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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun MARTURIA, which means “testimony” plus the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “This.”
is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a commonly accepted fact.


The active voice indicates that the previous quote of verse 12 produces the action of being a true statement.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective ALĒTHĒS, which means “true” when used of things, such as a statement of another person.

“This testimony is true.”
is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “because of which” and referring to the truth of the testimony of the Cretan writer quoted in the previous verse.  With this we have the accusative of cause from the feminine singular noun AITIA, which means “cause, reason.”  The entire phrase is literally “because of this reason” or “because of this cause,” which is an idiom, which means “For this reason” or “Therefore.”
is the second person singular present active imperative from the verb ELEGCHW, which means “to (1) bring to light, expose; (2) convict or convince someone of something, point something out to someone; (3) reprove, correct; (4) punish, discipline.”  Here it means “to correct” with the adverb of manner “rigorously” which follows.


The present tense is an iterative present for an action which Titus will accomplish at successive intervals.


The active voice indicates that Titus is directed to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them.”
 is the adverb of manner APOTOMWS, which means “severely, rigorously.”
“For this reason correct them rigorously,”
 is the inferential conjunction HINA, which means “in order that.”
 is the third person plural present active subjunctive from the verb HUGIAINW, which means literally “to be in good health, be healthy or sound.”  It is used figuratively in the New Testament “in accord with prevailing usage, Christian teaching is designated as correct instruction, since it is reasonable and appeals to sound intelligence.”

The present tense is an aorist present for a simple expression of undefined action or a present fact without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the Cretans will produce this action through the rigorous teaching of Titus.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to introduce the purpose clause.  It is translated by the word “might.”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS, used in its passive sense, and meaning “in doctrine.”
 “in order that they might be sound in doctrine.”
Tit 1:13 corrected translation
“This testimony is true.  For this reason correct them rigorously, in order that they might be sound in doctrine.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul, under divine inspiration, declares the previous statement of the Cretan poet Epimenides to be a true statement.


a.  Paul didn’t pull any punches here.  He told Titus and the rest of the Church exactly what the situation was.  Cretans have been liars from the beginning, evil wild animals, and lazy gluttons.


b.  This was certainly not meant to ingratiate the Cretans to Paul.  Obviously this letter was meant to be part of the New Testament canon, and therefore, to be read by all believers everywhere.


c.  Paul’s intent is not to put down, malign, or criticize the Cretans for their poor character.  He is giving a warning to Titus regarding what he must do as a pastor.


d.  The Cretans were not even the worst Church in the first century of the Church Age.  That distinction belongs to the Corinthians.

2.  Having stated the truth of the situation under which Titus will work, Paul now gives Titus his “Commander’s guidance.”

a.  In a military operations order there are generally five paragraphs:



(1)  The Situation—both of friendly troops and enemy troops.



(2)  The Mission statement—this is a statement of exactly what you are supposed to accomplish.



(3)  The Execution statement—this describes in general terms how to execute the mission.  The beginning of the execution paragraph is the commander’s intent; that is, what does he want you to accomplish.



(4)  Paragraph four is the logistical support paragraph, or how you are going to be supplied and supported.


(5)  Paragraph five is the command and signal, or what is the chain of command and how and when do we talk to each other.


b.  Paragraphs four and five are not stated by Paul because they are already well known to Titus.  Titus receives his logistical support on the basis of grace on a daily basis.  This is of no concern.  Paragraph five is also well known.  The Lord Jesus Christ is in charge.  He has delegated part of His authority to God the Holy Spirit and to various men with the gift of apostle, like Paul.  That is how God will communicate with Titus.

c.  In the first sentence of this verse, Paul has given Titus the friendly/enemy situation—Cretans have been liars from the beginning.


d.  In the second sentence Paul gives Titus his mission and commander’s intent.  Titus’ mission is to correct the Cretans rigorously.


e.  Paul’s intent is that the Cretans may be sound in doctrine.

3.  Lying is an indication of an integrity problem.  The Cretans are liars because they either do not understand that telling the truth is a part of one’s personal integrity or because they understand and don’t care.


a.  Because the Cretan’s are liars, Titus is required to teach doctrine rigorously.


b.  This means that Titus must not only teach consistently and dogmatically, but that he must be tough, hard nose, unbending in his accurate presentation.


c.  This is exactly what Paul has just done in the previous verse and in this verse.  This is not a situation where Titus must be sweet, kind, nice, thoughtful, and “loving” like the liberal love-everyone type of pastor.


d.  Titus is commanded to correct the Cretans.  He is not to love them into compliance with the word of God.  He is to correct them over and over and over again until they can’t stand it.


e.  Titus must present the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, until the truth makes the Cretans give in to the will of God or reject Bible doctrine completely.  Being rigorous means no let up.  Titus must drive on until the Cretans cannot stand it any more.  Then he must pour the truth on some more.


f.  The Cretans are also lazy.  Titus must force them to make a decision for or against the teaching of the word of God.  Titus must not allow them to give in to their laziness.  If they are lazy in life, then they will be lazy about learning the word of God.  Therefore, Titus will have Bible class all the time.  There will be no time for laziness.

4.  The final purpose of all this consistent, tough, daily teaching of truth until the Cretans can’t stand it is so that they will be sound in doctrine.


a.  Paul wants the believers on Crete to not just learn doctrine, but understand it thoroughly, completely, and accurately.


b.  Paul doesn’t want to have happen to them what happened to the believers in Corinth, who were carried away with their own pleasures and emotions.


c.  Paul doesn’t want to have happen to the Cretans what happened to the Galatians, where they were biting and devouring each other, drifting off course from grace, rejecting salvation by grace through faith alone in Christ alone.


d.  Paul doesn’t want to have happen to the Cretans what happened to the Colossians, who were carried away into the incipient gnosticism of mysticism.


e.  Paul wants them to become stabilized and established in the word of God like the Romans, Ephesians, and Philippians.

5.  Parallel Passages.


a.  Rom 1:11, “For I long to see you so that I may impart some spiritual gift to you, that you may be established.”

b.  Rom 12:3, “For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each one a standard from doctrine.”

c.  Col 1:23, “if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.”

d.  Col 2:7, “having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.”

e.  1 Tim 1:10, “and immoral men and homosexuals and kidnappers and liars and perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound teaching,”

f.  1 Tim 4:6, “In pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you have been following.”

g.  1 Tim 6:3, “If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness,”

h.  2 Tim 1:13, “Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.”

i.  2 Tim 4:3, “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires,”

j.  Tit 2:1, “But as for you, speak the things which are fitting for sound doctrine.”

k.  Tit 2:2, “Older men are to be temperate, dignified, sensible, sound in doctrine, in love, in perseverance.”

l.  Tit 2:8, “sound in speech which is beyond reproach, so that the opponent will be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us.”

m.  2 Pet 1:12, “Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know them and have been established in the truth which is present with you.”
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