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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say, to speak, to declare.”

The aorist tense is culminative aorist, which places emphasis on the results of the completed action.


The active voice indicates that a prophet of the Cretans has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular enclitic, indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “any one, a certain one.”
is the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun meaning “from them.”  With this we have the appositional nominative from the masculine singular adjective IDIOS, which means “one’s own.”  Then we have the possessive genitive from the third person plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “their” plus the appositional nominative from the masculine singular noun PROPHĒTĒS, meaning “prophet.”  The entire phrase with TIS as a part of the subject means “a certain man from among them, their own prophet.”
“A certain man from among them, their own prophet has said,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun KRĒS, meaning “a Cretan, inhabitant of the island of Crete Acts 2:11.”
There is no verb here and ellipsis demands the insertion of EIMI, “[have been].”
is the adverb of time AEI, meaning “always, from the beginning.”
 is the predicate nominative masculine plural from the noun PSEUSTĒS, meaning “liars.”
 is the predicate nominative from the neuter plural adjective KAKOS, meaning “evil” the noun THĒRION, which means “wild animals, beasts.”  It refers to someone who fights like a wild animal.  They are emotionally out of control and always looking for a reason to fight.
 is the predicate nominative from the feminine plural noun GASTĒR meaning “gluttons” and the adjective ARGOS, meaning “idle, lazy.”
“‘Cretans [have been] liars from the beginning, evil wild animals, lazy gluttons.’”
Tit 1:12 corrected translation
“A certain man from among them, their own prophet has said, ‘Cretans [have been] liars from the beginning, evil wild animals, lazy gluttons.’”
Explanation:
1.  The word PROPHĒTĒS can be used for a poet because poets were believed to sing under divine inspiration.  It is used here of the Cretan poet Epimenides.

2.  “The NT is uncommonly full of quotations from the poetic literature of the OT.  Parts of the Epistle to the Hebrews are composed almost entirely of such references.  So are parts of the Epistle to the Romans.  More elusive and less frequent are some direct quotations from Greek literature.  Acts 17:28, ‘for we are indeed his offspring’, is the former half of an hexameter by Aratus of Soli in Cilicia (315-240 bc).  The same phrase occurs in a surviving fragment of Cleanthes, who was the head of the Stoic school from 263 to 232 bc.  There is some evidence that the passage contains a more remote quotation from Epimenides, the half-legendary Cretan poet from whom Paul quotes a complete hexameter at Tit 1:12.  Then, in 1 Cor 15:33 an iambic trimeter of Menander (342-291 bc), the Athenian comic poet, is quoted (‘evil communications corrupt good manners’).  Again, the Greek of Jam 1:17 contains a pure hexameter.  So do Acts 27:34b (omitting the conjunction GAR, ‘for’), Heb 12:13 (reading the aorist imperative) and there is an iambic measure at Acts 23:5.  It is impossible to say whether quotation is involved in these cases.  Metrical writing can be accidental, e.g. ‘Husbands love your wives and be not bitter against them.’”

3.  Paul’s use of quotes from the local poets is also seen in Acts 17:28a, “For in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also are His children.’”
4.  Lying is a verbal sin.  Verbal sins include gossip, maligning, slander, judging, and verbal deception.


a.  All verbal sins originate from mental attitude sins, which are the motivational sins that lead to the sins of the tongue, which are designed to destroy the target of your antagonism.

b.  Jam 3:5-8, “So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things.  Behold, how great a forest is set on fire by a very small spark.  And the tongue is a fire, the wickedness of wrongdoing; the tongue is so placed in our anatomy so that it contaminates the entire body; therefore, setting on fire the cycle of existence, and being set on fire by the agency of hell.  For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed, and has been tamed by mankind.  But no one can tame [control] the tongue; it is a restless evil full of deadly poison.”

c.  Out of the seven worst sins from God’s viewpoint, three are related to the tongue as verbal sins, Prov 6:16-19.  “There are six things which the Lord hates, in fact, seven are an abomination to Him:  Arrogant eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, a right lobe that devises evil plans [anti-authority sins, conspiracy, and revolution], feet which run rapidly to evil [a trouble-maker], a false witness who utters lies [perjury], and a person who spreads strife among the brethren [gossip, slander, maligning, judging].”

d.  The double standard related to the sins of the tongue.



(1)  Ps 12:2, “They speak emptiness one to another with flattering lips; and with a double standard they speak.”



(a)  The “emptiness” here is gossip, slander, maligning, judging from self-righteous arrogance; hence, the conversation of the believer involved in either legalism or immoral degeneracy.




(b)  They flatter the one who is listening to the maligning and slander of another.



(2)  The legalism of self-righteous arrogance has rejected the grace standards of doctrine; therefore, the double standard of the sins of the tongue.  The tongue is used to flatter those someone is trying to persuade with regard their slander, while at the same time slandering someone else.



(3)  Self-righteousness sets up a double standard of self-vindication on the one hand, while judging and maligning on the other hand.


e.  There is great blessing in avoidance of sins of the tongue, Ps 34:12-13.  “Who is the person who desires long life, loves length of days that he may see prosperity?  Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking slander.”

f.  The pattern and punishment for the sins of the tongue is seen in  Ps 52: 1-5, “Why do you boast of evil, O mighty man?  The grace of God endures all day long.  Your tongue devises destruction, like a sharp razor, O worker of deceit.  You love evil more than good, falsehood more than speaking what is right.  You love all words that destroy, O deceitful tongue.  Consequently, God will break you down forever.  He will snatch you up and tear you away from your tent [human body], and uproot you from the land of the living.”

g.  Concepts of Verbal Sins and their Consequences.



(1)  Believers have deliverance from the sins of the tongue, Job 5:19ff, “In six troubles He will deliver you.  Even in seven, evil will not touch you.  In famine He will deliver you from death, and in war from the power of the sword.  You will be hidden from the scourge of the tongue.  Neither will you be afraid of death when it comes.”


(2)  God protects the pastor from verbal sins, Isa 54:17.  “No weapon that is formed against you will prosper, and every tongue that accuses you in judgment, You [Jesus Christ] will condemn.  This is the heritage of the servant of the Lord and their vindication is from Me,” decrees the Lord.”


(3)  Therefore, the importance of recognizing the sins of the tongue and separating ourselves from them.  Rom 16:17-18, “Now I urge you, fellow Christians, keep your eyes on those who cause dissensions and occasions for stumbling contrary to doctrine which you have learned, and avoid them.  For such types are not servants of our Lord Jesus Christ, but they are slaves to their own emotions.  Furthermore, by their smooth and flattering speech, they will deceive the right lobes of the ignorant.”
5.  An evil wild animal is a word picture for a person with a criminal mentality.


a.  Criminals are evil in that their primary motivation is arrogance.


b.  Criminals are compared to “wild animals” elsewhere in Scripture; for they kill without thought or consideration.

6.  The Cretans are described as gluttons.  Gluttony is the sin of overeating for the physical pleasure of eating.  It is self-indulgence, pre-occupation with self, and a manifestation of arrogance.  Gluttony is condemned in the Old Testament.


a.  Dt 21:20, “They [parents] shall say to the elders of his city, ‘This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey us, he is a glutton and a drunkard.’”

b.  Prov 23:21, “For the heavy drinker and the glutton will come to poverty.”

c.  Gluttony is condemned in the New Testament in Rom 13:13, “Let us walk in an appropriate manner as in the daytime [the spiritual life], not in gluttonous feasts and drinking parties, not in sexual lasciviousness and licentiousness, not in strife and jealousies.”
� The New Bible Dictionary, (Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.) 1962.
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