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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
 is the dative of advantage from the masculine singular proper name TITOS.  The dative of advantage indicates the person in whose interest or for whom Paul is writing.  It is better translated “For Titus” to bring out the idea of the dative of advantage.

 is the appositional dative of advantage/direct object from the neuter singular adjective GNĒSIOS, which means “genuine, true, or loyal.”  With this we have the dative from the neuter singular noun TEKNON, which means “an adult child.”  The phrase is translated “the true child.”
is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference or respect from the feminine singular adjective KOINOS, which means “common” and the noun PISTIS, used in its active sense here, which means “faith.”  The phrase is translated “according to the common faith.”  This is a reference to faith in Christ—the common means of salvation and relationship in the spiritual life of the Church Age.

“For Titus, the true child according to the common faith;”
 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun CHARIS, meaning “grace.”
is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, meaning “prosperity.”
is the preposition APO plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular noun THEOS with the appositional genitive masculine singular from the noun PATĒR, meaning “from God the Father”
is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the ablative of source from the masculine singular proper names CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, which means “from Christ Jesus.”
 is the appositional genitive from the masculine singular article and noun SWTĒR with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our Savior.”
“grace and prosperity from God the Father and from Christ Jesus our Savior.”
Tit 1:4 corrected translation
“For Titus, the true child according to the common faith; grace and prosperity from God the Father and from Christ Jesus our Savior.”
Explanation:
1.  This epistle was written not only to Titus, which is the common translation of the dative here, but more correctly it was written for the benefit of Titus.  By extension, this epistle was written for the benefit and advantage of each one of us.


a.  “All Scripture is God-breathed and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,” 2 Tim 3:16.


b.  The letter to Titus was included in the canon of Scripture because there are a multitude of invaluable doctrines taught here, which are necessary for the spiritual life and spiritual growth of the Church Age believer.


c.  All doctrinal teaching is to our advantage and for our benefit whether we realize it or not and whether we like it or not.


d.  We may not like what we hear taught, but we must respect it as the correct and accurate presentation of God’s thoughts for us.


e.  God knows exactly what we need and provides that spiritual food daily.  The problem is that some believers are constantly fasting.  Other believers have spiritual bulimia and vomit up their nourishment through negative volition.

2.  Biblical references to Titus:


a.  2 Cor 2:13, “I had no rest for my spirit, not finding Titus my brother; but taking my leave of them, I went on to Macedonia.”

b.  2 Cor 7:6, “But God, who comforts the depressed, comforted us by the coming of Titus;”

c.  2 Cor 7:13-14, “For this reason we have been comforted.  And besides our comfort, we rejoiced even much more for the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed by you all.  For if in anything I have boasted to him about you, I was not put to shame; but as we spoke all things to you in truth, so also our boasting before Titus proved to be the truth.”

d.  2 Cor 8:6, “So we urged Titus that as he had previously made a beginning, so he would also complete in you this gracious work as well.”

e.  2 Cor 8:16, “But thanks be to God who puts the same earnestness on your behalf in the heart of Titus.”

f.  2 Cor 8:23, “As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker among you; as for our brethren, they are messengers of the churches, a glory to Christ.”

g.  2 Cor 12:18, “I urged Titus to go, and I sent the brother with him.  Titus did not take any advantage of you, did he?  Did we not conduct ourselves in the same spirit and walk in the same steps?”

h.  Gal 2:1, “Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along also.”

i.  Gal 2:3, “But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.”

j.  2 Tim 4:10, “for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.”

k.  From these verses we learn the following about Titus:



(1)  Paul considered Titus his equal in the faith, calling him his spiritual brother.  This was a great compliment to a great believer.



(2)  Titus was a comfort to Paul in times of trouble.



(3)  Titus had the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher and functioned as a pastor to the Corinthians for a time and to those in Crete and to the believers in Dalmatia.


(4)  Titus was an honorable person.



(5)  Titus had the capacity to appreciate others.



(6)  Titus had a deep desire to teach doctrine to the Corinthians.



(7)  Titus was with Paul on his critical mission to the first Jerusalem conference in 49-50 A.D., which means he was associated with Paul for at least the last twenty years of his life.



(8)  Titus’ last known mission was to Dalmatia, the present day Albania and Yugoslavia.

3.  Paul declares here that Titus was truly a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Paul probably evangelized Titus while living and working in Damascus during the first ten years after his salvation.

4.  Paul wishes for Titus the same thing that he wishes for all believers to whom he writes: grace and prosperity from God the Father and God the Son.


a.  Grace is the name of God’s plan for our lives.


b.  Grace is God’s policy in dealing with us.


c.  Grace is all that God is free to do for mankind based on the work of Christ on the Cross.


d.  Grace is the expression of the righteousness and justice of God as motivated by the love of God.


e.  Grace is all that God does for us totally apart from any worthiness or merit on our part.  God graces us out and we can never do anything to earn or deserve it.


f.  The word prosperity refers to the spiritual prosperity of the provision of all the fullness from God.  The provision of the fullness of God includes:



(1)  The unique factors of the Church Age.  These unique factors are located in the epistles of the New Testament as a part of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.  These unique factors include the following:



(a)  The baptism of the Holy Spirit.




(b)  The plan of God for Church Age believers.



(c)  The equal privilege and equal opportunity under election and predestination.




(d)  The provision of our blessings for time.




(e)  Our royal commissions of royal priesthood and royal ambassadorship.




(f)  The mystery doctrine of the Church Age.




(g)  The indwelling of all three persons of the Trinity.




(h)  The availability of divine power.  The omnipotence of God the Father related to our invisible assets.  The omnipotence of God the Son related to the preservation and perpetuation of human history.  The omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit related to the spiritual life.




(i)  The only dispensation of no prophecy, only historical trends.




(j)  Invisible impact in the angelic conflict.  Being filled with all the fullness of God means becoming an invisible hero in the angelic conflict.



(2)  These unique factors of the Church Age make it possible for any and every believer to have this “fullness of God.”  There is no excuse for any member of the body of Christ failing to execute the plan of God. Therefore, there is no excuse for any Church Age believer being a loser in the spiritual life.  The only reason for being a loser is our own bad decisions from a position of weakness.  God expects each of us to win the race.


(3)  Being filled with all the fullness of God includes the ability to properly use the spiritual problem solving devices of the plan of God: recovery from sin, the filling of the Spirit, faith-rest, grace orientation, doctrinal orientation, personal love for God, unconditional love for others, a personal sense of destiny, sharing the happiness of God, and occupation with Christ
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