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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone.”
 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “is.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in Crete.


The active voice indicates that some men are producing the action.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for the reality that some men are what is about to be described.

is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective ANEGKLĒTOS, which means “irreproachable or blameless” in Col 1:22 and 1 Cor 1:8 refers to our status of not having a sin nature, Adam’s imputed sin or personal sin in a resurrection body in eternity.  The common legal meaning was that it implies not merely acquittal, but the absence of even a charge or accusation against a person.  So there are two ways we can look at this word as the qualification for a pastor, and both are correct.


1.  The person must be a believer.  Positionally he is blameless at the moment of salvation, and this will occur experientially at the Rapture of the Church.  We might well add to this concept, that we are not truly blameless before God until after the judgment seat of Christ, when all of our human good has been burned up and destroyed.


2.  The second way to look at this is on the human legal side.  A pastor should be a person without a charge or accusation against them.  This is less likely the meaning here because Paul would be disqualifying himself, since he had already been accused several times for conspiracy against the State religion of not worshiping the gods or stirring up trouble or disturbing the peace.  He was imprisoned in Asia, Philippi, and Rome twice, yet continued to function as an apostle.


3.  So simply being accused of something by someone does not disqualify a man from being a pastor.  A lot of men are accused of things of which they are not guilty because of the jealousy others.  The only way this could properly be interpreted in a legal sense would be that a man cannot be a known, practicing criminal (e.g. a felon) and become a pastor of a church.


4.  Certainly a convicted felon, who becomes a believer, would be qualified to become a pastor, since their postsalvation sins are blotted out at the moment of salvation.  Were this not so, then again, Paul would be disqualified, since he sanctioned the murder of Christians prior to his salvation.


5.  It is impossible for this to imply that a person should be blameless with regard to the matter of sin after salvation, since 1 Jn 1:8 and 1 Jn 1:10 tell us that we all sin after salvation.


6.  Therefore, we end up with two interpretations of this phrase–the biblical and the legalistic.



a.  The legalistic interpretation says that a person must be “above reproach” in order to be a pastor.  This is an impossible condition, which disqualifies everyone.  This allows the deacons or old ladies in the church to continue to control what is going on by disqualifying all those men with the gift of pastor-teacher who would stand up to their legalism.



b.  The biblical interpretation says that this refers to the fact that a person must be a believer in order to be qualified to be a pastor-teacher or elder.



c.  From a spiritual life standpoint, a person in reversionism or Christian degeneracy would not be above reproach and should be disqualified from serving as a pastor.

“if anyone is blameless,”
 is the genitive of possession from the feminine singular adjective HEIS and the noun GUNĒ, meaning “of one wife.”
is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun ANĒR, which “an honorable man or husband” and refers to any Christian husband.


1.  The second qualification is “the husband of one wife.”

2.  This does not mean that the pastor-teacher must be married.  Far from it, Paul teaches that it is better for a man who is a pastor to not be married in 1 Corinthians.

3.  This refers to the fact that polygamy disqualified a man immediately from being a pastor.  Polygamy is a direct violation of the word of God, and no man can stand in the pulpit and demand absolute obedience to the word of God from others when he himself cannot even keep this simple and longstanding command of God.

“the husband of one wife,”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun TEKNON, meaning “children.”
 is the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb ECHW, which means “having.”

The nominative masculine singular refers to the elder or pastor.


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is now going on.  This can also be regarded as a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.

The active voice indicates that the potential pastor produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective PISTOS. “The absolute use of the word PISTOS also means believing (in Christ), a (Christian) believer and is used both as an adjective and as a substantive Acts 16:1; 2 Cor 6:15; 1 Tim 4:10; 5:16; 6:2a, b; Tit 1:6.”

1.  This does not mean that the potential pastor’s children must be “faithful” or “full of doctrine.”  Again this is the legalistic interpretation of this verse and is another way the legalists in a congregation control the pastor–through his disobedient children.


2.  This refers to the fact that the children of the pastor should be believers.  Note the word “should.”  We must be very careful here.  There have been great pastors whose children never believed in Christ though they tried all their life to evangelize them.  The most famous recent example is Dwight L. Moody who founded Moody Bible Institute in Chicago.


3.  The important point here is that the potential pastor is evangelizing his own family on a continuing basis though they may not necessarily believe.  So this qualification is that the pastor’s children (note TEKNON is in the plural) should be believers in Christ as well.  The majority of his children should be believers.


