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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 is the accusative subject of the infinitive from the masculine plural noun PRESBUTĒS, which means literally means “old man, or aged man” and refers to a person 50-56 years old.  In a Greek fragment we see a series of words describing a man’s life as: NEPIOS (infant), PAIS (child), NEANISKOS (youth), ANER (man), PRESBUTĒS (older man), GERWN, (an old man).  We see this use in Lk 1:18.  However, it is also used by Paul for the fact he is in charge and has spiritual authority, as in Phile 9.  It refers here to an older man in the congregation, one with spiritual authority based on their lifelong knowledge of doctrine and experience in application.  This is a reference to a spiritually mature male.  The accusative of general reference functions as the subject of the infinitive even though infinitives as verbs do not have subjects.  This is a common Attic Greek construction.

 is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective NĒPHALIOS, which means “sober, clear-headed, or self-controlled.”  The translation “sober” is not warranted from the context.  “Clear-headed” is a variant on “sober” but moving in the direction of “self-controlled” which is the best meaning of the word here.  This refers to the clarity and self-control necessary for “sacred ministry in God’s work;” that is, living the spiritual life of the Church Age.

 is the present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a universal truth, a maxim, a state or condition, which perpetually exists throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that older men are to produce this action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of command.  This can be translated in a number of ways:

“Let the older men be self-controlled.”
“The older men will be self-controlled.”
“The older men must be self-controlled.”  This is the best translation to bring out the force of the imperative.

“The older men must be self-controlled,”
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective SEMNOS, which means “worthy of respect, honorable, noble, dignified.”  This word is also used in Phil 4:8, “Therefore, brethren [royal family of God], everything that is true [doctrine], everything that is honorable, everything that is righteous, everything that is pure, everything that is love capacity, everything that is commendable, if anything of virtue, if anything worthy of praise exists [and it does] you yourselves be concentrating on these things.”

No man is worthy of respect just because of his age.  An old Hitler is no more worthy of respect than a young Hitler.


Being dignified is not a Christian virtue.  Many unbelievers are dignified, but it gives them no credit with God.


Being honorable, having honor, demonstrating honor as a part of your spiritual life is a characteristic that should be an absolute part of the life of any older man.  Older men should be characterized by being honorable in who and what they are and all that they do.

 is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective SWPHRWN, which means “prudent, thoughtful, or self-controlled.”
 is the accusative direct object masculine plural present active participle from the verb HUGIAINW, which means “to be in good health, sound.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a universal truth, a maxim, a state or condition, which perpetually exists throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that older men are to produce this action.


The participle is an ascriptive participle, in which the participle is used as a substantive.
 is the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS, which is used in its passive sense and means “in doctrine.”
 is the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ, which means “unconditional love.”
 is the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun HUPOMONĒ, which means “patience, endurance, perseverance, or staying power.”
 “honorable, prudent, sound in doctrine, in unconditional love, in perseverance.”

Tit 2:2 corrected translation
“The older men must be self-controlled, honorable, prudent, sound in doctrine, in unconditional love, in perseverance.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul now moves from instructions to Titus for the conduct of the worship service to the character expected of older men who are Christians.


a.  The older man is a reference to the last stage in a man’s life.


b.  In the Greek system of classification of age, this was from the age of 57 onward.


c.  The older man has lived long enough to know right from wrong, good from evil, spiritual from sinful.


d.  The older man has had enough time to reach spiritual maturity and demonstrate the characteristics of spiritual maturity.


e.  The older man should be and can be a great example of these characteristics to younger men.

2.  Paul gives six key characteristics of the spiritual life of the older man.


a.  He must be self-controlled.



(1)  The spiritual life of the older man is characterized by self-control.



(2)  Older men have lived long enough to gain control of themselves, their desires, their impulses, their emotions, their temper.



(3)  Self-control means that our thinking controls our emotions.  Self-control means our thinking controls our actions.  We don’t do things based upon impulse.



(4)  Self-control means we control our old sin nature rather than our old sin nature controlling us.


b.  He must be honorable.



(1)  The older man is characterized as having honor as a main value in life.



(2)  Older men in spiritual maturity have learned the difference between being honorable and dishonorable.



(3)  Spiritually mature older men think based upon principle, virtue, and honor.



(4)  Being virtuous, righteous, honorable is more important to the older man than other values like pleasure and entertainment, because he has lived long enough to enjoy pleasure and entertainment and found them incapable of producing the happiness ,which honor can produce.



(5)  Without honor the older man can only look back on his own life and see arrogance, vanity, and uselessness.  With honor, the older man can look forward to eternity with great confidence, excitement, and anticipation.


c.  He must be prudent.



(1)  Prudence is the ability to make wise decisions in difficult situations.



(2)  The older mature believer has lived long enough to learn enough doctrine and apply enough doctrine to the varying circumstances of life that he knows how to apply the right doctrine at the right time to the right situation.  Prudence is the ability to apply the right doctrine at the right time to the right situation.



(3)  Prudence does not automatically come with age.  Prudence requires knowledge of Bible doctrine on the one hand and successful application of doctrine during our lifetime on the other hand.



(4)  In order to fulfill this command, the older man must begin learning and applying doctrine as a young man.


d.  He must be sound in doctrine.



(1)  The older Christian man must have a thorough and accurate understanding of the word of God.



(2)  The older believer should understand the importance of doctrine above all else in life better than anyone else in the congregation.



(3)  There is a great danger to the older man of becoming distracted from doctrine because his time left on earth is so short.  Therefore, one of the key characteristics for the older mature believer is to remain sound in doctrine to the end of his life.

e.  He must be sound in virtue-love.



(1)  Older people have a tendency to do one of two things as they become older.




(a)  They can become completely tolerant of others because they have made all the same mistakes in their youth and realize that “there, in spite of the grace of God, went I.”



(b)  They can become completely intolerant of others because they are sick and tired of putting up with all the difficulties of life.



(2)  Therefore, the command for the spiritually mature older man to be sound in personal love for God and unconditional love for all mankind.



(3)  In extra-biblical literature we are told that the thing that most characterized the apostle John in his old age was his virtuous-love for others.



(4)  This can also be seen throughout Paul’s epistles, especially the prison and pastoral epistles.



(5)  The older man’s life is one of virtue and honor and integrity from a life of the prudent application of doctrine.  Therefore, it follows logically that the manifestation of his value system would be personal love for God the Father and unconditional virtue-love for all mankind.



(6)  The older man should always demonstrate to others the importance of virtue-love.  He has had more than enough time for this love to grow, mature, and blossom.


f.  He must be sound in patience, endurance, and perseverance.



(1)  The final characteristic of the virtuous mature older believer is that he perseveres in his spiritual life.  Above all else, he continues in his spiritual life, winning the race which he has run.



(3)  Endurance and perseverance is the ability to stick with something and see it through to the end.  The mature older Christian man must hang tough until the end of his life in learning and applying doctrine.  This has been his life up until this point and it must continue to be his spiritual life until its glorious end.
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