Romans 7:8



- is the use of the postpositive conjunction DE to transition the reader off the main event line for background information.  Paul will return back to his main thought in verse 12.  So verses 7 and 12 are connected, and we have transitional material between the two verses.  It can be translated, “Now, then” or a parenthesis can be used.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun APHORMĒ, which means “the starting-point or base of operations for an expedition, then generally the resources needed to carry through an undertaking (e.g. even commercial capital), in our literature: occasion, pretext, opportunity for something, a meaning found in Attic Greek and quite common in the Koine.”
  This is followed by the nominative feminine singular aorist active participle from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to take, grasp; receive.”  However, in our English idiom we use the phrase “to seize the opportunity,” which is the sense in which the verb is used here.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety but regards it from the standpoint of its results.  Normally the culminative aorist is translated “having done such and such.”


The active voice indicates that the subject—the sin nature—produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial, adding an addition thought or circumstance behind the action of the main verb.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HAMARTIA, which means “the sin nature.”  This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular article and noun ENTOLĒ, which means “by means of or through the commandment.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb KATERGAZOMAI, which means “achieve, accomplish, do something; bring about, produce, create (sin called forth every desire within me).”


The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, which states a past occurrence as a fact without reference to its progress.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—the sin nature producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “in me” and refers to Paul.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all, every” and the noun EPITHUMIA, which means “lust, desire” in an evil sense.
“Now the sin nature, having seized the opportunity through the commandment, produced in me every [category of] lust.”
 - is the causal use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “Because, For.”  Then we have the improper preposition CHWRIS plus the ablative of separation from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, meaning “apart from the Law” and referring to the Mosaic Law.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, which means “the sin nature.”  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”  Finally we have the predicate nominative feminine singular from the adjective NEKROS, which means “dead” used in a figurative sense of “not perceptible.”

“For apart from the Law the sin nature [is] dead [imperceptible].”
Rom 7:8 corrected translation
“Now the sin nature, having seized the opportunity through the commandment, produced in me every [category of] lust.  For apart from the Law the sin nature [is] dead [imperceptible].”
Explanation:
1.  “Now the sin nature, having seized the opportunity through the commandment, produced in me every [category of] lust.”

a.  Paul’s main thought line is: Rom7:7, “Is the Law sin?  Definitely not!  On the contrary, I was not cognizant of the sin nature except through the Law. (Rom 7:12) As a matter of fact, therefore, the Law is holy.”  Verses 8-11 are a slight digression to provide background material and illustration for the main thought line.


b.  Paul digresses slightly from his main thought that the Mosaic Law is not sinful, does not promote sin, but is in fact holy.  The subject now becomes the sin nature and how it works.  The sin nature produces every category or kind of lust that Paul ever had.  The same is true for you and me.


c.  This statement tells us clearly that the sin nature has different categories of lust.  We have studied these before.  The lust pattern of the sin nature includes:



(1)  Power lust.  This includes approbation lust and inordinate ambition.



(2)  Pleasure lust, 2 Tim 3:4, “lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.”  Pleasure lust is a destroyer of honor, virtue, and integrity through sin and perpetual carnality.  There is nothing wrong with pleasure as long as that pleasure does not involve sinful activity.  Pleasure of the moment is not worth the displeasure of God.



(3)  Sexual lust, Heb 13:4, “Marriage must be held in honor by all, and so sexual intercourse in marriage is pure; therefore also God will judge fornicators and adulterers.”  Sexual lust includes:



(a)  the sexual sins of degeneracy as mentioned in Rom 1:24-27—homosexuality, bestiality, lesbianism, necrophilia.




(b)  the sexual sins of evil, such as the phallic cult.




(c)  the sexual sins of crime–rape, incest, pederasty, prostitution, pandering.



(4)  Social lust.



(5)  Approbation lust.



(6)  Monetary lust, which is greed.



(7)  Chemical lust, including drug addiction and the abuse of alcohol.



(8)  Crusader lust, which is Christian activism.  Christian activism includes civil disobedience, criminality, paramilitary organizations, vigilante activities, social engineering, anti-Semitism, refusal to pay taxes, terrorism, and utopian socialism.



(9)  Revenge lust.



(10)  Criminal lust.

f.  The qualifying phrase, “having seized the opportunity through the commandment,” is very enlightening here.



(1)  The sin nature seizes every opportunity it can to gain control of the soul.



(2)  The sin nature uses even the good things provided by God against all mankind to gain control of the soul and get what it wants.



(3)  The unbeliever is helpless to prevent the sin nature from seizing every opportunity to take advantage of every situation.



(4)  The sin nature uses the commandments of God against us.  Therefore the sin nature uses every statement of Bible doctrine against us.  The more we know, the more we have to fight the sin nature.  Not everyone is willing to engage in this conflict.  Many Christians give up and give in to the sin nature because it is so much easier for them.



(5)  The sin nature is quick to function.  It is always ready and always willing to seize control whenever it can.  The sin nature will attempt to use Bible doctrine against us, but Bible doctrine in our soul is also the means of defeating the sin nature.  The battleground is always the soul and the volition of mankind.

2.  “For apart from the Law the sin nature [is] dead [imperceptible].”

a.  Then Paul digresses again with another short explanation that the sin nature is not even recognized by the unbeliever as existing and operational without the teaching ministry of the Mosaic Law.


b.  The sin nature is the subject of this phrase and refers to the functions, operations, and activities of the sin nature in the life of a human being.


c.  The word “dead” is the predicate object and indicates what the sin nature is.



(1)  However, the word dead is not used literally here because the sin nature is very much alive and functioning in the life of both the believer and unbeliever.



(2)  Therefore, since this is not the literal meaning of the word dead, it has to be a figurative meaning.  Figuratively, the word dead refers to something that does not appear to be alive, active, working, existing, operational, etc.



(3)  As far as the understanding of the unbeliever is concerned there is no such thing as a sin nature.  He does not believe that it exists or operates within him, until he learns something of the divine standards as contained in the word of God.  To the unbeliever the sin nature does not exist, does not operate, and does not function.  That is nothing but a religious myth to try to control people.



(4)  But once the unbeliever learns that God has said that there are certain things that he forbids, the sin nature takes advantage of that situation or opportunity and starts tempting the person in those areas as well.


d.  But now that the unbeliever becomes aware of certain divine standards of behavior declared in the word of God, he also begins to recognize that there is such a thing as a sin nature, and that he has one, and that it is not only operational now but has been operational all his life.  This is a shocking experience for the unbeliever.  If he has a well-developed conscience from the teaching of his parents, then the realization of the magnitude of the function of his sin nature will shock him in wanting to find a solution to the situation.



(1)  If he is positive at God consciousness, then he will turn to God for help and the gospel will be provided.



(2)  If he is negative at God consciousness, then he will turn to human solutions to the problem of sin, such as denial (I didn’t do anything), repression (Forget about it), projection (blaming others), and self-justification (I couldn’t help myself, I needed to do it).
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