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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
 is the preposition PERI plus the adverbial accusative of respect from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “With respect to all things” or “concerning all things.”
 is the double accusative direct object of the person from the masculine singular reflexive pronoun SEAUTOU, which means “yourself.”
 is the nominative second masculine singular present middle participle from the verb PARECHW, which means “to present or show oneself to be something.”

The nominative second masculine singular refers to Titus and by extension to all pastors.


The present tense is a static present for a condition which perpetually exists throughout the life of a pastor.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which lays special emphasis on the pastor as the one who must produce the action.  He is personally responsible for producing the action.

The participle is an imperatival participle, which is unique to the Koine Greek.  The participle functions as a command.

 is the double accusative direct object of the thing from the masculine singular noun TUPOS, which means “a pattern, an example, a model.”
 is the objective genitive from the neuter plural adjective KALOS and the noun EGRON, which means “of good production/works.”  This “good” is good of intrinsic value.  The word ERGON means “works, production” and refers to the divine good produced by the execution of the spiritual life of the Church Age believer.  For the pastor, this means, faithfulness in the perseverance in studying and teaching the word of God.

“With respect to all things, present yourself as a pattern of good production,”
is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular article used as a personal pronoun and noun DIDASKALIA, which means “by means of your teaching, instruction.”
 is the adverbial accusative of manner from the feminine singular noun APHTHORIA, which means “incorruption; soundness.”  The accusative indicates how and to what the action of the verb is extended.  The main verb here is “to present oneself.”  This accusative indicates the manner in which or how Titus is to present himself.  He is to do so “in incorruption” or “with incorruption.”
 is the adverbial accusative of manner from the feminine singular noun SEMNOTĒS, which means “reverence, dignity, seriousness, respectfulness, holiness.”  Reverence and holiness mean almost the same thing here.  But the thought includes the ideas of dignity in the presentation of doctrine and respectfulness for the accurate teaching of doctrine.  Seriousness is much too stern a concept here and does not even fit the example of our Lord, who as the teacher of doctrine, often used humor.  The best translation is the concept taken from the noun SEMNOS and the adverb SEMNWS, “honorableness.”  Like the previous accusative, this word in the accusative indicates the manner in which or how Titus is to present himself.

“by means of your teaching in incorruption, in honorableness,”
Tit 2:7 corrected translation
“With respect to all things, present yourself as a pattern of good production by means of your teaching in incorruption, in honorableness,”
Explanation:
1.  “All things” is almost a technical phrase with Paul, especially in the letter to the Romans, and it refers to the plan of God for all Church Age believers.  So the expanded translation of the first phrase would be, “With respect to all things of the plan of God.”

a.  Paul’s subject here focuses on our spiritual life under the special plan God has for all Church Age believers.


b.  Everything we think, say, and do is involved in the plan of God for the Church.  This plan is a plan involving protocol, which means a right thing must be done in a right way to be right.  Protocol is involved in everything we do in the spiritual life.


c.  There is no phrase of our life where honor, virtue, integrity, and righteousness are not important.  But Paul is going to focus specifically on the life of the pastor.


d.  Everything in the pastor’s life demands honor, integrity, and virtue.  This is his intrinsically good production.  The one who teaches virtue must be virtuous himself.  The one who teaches honor must be honorable himself.  The one who teaches integrity must have integrity himself.

2.  So the command is to present ourselves in incorruption and in honorableness.  How do we do this?


a.  We are sinners.  We are sinful.  We commit sins.  This is what produces corruption and dishonor in our spiritual lives.


b.  The only means of removing this corruption and dishonor is the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9.


c.  With the use of the first problem solving device (1 Jn 1:9), now we are in a position to present ourselves in incorruption and in a state of honorableness.


d.  To become honorable we must develop spiritual capacity righteousness.  This is the capacity for doing what is right.


(1)  We develop capacity for doing what is right by doing the will of God.



(2)  In order to do the will of God, we must first learn and understand the will of God.



(3)  Then we must execute and obey the will of God through the use of our free will.  The more we do this, the more we develop the capacity for doing what is right.  The more we do what God wants, the more capacity for righteousness without arrogance we develop.


e.  Once we have developed the capacity for doing the will of God without becoming arrogant about it, then, and only then, are we in a position to present ourselves in incorruption as honorable believers in the spiritual life.


f.  This does not mean that we will not continue to sin periodically.  But it is the faithfulness in rebound, the consistency in learning and applying the word of God, and the perseverance in spiritual advance that matters most to God.


g.  Therefore, the two power options (being filled with the Spirit and applying the word of God) and the three spiritual skills (being influenced by the Spirit, applying doctrine to life, and obeying the will of God) are the means of fulfilling this command and becoming honorable as a believer.

3.  This entire system of spiritual advance through the filling of the Spirit, learning and applying the word of God, and execution of the spiritual life by the application of the problem solving devices is the pattern of intrinsically good production.


a.  Divine good is intrinsically good production.


b.  Divine good is produced by the filling and influence of the Spirit.


c.  Divine good is produced by learning the word of God.


d.  Divine good is produced by applying the doctrine we learn to the situations of life.

e.  Divine good is produced by living our spiritual life under the mentorship of God the Holy Spirit, so that God the Father is glorified in all we think, say, or do.


f.  Divine good is produced by the development of spiritual capacity righteousness.


g.  The execution of the spiritual life is intrinsically good.  It is divine good.  And it is the pattern demanded of the pastor of any local church as well as the congregation.
4.  The pattern of the pastor is not his behavior, but his teaching.


a.  The means by which the pastor executes this command is by learning himself, understanding it himself, teaching it himself, and of course living it himself.


b.  But notice that Paul doesn’t tell Titus to be an example by his conduct.  He tells Titus to be an example by his teaching.  Why?


c.  Because it is the word of God which counts; not the conduct of the pastor.  Any believer can follow the virtuous conduct of an unbeliever.  So what?  The word of God is what matters.  This doesn’t mean that the pastor isn’t responsible for right conduct in his behavior.

d.  If our spiritual advance depended on following the example of our pastor, we would all be in deep KAKA (evil).  The life of the pastor is never the issue.  He is not the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Lord Jesus Christ is our example, our pattern, our role model.


e.  The teaching of the pastor is what counts, not his life; for his teaching is the word of God.  His life is not the word of God.


f.  God the Holy Spirit does not impart the spiritual life of the pastor to our souls.  He imparts the teaching of the word of God.


h.  Of course the pastor, just as any other member of the royal family of God, is expected to so live the spiritual life that he obeys the commands and guidance of the word of God.  But his life, his lifestyle, his sins and failures are not the issue.  The issue is—does he accurately and correctly teach the word of God from the original languages and base his understanding of theology on his understanding of the original languages?


i.  The pastor presents himself as incorruptible and honorable by his consistency, faithfulness, and perseverance in studying and teaching the word of God.  The congregation does so in their learning and execution of his teaching.


j.  Implied but not stated is that the pastor will execute the spiritual life and commands of Scripture just like his congregation.  But the emphasis for him must be on the word of God; for without that emphasis, his lifestyle is meaningless.
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