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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive  conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the first person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: we kept on being.”

The imperfect tense is a durative imperfect or a progressive imperfect of duration.  An act, which began in the past, is depicted as having continued over a period of time up to some undefined point.  The emphasis is upon the fact that the action endured through a period of time.


The active voice indicates that all believers produced the action of once being the things mentioned in the rest of this verse.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

is the adverb of time POTE, which means “once, formerly, at that time” with the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”
is the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “we” plus the predicate nominative plural from the adjective ANOĒTOS, which means “unthinking; unintelligent, or foolish.”
“For formerly we also kept on being unthinking,”
is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective APEITHĒS, which means “disobedient” and also used in an absolute sense in Lk 1:17; Tit 1:16.

 is the predicate nominative masculine plural present passive participle from the verb PLANAW, which means “to go astray, to be misled, to be deluded.”

The nominative masculine plural refers to all members of the human race generally, but specifically here to all members of the royal family of God prior to believing in Christ.


The present tense is a gnomic present for a commonly accepted fact, a state or condition that perpetually existed as unbelievers.


The passive voice indicates that all of us received the action of being deluded by our own arrogance and sin nature.


The participle is used as a substantival participle, functioning as a noun.

 is the predicate nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb DOULEUW, which means “to be a slave to something or someone; to serve; to obey.”

The nominative masculine plural refers to all members of the royal family of God prior to believing in Christ.


The present tense is a gnomic present as above.


The active voice indicates that all of us produced the action of being slaves to the lust pattern of the sin nature.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the dative indirect object from the feminine plural noun EPITHUMIA, meaning “lusts, desires.”
is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the dative indirect object from the feminine plural noun HĒDONĒ, meaning “pleasures” and the adjective POIKILOS, meaning “of various kinds, diversified, manifold.”
“disobedient, misled, slaves to desires and various pleasures,”
is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun KAKIA, meaning “evil” joined by the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the masculine singular noun PHTHONOS, meaning “jealousy.”  It is translated “in the sphere of evil and jealousy.”  This phrase is connected with the following participle.

 is the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb DIAGW, which means “to live in the sense of spending one’s life doing a thing.”

The nominative masculine plural refers to all believers as unbelievers.


The present tense is a gnomic present as above.


The active voice indicates that all unbelievers produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective STUGĒTOS, which means “hated ones, hateful, or abominated.”  This word is much stronger than the word MISEW which follows and also means “to hate.”
 is the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb MISEW, which means “to hate; detest; abhor.”

The nominative masculine plural refers to all believers prior to becoming believers.


The present tense is a gnomic present as above.


The active voice indicates that all believers produced the action as unbelievers.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the accusative direct object from the first person masculine plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, which means “one another.”
“spending our lives in the sphere of evil and jealousy, hated ones, hating one another.”
Tit 3:3 corrected translation
“For formerly we also kept on being unthinking, disobedient, misled, slaves to desires and various pleasures, spending our lives in the sphere of evil and jealousy, hated ones, hating one another.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul lists the characteristics of the believer prior to salvation; that is, the unbeliever.  There are seven characteristics.

2.  Unbelievers are unthinking.


a.  The old sin nature functions based on the lusts, the desires, and the emotions of the soul.  The mind simply responds to what the lust pattern of the sin nature wants.  The mind figures out how to get what the emotions and lust pattern want.


b.  This is pseudo-thinking, the thinking of the sin nature controlling the soul.  There is no honor, virtue, integrity or courage involved in this thinking.  This thinking is self-absorbed, self-justifying, self-gratifying, and blind to its own evil.


c.  This person wants others to think well of him or her, but in the end could care less what others think as long as he or she gets what they want.  This thinking is selfish, arrogant, and preoccupied with itself.


d.  This thinking has no problem solving ability; it only creates greater problems.


e.  Even when the sin nature gets what it wants, it is not satisfied.  It wants more.  So this thinking is never content, never happy.


f.  This thinking is evil because it seeks to make others think that it really cares about them, when in reality it only cares about itself and what others can do for it.  This is why a believer should never marry an unbeliever.
3.  Unbelievers are disobedient.


a.  Disobedience is the unwillingness to do what others in authority want you to do.  Disobedience is deliberately doing something wrong because we refuse to do what is required of us.


b.  Unbelievers are disobedient to the known will of God to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  This takes two forms:



(1)  Some unbelievers want to know absolutely nothing about God and could care less about Him.  They only care about themselves and are only interested in what they want.



(2)  Some unbelievers are curious about God, but when they find out about the Lord Jesus Christ and the availability of salvation, they could care less.


c.  The old sin nature rebels against authority from the moment in begins to function at physical birth.  The sin nature naturally hates authority.


d.  Total depravity rejects every authority it comes into contact with, unless that authority scares the old sin nature into submission.


e.  One of the great issues of the angelic conflict is Satan’s rejection of the authority of God.  This issue is extended into human history as a central issue in Satan’s appeal trial.  Satan seeks to prove that it is perfectly normal and natural for all creatures to rebel against the authority of God.  Therefore, every time a person obeys the will of God by believing in Christ, Satan is proved wrong again.

