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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1


 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective HAIRETKOS (from which we derive the word heretic).  It means someone who causes factions or divisions among people.  In English we use the word factious or divisive.  With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “man.”  Together they should be translated “a divisive man” or “a man who causes divisions.”

a.  Compare 1 Cor 1:10-13, “Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment.  For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels among you.  Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying, ‘I am of Paul,’ and ‘I of Apollos,’ and ‘I of Cephas,’ and ‘I of Christ.’  Has Christ been divided?  Paul was not crucified for you, was he?  Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?”

b.  1 Cor 11:18-19, “For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that divisions exist among you; and in part I believe it.  For there must also be factions among you, so that those who are approved may become evident among you.”

c.  Jude 1:19, “These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit.”
is the preposition META plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time, meaning “behind, after.”  With this we have the feminine singular cardinal adjective numeral HEIS, meaning “one, first” with the connective use of KAI, “and” and the ordinal adjective DEUTEROS, meaning “second.”  With these adjectives we have the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the feminine singular noun NOUTHESIA, which means “admonition, instruction, or warning.”  The phrase is translated “after a first and second warning.”
is the second person singular present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb PARAITEOMAI, which means “decline, reject, refuse,” but is used here in the sense of “to discharge, dismiss, drive out” someone.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The middle-passive deponent is middle in form but active in meaning—Titus being expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Tit 3:10 corrected translation
“Reject the man who causes divisions after a first and second warning.”
Explanation:
1.  Parallel Scripture.


a.  Mt 18:15-16, “If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother.  But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed.”


(1)  Mt 18:15-16 sets the standard for the dispensation of the hypostatic union, the tribulation, and the millennium, but not the Church Age.



(2)  However, it does demonstrate the two attempts to warn a fellow-believer that they are creating a problem.  In this way it sets a standard for our verse—after a first and second warning.

b.  Lk 17:3, “Be on your guard.  If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him.”


(1)  This passage also gives the standards expected outside the dispensation of the Church.



(2)  However, it emphasizes the importance of forgiveness which is required of us during the Church Age, if he accepts the first or second warning.


c.  2 Thes 3:14-15, “Furthermore, if anyone does not obey our command through this letter, make a note to yourself concerning this one not to associate with him in order that he might be made ashamed.  And yet do not regard [him as an enemy but warn [him] as a fellow believer.”


(1)  This passage teaches the principle of dissociation from those who are negative to doctrine; that is, disobeying the word of God.


(2)  The important standard here is that they have rejected to teaching of the word of God and demonstrate this by their disobedience to the word of God.


(3)  We are not to have fellowship (socialize) with those who reject the teaching of the word of God.



(4)  We are not to treat them as enemies.  We are expected to warn them.  Our passage (in Titus) tells us how many times we are expected to warn them that they are negative to the teaching of the word of God—twice.  If they listen to the warning and become positive, then we are expected to forgive them for anything they might have done wrong toward us.  If they refuse to listen after two warnings, then we are to separate ourselves from them, but not to treat them as enemies.


c.  Rom 16:17, “Now I urge you, brethren, look out for those who are causing dissensions and apostasies contrary to doctrine which you have learned.  In fact, be turning away from them.”


(1)  This verse reiterates the command to watch out for those who are negative to the teaching of the word of God.  It also expands this concept to those who cause divisions or dissensions in the local church.  It also includes those who teach apostasies to others in the local church.



(2)  This passage does not teach excommunication of these believers, but turning away or dissociation or separating ourselves from them.


d.  1 Cor 11:19 teaches that factions are necessary to exist in the local church, “For there must also be factions among you, so that those who are approved may become evident among you.”


(1)  This passage teaches that it is necessary for factions to exist in a local church, so that those who are positive to the teaching of the word of God may stand out from those who are negative.



(2)  Every church has those who are negative to the teaching and those who are positive.  Just as believers and unbelievers are permitted to exist in the world, so negative and positive volition should be permitted to exist in a local church.



(3)  This passage does not teach excommunication.  It teaches separation from those who are negative to doctrine.


e.  Gal 6:1, “Brethren, if in fact a friend has been detected in a certain transgression, you, the spiritual ones, may restore such a one with a state of mind of humility, watching yourself that you are also not tempted.”


(1)  This passage teaches that the positive believer has the option of attempting to help restore the negative believer.



(2)  The danger is in falling into the trap of judging the carnal or negative believer and thus becoming sinful ourselves.

2.  Our passage gives a clear command to reject the believer who is negative to doctrine and causing divisions in the local church.  This verse applies to the believer deliberately causing divisions in a church.  It does not apply to every believer who commits sin.  Why?  We all sin.  If we all reject each other, then we have no church, no body of Christ, no assembling of ourselves together.


a.  Rejection comes in two forms.



(1)  We make a mental determination in our own soul to separate ourselves from the teachings, suggestions, and advise of the one causing the division in the church.



(2)  We make a physical separation from the person causing the division in the church and do not socialize with them.


b.  Rejection does not give us the right to have any mental attitude, verbal, or overt sin toward the one causing the division.  Rejection does not give us the right to judge, malign, criticize, ridicule, blame, or vilify anyone.


c.  Rejection means separation from the factious believer.  We do not judge that believer, when we separate from them.  We do and say nothing.  We simply get away from them, so that we are not associated with them in any way when the divine punishment comes upon them.  If the person happens to be a member of our own family, then we have a serious problem and cannot separate from them, but must treat them in unconditional virtuous love.

3.  We are obligated to try to warn fellow-believers we know that they are causing divisions in the local church.


a.  This is really the job of the leadership in the church, and should be done by the pastor, the deacons, or those who are spiritually mature and know what they are doing.


b.  Do not tell other believers, whom you do not know, how to live their life before the Lord.  It is none of your business.  Do not tell other believers, whom you do know, how to live their life before the Lord.  It is none of your business.


c.  However, if we know the doctrine, understand the doctrine, and can apply the doctrine correctly, then we can warn fellow-believers in our local church when they are causing divisions.  We can also bring the information to the leadership of the local church and let them deal with it.  However, there better be two other witnesses with you, when you do that, or your witness has no validity before God.
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