Romans 7:25



- is the emphatic use of the conjunction DE, meaning “Indeed, In fact, Really, or Certainly.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun CHARIS, meaning “thanks, gratitude; mostly of gratitude to God or Christ; CHARIS in our literature as a whole, in the sense gratitude, refers to what we owe the Deity, 2 Tim 1:3; 1 Tim 1:12; be grateful for something Phile 7; let us be thankful (to God) Heb 12:28.  It is used elliptically Rom 7:25; 6:17; 2 Cor 9:15.  The reason for the thanks is given in the participle agreeing with “to God” 2 Cor 2:14; 8:16; 1 Cor 15:57.”
  This is followed by the dative of possession from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “to God” in the sense of “belonging to God.”  Literally this says “Gratitude to the God” but the concept here is that “gratitude belongs to God.”  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency (which indicates the personal agent who performs the action) from the masculine singular proper names IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning “through Jesus Christ” plus the article and noun KURIOS with the possessive genitive first person plural from the personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our Lord.”
“Indeed, gratitude belongs to God through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
- is the “inferential (illative) particle; in classical usage it is never at the beginning of its clause.  It is used four ways: 1) so, then, consequently, you see Rom 7:21; 8:1; Gal 3:7; for otherwise 1 Cor 5:10; 7:14; 2) frequently in questions which draw an inference from what precedes; but often simply to enliven the question: who then, what then 2 Cor 1:17; 3) in the apodosis of conditional sentences, to emphasize the result: then, as a result 1 Cor 15:14; 2 Cor 5:14; Gal 2:21; 3:29; 5:11; and 4) at the beginning of a sentence: so, as a result, consequently Mt 7:20; 17:26; Lk 11:48; Rom 10:17; 2 Cor 7:12; Heb 4:9.  Strengthened to ARA OUN, meaning so then; here ARA expresses the inference and OUN the transition Rom 5:18; 7:3, 25; 8:12; 9:16, 18; 14:12, 19; Gal 6:10; Eph 2:19; 1 Thes 5:6; 2 Thes 2:15.”
  With this we have the inferential conjunction OUN, which means “therefore, so, then, consequently.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the first person singular predicate use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “myself.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I.”  Then we have the dative of direct object from the masculine singular article and noun NOMOS, meaning “the Law” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of belonging to God.  Then we have the instrumental of manner from the noun NOUS, meaning “with the mind, thinking.”  With this we have the Attic Greek MEN…DE construction, meaning “on the one hand…on the other hand.”  This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb DOULEUW, meaning “to serve or obey as a slave.”

The present tense is a durative present for what began in the past in Paul’s life as an unbeliever and continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“So then on the one hand with the mind, I myself serve the law of God,”
 - is the other half of the MEN…DE construction, meaning “on the other hand” plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular article used as a personal pronoun (“my”) and noun SARX, meaning “with my flesh.”  This is followed by the dative of direct object from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, meaning “the law” plus the possessive genitive feminine singular from the noun HAMARTIA, meaning “of the sin nature.”
“but on the other hand with my flesh the law of the sin nature.”
Rom 7:25 corrected translation
“Indeed, gratitude belongs to God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  So then on the one hand with the mind, I myself serve the law of God, but on the other hand with my flesh the law of the sin nature.”
Explanation:
1.  “Gratitude belongs to God through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

a.  Paul answers his own question.  Jesus Christ our Lord is the only one who could rescue us from spiritual death and slavery to the sin nature.  And for this, Paul is most grateful.  Gratitude is prayer to God.

b.  The protocol of Church Age prayer demands that all prayers go through the person of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We pray in the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit, through the agency of our Lord Jesus Christ to God the Father.  Any violation of this correct procedure and God is not obligated to answer the prayer.


c.  Since God the Father is the recipient of all prayer, the noun THEOS in this verse refers to God the Father.


d.  Gratitude belongs to God the Father because He devised a plan that completely and totally solved for all time the problem of spiritual death, the sin nature, and personal sin, that is, the barrier between God and man, so that man could have a relationship with God.


e.  Paul was extremely and eternally grateful to God the Father for all that He had done through the Lord Jesus Christ to solve the problem of sin.  Paul had tried to solve the problem through his own ability and had failed miserably.  But Jesus Christ went to the cross and solved the problem in the three most horrible hours of human history.


f.  Gratitude is the daily mental attitude of the mature believer based upon his reciprocal love for God.



(1)  Gratitude originates from understanding the word of God



(a)  Ps 138:2b, “You [human nature of Christ] have magnified Your word above and beyond Your person.”



(b)  Mt 4:4 (quoting the Septuagint of Dt 8:3), “This man [humanity of Christ] shall not live only on bread, but on the basis of every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.”


