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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural adjective SWPHRWN, which means “prudent, thoughtful, self-controlled” and of women it also has the meaning “virtuous” developed from the verb.

 is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural adjective AGNOS, meaning “pure.”  This is a reference to being under the influence of the Holy Spirit and executing the spiritual life of the Church Age.

is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural adjective OIKOURGOS, which means “working at home,” which in modern English we say, “a homemaker.”
is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural adjective AGATHOS, which means “good of intrinsic value” and is a reference to the execution of the spiritual life of the Church Age as a part of the plan of God for the Church.

“prudent, pure, a home-maker, good,”
 is the accusative feminine plural present passive participle from the verb HUPOTASSW, which means “to subject oneself, to be subjected, to be subordinated to, to obey.”

The accusative feminine plural refers to the younger Christian women in a congregation.


The present tense is a progressive present for an action, which is reasonably expected to continue; to keep on doing something.


The passive voice indicates that the younger Christian wife produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the dative indirect object from the masculine plural article and the adjective IDIOS and the noun ANĒR, which means “one’s own husband.”  The IDIOS was used for an individual in the Greek city-state who did not participate in the affairs of the city and was therefore a private person.  From this idea came the idea of “one’s own.”  The word ANĒR is used for the honorable, virtuous man.  In this context, he is the husband of a younger Christian woman.

“continuing to be subordinate to their own husbands,” 
is the conjunction HINA, used to introduce a final purpose clause here, meaning “in order that.”
 is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present passive subjunctive from the verb BLASPHĒNEW, which means “to injure the reputation of; to revile; to defame.”

The present tense is a progressive and gnomic present for a condition that is reasonably expected to occur throughout the Church Age, especially throughout the spiritual life of the believer.


The passive voice indicates that the word of God is never to receive this action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to introduce a final purpose clause.  It is translated by the word “may/might.”
is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, which means “the word” plus the descriptive and possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  The possessive genitive indicates the one to whom the noun which it modifies belongs.  It is “God’s word” or “the word of God.”
“in order that the word of God may not be reviled.”
Tit 2:5 corrected translation
“prudent, pure [filled with the Spirit], a home-maker [not lazy], good [executing the plan of God], continuing to be subordinate to their own husbands, in order that the word of God may not be reviled.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul’s sentence continues with the list of characteristics expected of the younger married women in the church.

2.  Older women are to set the example for younger women and teach them to be prudent.  This means to make wise decisions.  The Greek noun comes from the verb meaning “to be wise; to make wise decisions.”

a.  No believer makes wise decisions without being influenced by the Holy Spirit.


b.  No believer makes wise decisions without understanding the word of God.


c.  No believer makes wise or prudent decisions without learning and utilizing God’s problem solving devices for the spiritual life.

d.  The farther we advance in the spiritual life, the more prudent we should become.

3.  Younger women are to be pure.


a.  This is not a reference to sexual morality, though that would certainly be included in the principle.  The old English word ‘chaste’, which is used in the King James Version, means to be virtuous.


b.  Purity is a synonym for virtue in the Christian life.


c.  The ultimate purity in the Christian life is being influenced by God the Holy Spirit.


d.  This is not a reference to morality.  As Christians, we are expected to be much more than the unbeliever, who is quite capable of being virtuous.  We are expected to produce the Christian virtue of living our spiritual life under the power and guidance of our Mentor, God the Holy Spirit.


e.  Therefore, younger women are to be pure and virtuous in their spiritual lives by being filled with and influenced by the Holy Spirit.


f.  If this is true for the younger married women, how much more so for the older women who teach them?


g.  And if this is true for the younger and older women, how much more so for their husbands, who are leaders over them?

4.  Younger women are to be homemakers.


a.  Does this mean that younger wives are expected to remain at home?  Not at all.


b.  Whether the wife works at home or works at work and then comes home, she is still expected to make a good home for her family.  So how does a Christian woman make a good home for her family?

c.  She remains filled with the Spirit, in love with God the Father, and occupied with Christ.  Her mental attitude sets the tone for home making.  Anyone can have a neat and clean house, even unbelievers.  So what?  Cleanliness is not next to godliness.  Cleanliness is cleanliness and has nothing to do with the spiritual life.  Cleanliness is a matter of thoughtfulness of others.  The woman is not a slave to keep the house clean.  If the woman works along with the man, then they should both work at keeping the house clean.  If she works and he does not, then he should take the major load of keeping the house clean.


d.  Good home making doesn’t mean good cooking either, or anything else found in high school home making courses.  Good home making is making the home a place where the spiritual life thrives.  How you apply that principle is up to you.

5.  The younger Christian wife is expected to be “good.”  This means she is expected to produce divine good through the execution of God’s plan for her life.


a.  This does not mean she is expected to be a self-righteous do-gooder.


b.  This does not mean she is expected to be better than everyone else (a form of inordinate competition).


c.  This does not mean she is to be “holy, godly” or any of the other so-called “Christian character” adjectives.


d.  She is to understand the plan of God.  She is to live the plan of God for her life.


e.  She is to demonstrate to others by her way of thinking and way of life that the plan of God for her life is more important to her than anything else in life.  Her life is to be the evidence that the word of God is the most important thing in her life.

6.  God’s plan for her life and her relationship to the will and plan of God is manifest most in her obedience to the virtuous, loving authority of her husband.


a.  She is expected to be subordinate to her husband, not some other man she decides to put on a pedestal.  She is to continue the subordination to him, which began on the day they got married.


b.  She is to respond to his enduring devotion with her own respect for him.


c.  She is to respond to his intensive love with her deference and admiration.


d.  She is to respond to his enduring loyalty with honor for him.


e.  She is to respond to his consecration of her with esteem for him.


f.  She is to respond to his dedication to her with her consideration and partiality toward him.


g.  He initiates aggressive love through enduring devotion, intensive love, enduring loyalty, consecration, and dedication.  She has responding love, which is manifest in respect, deference, admiration, honor, esteem, consideration, and partiality toward him and him alone.
7.  The final purpose in all of this is that the word of God is not reviled by others.


a.  The whole point of the Christian behavior and character demanded of the younger Christian married woman is that she give no excuse for anyone (whether believer or unbeliever) to speak ill of the word of God, the teaching of the word of God, the Christian faith, or the Christian life.


b.  Paul gives a parallel teaching in 1 Tim 6:1 with regard to authority of slaves to their owners (or in our day, workers to their bosses), “All who are under the yoke as slaves are to regard their own masters as worthy of all honor, so that the name of God and our doctrine will not be spoken against.”

c.  Rejection of authority gives Christianity a bad name every time.  There is no reason and no excuse for rejection of authority, even if the authority is bad, wrong, evil, etc.  We can always quit and leave if the compromise with the principles of the word of God becomes too great.


d.  Nothing we do should ever give cause for anyone else to slander or malign the word of God or the teaching of doctrine.


e.  Some people will malign us no matter what we do or don’t do.  That cannot be helped.  As followers of Satan they are just antagonistic to God and looking for reasons to malign Him and His plan.


f.  However, normal unbelievers and believers who aren’t trying to find reasons to hate God will judge our relationship with God by our manner of life.  Therefore, the need for us to be prudent [making good decisions], pure [filled with the Spirit], a home maker [not lazy], good [executing the plan of God], continuing to be subordinate to those in authority over us.
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