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is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and comparative adjective NEOS, used as a substantive, meaning “new; young; novice.”  It refers to new believers in the local church.  Age is not a factor here; therefore, the meaning “young” is inappropriate.  Literally this says “the new ones” and refers to “the new believers.”
 is the comparative adverb HWSAUTWS, which means “in the same way or in a similar manner, similarly, or likewise.”
is the second person singular present active imperative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to call to one’s side, summon, invite; to appeal to, urge, exhort; request, implore, entreat; to comfort, encourage.”

The present tense is an iterative present for what recurs at successive intervals, whenever Titus is teaching doctrine.  This is also a progressive present for what is to continue throughout his ministry.


The active voice indicates that Titus produces the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“In a similar manner exhort the new believers”
 is the present active infinitive from the verb SWPHRONEW, which means “to be reasonable, to be sensible, or to keep one’s head.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition which should perpetually exist throughout the spiritual life of the believer.


The active voice indicates that Titus (and any pastor) is to produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect object, in which the infinitive explains or modifies the main verb.

“to be sensible.”
Tit 2:6 corrected translation
“In a similar manner exhort the new believers to be sensible.”
Explanation:
1.  This passage is not addressed to the young men in the church.  It is addressed to the new believers in the church regardless of sex and regardless of age.

2.  Young women need to be sensible just as much as young men.

3.  Older new believers need to be sensible just as much as younger new believers.

4.  All believers need to be sensible, but especially those who are new to the spiritual life of the Church Age.

5.  How do new believers become not sensible?


(1)  They make emotion the criteria for the spiritual life.  They become Pentecostals, holy rollers, etc.  They depend upon their feelings rather than what the word of God says.


(2)  They become legalistic, self-righteous Christian Pharisees.  They stop thinking in terms of grace and focus on the few taboos they are able to keep, while condemning all others for not living up to their self-righteous standards.

6.  So what does it mean to be sensible?


a.  It means to show reason or sound judgment.


b.  It means to be fair, just, thoughtful, aware of others, cognizant, sagacious, and reasonable toward others.


c.  As always, these characteristics require the two power options of the spiritual life: the power of the filling of the Spirit, and the power of the word of God learned, believed, stored, and circulating in our thoughts.


d.  A Christian who is controlled by his or her old sin nature will not show reason, sound judgment, be fair, just, thoughtful of others, cognizant of what is going on around them, or reasonable in their dealings with others.


e.  A new Christian must quickly develop the ability to be fair, just, thoughtful, aware of others, and reasonable.  The only chance they have of doing this is through learning the mechanics of the spiritual life: how to be filled with the Spirit, how to recover that power after sinning; how to grow in grace and how to apply the word of God in the spiritual life.

f.  Being either an emotional idiot or a legalistic jerk makes one thoughtless, unaware of the feelings of others, and totally unreasonable in one’s attitudes and behaviors.

7.  So this is a command from Paul to Titus of the importance of teaching, explaining, inculcating the spiritual skills to new believers, so that they will quickly become sensible as Christians.

8.  Believers who have been around for awhile and have learned doctrine should already know the importance of this doctrine.  If they do not, then they are going backwards in their spiritual life.
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