(2)  Gratitude is a spiritual system for measuring the progress of the spiritual life in the soul.  Gratitude is the ministry of God the Holy Spirit in making the benefits of the unique spiritual life of the Church Age pleasing to the mind, so that the accumulated increments of happiness become the measure of capacity for life.



(3)  Each problem solving device is an increment or increase in your gratitude.  There are ten increments or measurements on the gratitude gauge in the soul.  The increase in gratitude requires Bible doctrine in increments.  Occupation with Christ is when gratitude reaches the maximum.



(4)  Gratitude begins at the moment of salvation.  It is activated by the filling of the Holy Spirit.  Each spiritual problem solving device represents an increase in capacity for life.  Capacity for life includes capacity for fellowship with God, capacity for integrity of the soul, and capacity for problem solving.  Capacity for life and gratitude are measured in terms of problem solving devices in the soul.  Each problem solving device is capacity for happiness, capacity for solutions to the problems of life, and therefore, capacity for gratitude.  The problem solving devices of the spiritual life are: the recovery procedure (1 Jn 1:9), the filling of the Spirit, the faith-rest drill, grace orientation, doctrinal orientation, personal love for God, unconditional love for all others, sharing the happiness of God, a personal sense of destiny, and occupation with Christ.


(5)  You cannot solve problems when you have no gratitude to God.  You create problems you cannot solve.



(6)  Only perception and application of Bible doctrine can raise your level of gratitude.  Gratitude comes from Bible doctrine in the soul.  The capacity of the soul is directly related to the Bible doctrine and gratitude in the soul.



(7)  Gratitude is described in:




(a)  1 Thes 5:18, “In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”  It is God’s will that you thank Him for everything.  No one can fulfill this verse without maximum Bible doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness.



(b)  Eph 5:20, “Always be thankful with reference to all things to God even the Father through the person of our Lord Jesus Christ.”



(c)  Col 2:7, “Having been rooted and grounded and having been edified in Him and being stabilized by means of doctrine as you have been taught, overflowing with thanksgiving.”



(d)  Col 1:12, “Giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us for a share in the endowment of the saints.”


(8)  This kind of gratitude does not apply to other people, it applies to God, God’s grace, and to self.  It is your appreciation of God, not people.  It is designed for fellowship with God.  It measures your relationship with God.  Ps 119:11, “Your word I have treasured in my heart that I may not sin against You.”  If your relationship with God is correct, your relationship with people will be correct.



(9)  All blessings in life start with the grace of God.  Gratitude is measured in terms of the believer’s capacity for fellowship with God.  Our capacity for life, happiness, love, integrity and ability for problem solving is measured by our relationship with God.



(10)  Minimal capacity for gratitude in the soul means maximum vulnerability to carnality.

2.  “So then on the one hand with the mind, I myself serve the law of God,”

a.  Having developed the problem of spiritual death, the sin nature, and resultant personal sin throughout the last two chapters, Paul now comes to his final conclusion with regard to his discussion in this chapter.

b.  As an unbeliever Paul attempted to serve and obey the law of God.  He was unable to do so, but he with his mind was willing to do so.  This is the principle that “the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.”

c.  As a believer Paul is still attempting to serve and obey the law of God.  He is able to do so when filled with the Spirit and unable to do so when out of fellowship with God.  This is the principle that “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me,” Phil 4:13.


d.  So Paul, as a believer, is serving and obeying the law of God by his spiritual growth and execution of the spiritual life.  But the problem of temptation from the sin nature still remains.
3.  “but on the other hand with my flesh the law of the sin nature.”

a.  Concurrently Paul also finds himself still serving the rule of the sin nature with his human body, when he is out of fellowship with God.

b.  When we say “yes” to temptations from the sin nature, when we give in to the lusts and desires of our flesh or human body, then we serve and obey the rule, law, and principle of the sin nature.

c.  Therefore, there are two laws, rules, or principles at work in the life of every believer.



(1)  We serve and obey the law of God, which is to love the Lord our God with all our heart, all our mind, and all our strength, and to love our neighbors as ourselves.



(2)  We serve and obey the law of sin, which is the self-gratification of the lust pattern of the sin nature.

d.  This is the battle between the principles of Bible doctrine in the soul of the believer and the principles of self-justification, self-deception, self-absorption, and self-gratification in the sin nature of the believer.


e.  Our Lord Jesus Christ won this battle over personal sin and spiritual death by living an impeccable, sinless life, and then being judged for our sins without committing any sin Himself.


f.  The victory is our Lord’s, but the victory over sin is given to us through the filling of God the Holy Spirit at salvation.  The question then becomes, “Will we use this invisible asset to serve the law of God during our spiritual life, or not?”
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