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 is the second person singular present active imperative from the verb HUPOMIMNĒISKW, which means “to remind someone of something” with the accusative of persons following the verb.


The present tense is a durative present for something begun in the past which continues in the present.  It is also an iterative present for an action, which recurs at successive intervals.


The active voice indicates that Titus is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

is the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “them.”
 is the dative of indirect object from the feminine plural nouns ARCHĒ, meaning “rulers” and the noun EXOUSIA, meaning “authorities.”
 is the present passive infinitive from the verb HUPOTASSW, which means “to obey.”

The present is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The passive voice indicates that the members of Titus’ congregation are to produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect object, which is also called a complementary infinitive, which is used to complete the meaning of the main verb.
“Remind them to obey rulers, authorities”
 is the present active infinitive from the verb PEITHARCHEW, which means “to be obedient.”

The present is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that the members of Titus’ congregation are to produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect object, which is also called a complementary infinitive, which is used to complete the meaning of the main verb.
is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of purpose from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “all or every” plus the noun ERGON, meaning “work, production” and the adjective AGATHOS, meaning “intrinsic good.”  The phrase is translated “for the purpose of every good production.”  This is a reference to the production of divine good in the spiritual life.

 is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective ETOIMOS, meaning “ready, prepared.”
 is the present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, which means “to be.”

The present is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that the members of Titus’ congregation are to produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect object, which is also called a complementary infinitive, which is used to complete the meaning of the main verb.
“to be obedient, to be ready for the purpose of every good production,”
Tit 3:1 corrected translation
“Remind them to obey rulers, authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for the purpose of every good production,”
Explanation:
1.  No chapter break is required here, but we have an uninspired one.


a.  Paul’s thought continues right along.


b.  He just spoke about Titus not allowing anyone to disregard his authority.


c.  Paul continues with the subject of authority orientation in general.


d.  For his example, he uses the illustration of obedience to government officials.


e.  “Rulers” are equivalent to our President, Governor, or Mayor.


f.  “Authorities” would be equivalent to our tax collector, a board of regents, magistrates, or other subordinate positions of authority in civil government.

g.  The general principle is “to be obedient.”
2.  Titus is ordered to “remind them.”  Notice that this is a command to Titus to repeat a doctrine already taught, already learned, already inculcated, and already metabolized by the members of his congregation.  

a.  Repetition is defined as the act of repeated utterance; therefore, reiteration.


b.  The principle of repetition is what you learn after you know it all.


c.  The reason for repetition is that the rate of learning must exceed the rate of forgetting for the inculcation of the word of God.


d.  The inculcation of doctrine is designed to impress the stream of consciousness with epignosis knowledge of Bible doctrine by repeated teaching of a pertinent subject.



(1)  Inculcation is the difference between a well informed congregation and a great congregation.



(2)  Repetition is the only way to teach a congregation which is on different levels of the spiritual life and spiritual growth.  



(3)  We cannot apply what we do not learn.  Only what has been learned and remembered can be applied to life.



(4)  We can only apply what we do not forget.  Consequently, repetition never bothers a positive, advancing believer; that is, a believer with spiritual momentum.



(5)  Repetition is necessary in everything in life to become proficient at what we do.



(6)  Lam 3:20-26, “Surely my soul remembers and is humbled within me.

This I recall to mind, therefore I have confidence.  The unfailing mercies of the Lord never cease, For His compassions never fail.  They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.  My soul says, ‘The Lord is my portion, therefore I have confidence in Him.’  The Lord is good to those who trust in Him, to the soul who seeks Him.  It is good both to wait and to be silent for the deliverance of the Lord.”



(a)  We can never learn in arrogance, humility is necessary.




(b)  Repetition produces retention, which produces confidence.  Bible doctrine that we can recall under pressure and have confidence in is the doctrine we will use in life.




(c)  Having confidence in the Lord is occupation with Him.



(7)  2 Pet 1:13-15, “Moreover I consider it my solemn duty, as long as I am in this tabernacle [earthly body], to arouse you by means of reminder, knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me.  And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure you will be able to call these things to mind.”


(8)  The mind develops memory pathways.  This is commonly called the “learning process.”  The process of learning is the process of developing what is called “conditioned thought pathways.”  Conditioned thought pathways become memories.  The rate of learning is the rate at which the person develops these new pathways or memories.  These new memories of Bible doctrine added to the old memories of Bible doctrine are the thinking of our Lord Jesus Christ, 1 Cor 2:16.




(a)  The rate of learning must exceed the rate of forgetting Bible doctrine.  The teaching of the word of God must be repeated before it is forgotten again.



(b)  As a result of salvation, the believer builds new memories from the teaching of the word of God.




(c)  Through the mentorship and teaching of the Holy Spirit, inculcation includes perception and application of the word of God.




(d)  The number of memories increase and the number of new thoughts become perspicuous in the compartments of the soul: memory center, wisdom department, categorical storage, vocabulary storage, frame of reference, application center, and conscience.



(e)  But when the rate of forgetting exceeds the rate of learning, the spiritual life of the believer declines.  When the rate of learning exceeds the rate of forgetting, there is spiritual momentum in our spiritual  life and the beginning of harmonious rapport with God.


e.  Failure to respond to the repetition of Bible teaching results in the function of the arrogance skills (self-justification, self-deception, self-gratification, and self-absorption).


f.  The Christian amateur wants to hear something new to stimulate or scratch their itching ears.  They dabble in false doctrine, seeking either emotional stimulation or philosophical and psychological distractions, which reject true doctrinal inculcation.



(1)  2 Tim 3:7 describes the Christian amateur, “Always learning but never able to come to a knowledge of the truth.”


(2)  2 Tim 4:3-4 is the result of reaction to repetition, “For the time will come when they will no longer endure sound doctrine, but lusting to have their ears tickled they will accumulate for themselves teachers on the basis of their own desires and will turn away their itching ears from the truth and will turn aside into myths.”


(3)  The results of this negative volition is given in Phil 3:18-19, “For many keep walking, concerning whom I have told you many times, and even weeping I tell you, that these are the enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god is their emotion, and whose glory is their shame [they glorify things that are even a part of the wonderful things God has given to us], who concentrate on earthly things [anything that distracts you from Bible doctrine].”


(4)  The description of the Christian amateur is given in 2 Tim 3:2ff.


g.  The response to inculcation from repetition results in the mastery of the four spiritual skills.

3.  Paul then gives us our motivation for being obedient—to be ready for the purpose of the production of divine good.


a.  Every time we obey authority, we produce divine good, if we are in fellowship with God.


b.  Many people obey authority simply out of fear.  This is especially true of the carnal believer.  Some people only obey authority when they are forced to.


c.  But the motivation of the mature believer is to obey authority because it is the right thing to do as a part of the glorification of God.


d.  We can be motivated by fear to obey authority and that produces no divine good in our spiritual life.  Or we can be motivated by love for God to obey authority and that has great significance in the angelic conflict and is rewardable as divine good both in time and in eternity.
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