4.  Unbelievers are misled, led astray, and deluded.


a.  People can be misled by others or they can mislead themselves.  Both cases are true of the unbeliever.


b.  Unbelievers are gullible to the lie of Satan that they do not need a relationship with God.


c.  Unbelievers are deluded by their own blind arrogance.


d.  Unbelievers are misled by evil in the cosmic system.  They see Satanic good and human good and call it “good” and think it is wonderful, when in fact it is the worst thing that could possibly be happening.


e.  The old sin nature misleads the unbeliever into thinking that what he is thinking and doing is acceptable, good, natural, normal, etc.


f.  The sin nature deludes the unbeliever into thinking there are no consequences to his actions, that there is no heaven or hell, that there is no God or that God will never permit him to suffer for eternity.


g.  The unbeliever in turn misleads others both knowingly and unknowingly.  Some unbelievers use the Church as a means by which they can mislead others for financial gain or to gain and maintain power and influence.  Some unbelievers unknowingly mislead others by evangelizing them into Satan’s cosmic system through philosophy, socialism, altruism, and other forms of evil thinking.

5.  Unbelievers are slaves to their desires and various pleasures.


a.  The unbeliever has no control over their desires and pleasure lust.  Whatever the sin nature wants, they will do.


b.  The unbeliever has no self-restraint except for fear of the consequences of an action; that is, what some authority may do to them.

c.  The old sin nature goes after its desires and pleasures with a vengeance.


d.  Pleasure lust is the desire to do what you want because it makes you feel good.  Pleasure lust does not have to be sinful.  Pleasure lust can and does include all kinds of very nice and wonderful things, like skiing, hiking, camping, fishing, golfing, watching TV, spending time with the family, etc.


e.  There is nothing wrong with pleasure.  Pleasure in itself is not sinful or evil.  The problem comes when God is set aside for pleasure.  Whenever we put our desire for the things we enjoy ahead of our desire to do the will of God, then pleasure lust has taken over control of our soul.


j.  The issue is priorities.  The desire to engage in the things we enjoy is fine, as long as it does not interfere with God’s will for our life—like learning the word of God on a daily basis or prayer for others.
6.  Unbelievers spend their lives in evil and jealousy.


a.  The old sin nature calls evil “good” and divine good “evil.”  Evil is a system of thinking which combines arrogance with what appears to be honorable and good.


b.  The sin nature spends its life learning about evil, practicing evil, and evangelizing other to become evil.


c.  Evil is all that man by man efforts can do to improve his situation in life.


d.  Evil is all the Satan by Satan’s efforts can do to control the world.


f.  Evil appears to be good, when it is not.  Evil is sin combined with arrogance.  Evil is human good combined with arrogance.


g.  Jealousy is one of the key motivators of the sin nature.  Jealousy wants approbation from others.  Jealousy demands attention from others.  Jealousy wants what others have.  Jealousy becomes angry when it does not get what it wants.  Jealousy was one of Satan’s original motivations.  Jealousy always goes hand-in-hand with bitterness.  Jealousy is the thinking of evil.


h.  Bitterness is the motivation that occurs when jealousy doesn’t get what it wants.

7.  Unbelievers are hated by others.


a.  Unbelievers are hated by other unbelievers.


b.  People generally don’t like the function of other people’s sin natures.


c.  There may be compatibility of sin natures with a few people.  But everyone, sooner or later, lets their sin nature get out of control, so that no one can stand them.  When this happens we are hated by others.

8.  Unbelievers hate one another.


a.  Most people hate each other.  We are taught very early in life to disguise our hateful thoughts of others.  Our sin nature naturally hates others.


b.  We hate others because they have what we don’t have.  We hate others because they don’t believe what we believe.  We hate others because we think we are better than they are.  We hate others because we are in constant inordinate competition with them.


c.  Hatred is a normal and natural function of the sin nature.


d.  The Satanic system of thinking tries to keep this hatred under control through various other systems of thinking.  But whenever it becomes expedient, the sin nature justifies hatred and acts upon it.


e.  Hatred can only be overcome in the soul through the power of the filling and influence of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul.


f.  Unbelievers can whitewash their hatred, but they have no means of controlling it other than fear of retribution for acting on it.  This is the function of capital punishment under the laws of divine establishment—to keep the hatred of the sin nature under control.

9.  All these characteristics are true of the believer when he is out of fellowship with God.  Why would any of us want to go back to this type of lifestyle?  Believers do so because they want to and because of blind arrogance and the arrogance of ignorance.  The old sin nature wants to go back to the way things use to be before God the Holy Spirit took over influence of the thinking at salvation.  And this verse describes the way things used to be prior to salvation.
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