4.  This indicates that he practices what he preaches to others, witnessing as a vital ingredient of the spiritual life.

“having believing children,”
 is the subjective negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the preposition EN with the instrumental of cause from the feminine singular noun KATEGORIA, which means “because of the accusation.”
 is the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun ASWTIA, which means “debauchery, dissipation, profligacy, literally—incorrigibility.  With the genitive of the content of the accusation it means “charge of profligacy.”  Profligacy means “completely given up to dissipation (throwing away one’s spiritual life) and licentiousness; broken down in morals and decency; shamelessly vicious, dissolute.”

1.  This entire phrase is idiomatic.  Literally it says “not because of the accusation of profligacy” and should be translated “not accused of profligacy (throwing away one’s spiritual life through degeneracy).”

2.  The terms we use are Christian degeneracy or Christian reversionism.


3.  The potential pastor cannot be one who can be charged or accused of throwing away his spiritual life through degeneracy or reversionism.

is the particle Ē, meaning “or” with the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective ANUPOTAKTOS, which means “undisciplined, disobedient, rebellious” and is used with the word lawless in 1 Tim 1:9.  It is used of reversionistic church members in Tit 1:10.  Here it means all three things.


1.  The potential pastor must have self-discipline.  He must be self-motivated to study and teach.  This requires self-motivation.  An undisciplined man will never make it in the ministry.  This is why seminaries always give you more work than you can handle so you have to become self-disciplined or you end up failing to graduate.


2.  The potential pastor cannot be disobedient to the word of God.  If this is his lifestyle, then he is in for a life of constant double discipline.  Better to not be a pastor than become a disobedient pastor.


3.  The potential pastor cannot be rebellious against God, the word of God, or his own spiritual gift.  To do so brings self-induced misery and tremendous divine discipline.


4.  If we translate ASWTIA as “degenerate” to cover the concept of Christian degeneracy, then we can translate ANUPOTAKTOS by the word “disobedience” = reversionism to cover the concept of antagonistism to the plan of God and word of God.

“not accused of degeneracy or disobedience.”
Tit 1:6 corrected translation
“if anyone is blameless, the husband of one wife, having believing children, not accused of degeneracy or disobedience.”
Explanation:
1.  There will be men in Crete who want to be in charge of the local church, who may or may not have the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.

2.  Three different categories of men aspire to become pastors:


a.  Those who are unbelievers, pretending to be believers, who want to be in charge of a local church.


b.  Those believers who want to be in charge of a local church but don’t have the necessary spiritual gift or are ill-prepared to be a teacher of God’s word.

c.  Those believers who have the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher and are trained and prepared to do so.

3.  The qualifications of a man for the position of appointment of pastor to a local church is as follows: (note that many men have the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher given at the moment of salvation, but can still disqualify themselves by their own actions or failure to act.)


a.  “if anyone is blameless”


(1)  The pastor must be a believer.



(2)  It must be clear to all by his own admission that he is a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.



(3)  His personal testimony must be clear and accurate.



(4)  This is not a reference to a “blameless” lifestyle or some other legalistic system of behavior.

b.  “the husband of one wife”


(1)  This is a reference to the fact that the pastor cannot have more than one wife.



(2)  It is not saying the pastor must be married.



(3)  Nor is it saying that the pastor may only be married one time.



(4)  These are all various misinterpretations and misapplications due to various legalistic tendencies of various denominations in their attempt to control the pastor.


c.  “having believing children”


(1)  The pastor is responsible for evangelizing his children.  He may not be 100% successful in evangelization of them, but he must attempt to do so.



(2)  Parents are not responsible for the wrong decisions of their children once they are adults.



(3)  But parents have every opportunity to make the greatest impact on their children when they are under the age of ten years old.



(4)  During this time from about ages 3-10 the parents should do everything in their power to ensure the gospel is given to their child.



(5)  This is the responsibility of the parents and not the responsibility of anyone else.


d.  “not accused of degeneracy or disobedience”


(1)  We must be very careful to correctly interpret this phrase.



(2)  Any antagonistic believer can accuse the pastor of being degenerate or disobedient to the word of God and be lying about it.  That certainly does not apply here.



(3)  This refers to a pastor who is clearly living a lifestyle of degeneracy and disobedience to the word of God, which is obvious to most people in the congregation, especially the men in positions of leadership.



(4)  Under these conditions, the deacons have the responsibility of gathering evidence and facts, and not hearsay evidence, and present this to the pastor.  The pastor then has the right to present facts on his own behalf.



(5)  The deacons then must decide if the accusation(s) have merit or not.  If so, he is removed.  If not, then the issue is dropped and never brought up again.



(6)  This refers to Titus appointing men who could not be accused right then of being degenerate.
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