God.  Similarly, in Tit 3:5,  has generally been regarded as referring to baptism. 

 is the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun PALINGENESIA, which means “of regeneration.”
 is the epexegetical use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is” plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular noun ANAKAINWSIS, which means “that is through the renewal.”
 is the genitive of production from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA and the adjective HAGIOS, which means “produced by the Holy Spirit.”
“through the washing of regeneration; that is, through the renewal produced by the Holy Spirit.”
Tit 3:5 corrected translation
“not by means of works (the ones in righteousness which we have done), but on the basis of His mercy He saved us through the washing of regeneration; that is, through the renewal produced by the Holy Spirit.”
Explanation:
1.  The phrase “not by means of works” is one of the central ideas of New Testament theology.


a.  Rom 3:20, “Therefore, by the works of the Law no human being shall be justified in His presence, for through the law is a consciousness of sin.”

b.  Rom 3:27-28, “Where then is [that] boasting?  It is excluded.  By what principle? That of works?  Definitely not.  But by the principle of faith.  We conclude then that man is justified by faith apart from the works of the Law.”

c.  Rom 4:2, “For assuming that Abraham has been justified by means of works, he has a basis for boasting, but not before God.”

d.  Rom 4:4, “But to him who works for salvation, his compensation is not credited according to grace but according to debt.”

e.  Rom 4:6, “Even as David also communicates the blessing to the man to whom the God credits divine righteousness apart from works.”

f.  Rom 9:11, “for though the twins had not yet been born, and though they had not yet accomplished anything good or evil, in order that the predetermined plan of God [decrees] might remain in status quo in relationship to election, not from works, but from Him Who elects.”

g.  Rom 9:31-32, “But Israel who ran after the Law with human self righteousness has not accomplished the purpose of the Law.  Why?  Because they did not pursue by means of faith, but as by means of works.  They have tripped over that rock of the stumbling [they have rejected Jesus Christ].”

h.  Rom 11:5-6, “Therefore, in the same manner also at this present period of time a remnant has come into existence according to a selection by means of grace.  Now if by means of grace [and it is], then not by means of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace [in itself].”

i.  Gal 2:16, “Furthermore we know that mankind is not justified by means of the works of the Law unless [he is justified] through faith in Jesus Christ, and so we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by means of the works of the Law, since by the works of the Law not any flesh will be justified.”

j.  Gal 3:2, “I want to learn only this from you: did you receive the Spirit because of the works of the Law or because of the message of faith?”

k.  Gal 3:5, “Therefore, He [the Lord Jesus Christ] who supplies the Spirit to you and works powers among you, [is it] because of the works of the Law or because of the message of doctrine?”

l.  Gal 3:10, “For you see, as many as are [trying to be saved] by the works of the Law, they are under a curse.  For it stands written, `Cursed is everyone who does not abide by everything which has been written in the book of the Law to do them.”

n.  Eph 2:8-9, “For you have been saved by grace through faith, and this [salvation] is not from yourselves; it is a gift from God, not by works, that no one should boast.”

o.  2 Tim 1:9, “who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus for all eternity,”

p.  Heb 6:1, “Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,”

q.  Heb 9:14, “how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”
2.  Salvation is a function of the mercy of God.


a.  The mercy of God is God’s grace in action.


b.  Grace is the function of the love of God, whether grace functions in punishment or in blessing.


c.  God is merciful toward us because He made the decision in eternity past to not only create us and give us free will and permit us to exercise that free will in rejection of Him (which created our total depravity), but He is merciful because He provided the only means by which we could be saved or delivered from that total depravity through faith in Christ.


d.  Total depravity is separation from God with absolutely no hope of having a relationship with God.  Faith in Christ is the only means of deliverance from total depravity.


e.  God loved us so much, even though we had rejected Him and entered a state of total hostility toward God, He found the only way of saving us from our terrible condition.


f.  The means of salvation was provided by the spiritual separation and spiritual death of His uniquely born Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, as a substitute for us.


g.  The second person of the Trinity, the Lord Jesus Christ, of His own free will, agreed in eternity past to go to the Cross and receive the imputation and judgment of all our sins as a substitute for us.


h.  The result of our Lord’s spiritual death and judgment is that anyone who simply believes in Him apart from depending upon their own good works, their own human deeds of goodness, their own honor, integrity and virtue will have eternal life.


i.  This offer of deliverance from spiritual death and total depravity includes the offer of eternal life with God.  This offer of eternal life is the function of the love of God.  The provision of eternal life from the love of God is a manifestation of the grace of God; for God did not have to save us.


j.  God has also promised an eternal life of ultimate pain for all those who decide to remain in their spiritual death and total depravity by assigning them forever to an eternal lake of fire.  The love of God does not wish that any should perish, but permits the free will of man to make his own choice of where he wishes to spend eternity.


k.  Therefore, God is merciful to us in that He provides the means of deliverance from eternal damnation of the lake of fire for all those in spiritual death and total depravity.


l.  God saves us because He loves us.  Because He loves us, He is gracious toward us.  Therefore, eternal salvation from spiritual death and total depravity is by grace through faith and totally apart from works, which we have done.

3.  Salvation is through the washing of regeneration.


a.  This is a word picture of our eternal salvation.  Regeneration is a reference to the recreation and function of the human spirit in the immaterial part of man.  Man was originally created with a body, soul, and human spirit.  This is called trichotomy.  When the man and woman sinned in the Garden of Eden, the human spirit ceased to exist.  It died.  Man’s new status without a human spirit is called dichotomy.  Regeneration is the act of God the Holy Spirit whereby He creates an immaterial human spirit and gives it to every person the moment they believe in Christ.


b.  But not only does God the Holy Spirit create the human spirit, He also imputes eternal life to that human spirit, which makes the believer come alive spiritually.  The act of creating the human spirit in a spiritually dead unbeliever and imputing spiritual life to that human spirit is called regeneration.


c.  The word picture of washing is an analogy to being cleansed or purified from all wrongdoing (1 Jn 1:9) as a part of the process of regeneration.  Just as we are washed, cleansed, purified from all sinfulness when we acknowledge our sins to God, so we are washed, cleansed, purified from all sin at the moment we believe in Christ.


d.  Some theologians, pastors, and commentators on the Bible equate the washing of regeneration with the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  This is totally wrong.



(1)  The Greek word for baptism means to identify one thing with another.  It has nothing to do with water or taking a bath or cleansing.



(2)  Baptismal regeneration is a long standing heresy of the Roman Catholic Church, which teaches that a person is not saved unless they have been baptized with water (then people argue over whether sprinkling is good enough or whether the whole person must be submersed under water).



(3)  The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the act of God the Holy Spirit entering us into union with Christ.  No water is involved and no washing is involved.


e.  Tit 3:5 clearly says that regeneration is the renewal of the Holy Spirit.  God the Holy Spirit renews the existence and function of the human spirit in the person who believes in Christ.  This is regeneration.  The baptism of the Spirit is the Holy Spirit putting us into union with Christ.

f.  The washing away of the state of sinfulness and total depravity is equated with the renewal of the Holy Spirit and is called regeneration because it is a part of the whole process of regeneration.  The entire process of regeneration includes: making our faith in Christ effective for salvation; removing from us the spiritual death and condemnation as a result of the imputation of Adam’s sin to our sin nature; regenerating and activating a human spirit within us; imputing God’s very own righteousness to us; and God giving us His own eternal life.

g.  These things just described are the renewal produced by the Holy Spirit.
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