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 is the accusative masculine singular present middle participle from the verb ANTECHW, which means in its intransitive use with its object in the genitive case “to hold firmly to.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what should now be going on with the potential pastor.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which emphasizes the subject as producing the action upon himself.  He is personally responsible for producing the action.

The participle is circumstantial.

 is the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and adjective PISTOS, which means “faithful, trustworthy, reliable, sure, true, or unfailing” and the noun LOGOS, which means “word, doctrine, or teaching.”
 is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the feminine singular article and noun DIDACHĒ, which means “in accordance with” or “on the basis of” “what is taught, teaching, or instruction.”
“holding firmly to the true doctrine on the basis of instruction,”
is the inferential conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”
is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective DUNATOS, which means “strong, mighty, powerful” but with the infinitive it means “able.”
is the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be” plus the connective use of the conjunction KAI in the Attic construction KAI....KAI, meaning “both...and.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what the pastor should now be able to do.


The active voice indicates that the potential pastor produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to introduce the purpose clause and indicates a potential, translated by the word “might.”
 is the present active infinitive from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to call to, call for, summon, call on, beseech, entreat; admonish, exhort; to cheer, encourage, comfort.”  The second meaning applies here: “to admonish, exhort.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what the potential pastor should now be able to do.


The active voice indicates that the potential pastor produces the action.


The infinitive is a complimentary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the construction “to be able”—EIMI plus DUNATOS.
“in order that he might be able both to exhort”
is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere, meaning “in the sphere of” from the feminine singular article and noun DIDASKALIA, which means “teaching” and the articular feminine singular present active participle from the verb HUGIAINW, which is used as an adjective and means “to be sound, healthy, or in good health.”  This was a favorite word of Paul near the end of his life as seen by its use in Tit 1:9,13; 2:1,2; 1 Tim 1:10, 6:3; 2 Tim 1:13, 4:3.  It is used metaphorically rather than literally for correct, accurate, true doctrinal teaching of the word of God.  The participle is used as a substantive and functions as an adjective modifying the noun DIDASKALIA.  The prepositional phrase is translated “in the sphere of sound teaching.”
is the connective use of KAI, in the Attic Greek KAI...KAI construction, translated “and.”
 is the masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb ANTILEGW, which means “to contradict, oppose, or resist.”  Here it means “those who oppose” and refers to both unbelievers who reject the gospel and more importantly believers who resist correct doctrine and oppose the accurate teaching of the word of God.


The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun and is translated “those who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is currently going on in the Roman Empire.


The active voice indicates that some certain believers reject, resist, oppose, and contradict accurate doctrinal teaching.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the present active infinitive from the verb ELEGCHW, which means “to treat with contempt; to convict (in the sense of showing someone their fault); to reprove, rebuke; to expose.”  Here it means “to expose those who oppose [true doctrinal teaching].”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what the potential pastor should be now doing.


The active voice indicates that the potential pastor produces the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the construction “to be able.”
 “in the sphere of sound teaching and to expose those who oppose.”
Tit 1:9 corrected translation
“holding firmly to the true doctrine on the basis of instruction, in order that he might be able both to exhort in the sphere of sound teaching and to expose those who oppose.”
Explanation:
1.  The most important qualification of the potential pastor is given in this verse.  He must hold firmly to the true doctrine based on what he has learned from his pastor.


a.  Doctrine is passed down from pastor-teacher to pastor-teacher through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.


b.  Paul’s instruction to Titus was simple–appoint those as pastors who have faithfully come to Bible class, learned the doctrine you have taught, and firmly believe that doctrine.


c.  The potential pastor must be a super student of his pastor teacher.


d.  You not only learn from what he teaches but from how he studies.


e.  To hold firm to any doctrine means that doctrine has to be tested.


f.  Not stated, but very strongly implied here is the fact that the doctrine which a potential pastor believes must be tested before he can be appointed to the ministry.


g.  Testing of doctrine comes in all shapes and sizes, but always includes thought testing, people testing, system testing, and disaster testing.


h.  When you pass the test by applying the doctrine correctly to the situation, then you have held firmly to what you have been taught.


i.  No testing ever comes upon a potential pastor, which he cannot handle.  No testing ever comes upon a pastor which he cannot handle.  No testing comes upon anyone, which they cannot handle, except the believer in perpetual carnality, reversionism, or Christian degeneracy.


j.  The fact there is “true doctrine” suggests that there is false doctrine.


k.  It is critical to test potential pastors to find out if they know the difference between true doctrine and false doctrine.  One of the tests that potential pastors had to pass in the 4th and 5th Century AD was the ability to recite the book of Romans from memory.  If you couldn’t do it, then you were not ordained as a pastor.

2.  Paul states a two-fold purpose for the potential pastor holding firmly to the doctrine he has been taught.


a.  “that he might be able to exhort in the sphere of sound teaching.”

b.  “and that he might be able to expose those who oppose.”
3.  The pastor must be able to exhort in the sphere of sound teaching.


a.  This means that the pastor must know his subject.


b.  You cannot teach what you do not understand yourself.


c.  Exhortation means to present the subject matter in such a manner that it challenges your hearers to make a decision.


d.  Whenever a pastor teaches, the goal should be not only to impart information, but to force those listening into making a decision for or against the plan of God.


e.  Unsound teaching does not exhort anyone.  Unsound teaching stimulates the egos of those in the congregation.  Unsound teaching stimulates the emotions of those in the congregation.  But unsound teaching does not stimulate the hearer to change his values and get with the plan of God.


f.  Exhortation causes spiritual concentration.  Exhortation causes spiritual understanding.  Exhortation causes spiritual motivation.  Exhortation causes spiritual decision.  Exhortation in the sphere of sound teaching causes spiritual growth and spiritual momentum.

4.  The pastor must be able to expose those who oppose.


a.  The pastor must know the correct doctrine, so that he can spot the false doctrine every time.  It is not necessary to teach all the false doctrines that have ever been thought up by Satan.  But it is necessary to expose false doctrine, whenever it infects a congregation or has the potential to infect them.


b.  The pastor exposes not only the false doctrine but also the false teachers.  This is why Paul in his letters exposed by name those who were antagonistic to the word of God and teaching false doctrine.


c.  God has delegated the authority of judging and exposing those who are false teachers and teaching false doctrine to the pastor-teacher.  The pastor has the right from the pulpit to point out that which is wrong, false, evil, and contrary to the teaching of the word of God.


d.  The pastor has the right from the pulpit to expose those self-proclaimed teachers of the word of God who are haters of God and Bible doctrine.


e.  The pastor does not have the right to expose anyone in the congregation who is in carnality, reversionism, etc.  The privacy of the priesthood applies to the members of the congregation.  But once another so-called “pastor” openly teaches false doctrine, then the pastor has the right to expose his errors and false teaching.  However, one must be extraordinarily careful in doing this, because if he is wrong, then he gets unbelievable divine discipline.
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