Romans 7:22




 - is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the first person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb SUNĒDOMAI, which means “to be happy as the result of the pleasure derived from some experience or state - ‘to rejoice in, to delight in.’”
  The verb EDOMAI means “be pleased with, delight in something” and the preposition intensifies the concept.


The present tense is an aoristic present, which states a present state or condition as a fact without reference to its progress.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning; Paul producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of direct object from the masculine singular article and noun NOMOS, meaning “the law” with the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “from God.”  This is a reference to the Mosaic Law.
“For I delight in the law from God”

 - is the preposition KATA plus the accusative of relationship, “denoting relationship to something, meaning: with respect to, in relation to Rom 1:3; 4:1; 9:3, 5; 7:22”
 from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS with the adverb of place ESW, which means “the inside or inner man.”  The entire prepositional phrase is translated:

“in relation to the inner man,”

Rom 7:22 corrected translation
“For I delight in the law from God in relation to the inner man,”
Explanation:
1.  “For I delight in the law from God [Bible doctrine]”

a.  Paul continues by explaining his previous statement that he desires to do the honorable thing, but finds that evil from his sin nature is always ready to intervene.


b.  Verse 22 parallels Paul’s previous statement that he desires to do the honorable thing.


c.  Verse 23 parallels Paul’s previous statement that evil is present and ready in him to act.


d.  This appears to be the statement of a believer, but we must remember from the previous context of this chapter that Paul is discussing what happened to him as an unbeliever.  However, we should not dismiss how much this principle should apply to all believers.


e.  As an unbeliever Paul derived a great deal of pleasure from learning the word of God.  He was not able to execute it, but he did enjoy studying it and learning it.  There are many unbelievers who study the word of God, yet have never believed in Christ alone for their personal salvation.  Anyone can study the word of God academically without believing in Christ.  This happened to Paul and this is what he is describing here.


f.  This principle should be even more true in the believer.  We should derive the greatest pleasure in life from learning and executing the will, plan, and purpose of God.  Paul really, truly wanted to not just know the word of God but be able to live it.  This was true for him as an unbeliever and even truer for him as a believer in Christ.


g.  The application to us as Church Age believers is that we should always delight in the teaching of the word of God.  Church Age doctrine is the thinking of Christ (1 Cor 2:16), and nothing should matter to us more than the thinking of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  We should delight in the word of the Lord every time we come to Bible class and learn doctrine, regardless of the topic being taught or how much it personally hurts to hear what is being said.  God knew in eternity past exactly what we needed to learn at every Bible class and provides exactly what we need on a daily basis.  Therefore, we should be thankful on a daily basis for what God has provided by way of His word to us for our delight.


h.  If you are not delighted with the teaching of the word of God, then you are in a state of negative volition to doctrine.  At best you are apathetic toward doctrine and at worst you are antagonistic to what God has to say to you.  The pastor is not the issue.  The information is between you and your mentor, God the Holy Spirit, the teacher of doctrine.

2.  “in relation to the inner man,”

a.  Paul’s love of the Law that came from God existed in his inner man, that is, in his soul.  Paul had a soul love for the Law from God.  This never changed in his life.  It was true for him as both an unbeliever and believer.  His frustration came in his inability to execute that Law as an unbeliever because of the interference of his sin nature.  That same frustration exists for the believer in carnality.


b.  Paul defines the inner man for use in the verses that follow:



(1)  Rom 7:23, “ but I see a different principle in the members of my body, campaigning against the principle of my mind, and so making me a prisoner to the principle of the sin nature, the same [sin nature] being located in the members of my body.”



(2)  Rom 7:25, “Grace belongs to the God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  So then on the one hand with my mind, I myself serve the law of God, but on the other hand with my flesh I serve the law of sin [the sin nature].”



(3)  Eph 3:16, “I pray that He [God the Father] may give you on the basis of the riches of His glory to become strong by means of power through His Spirit in your inner being ([man]).”


c.  Paul’s soul loved the Law of God, but his sin nature hated the Law of God.  Thus the conflict that he endured as an unbeliever of wanting to have a relationship with God based on learning and keeping the Law, but not being able to do so because of his own lusts and desires that prevented him from keeping the Law.


d.  The inner man includes both the human spirit and the human soul.  Bible doctrine is spiritual phenomena that can only be understood by the human soul after it has been made a reality in the human spirit.  God the Holy Spirit teaches the infinite, eternal concepts of God to the human spirit, which is the apparatus given to us at salvation, so that we can understand God in our human souls.  It takes both the teaching of the Holy Spirit and the Central Processing Unit of the human spirit to make Bible doctrine understandable to the human soul.  The human spirit acts as a computer CPU, translating the programming instructions in a programming language we do not understand and turning it into a language and symbols we can understand.  This is all part of the grace apparatus of perception provided by God for our delight.


e.  Our happiness is and always will be related to our attitude toward the word of God.  Those who neglect and reject doctrine are miserable by their own decision and actions.  Those who accept and apply doctrine develop personal love for God and share the happiness of God.  The negative believer creates his own unhappiness.  God creates the happiness of the positive believer.
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