Romans 7:20



- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS used as a demonstrative pronoun and meaning “the thing which,” “that which,” or “what.”  This is followed by the negative OU, meaning “not” with the first person singular present active indicative from the verb THELW, which means “I do not wish, will, desire.”

The present tense is a historical present in which Paul looks at the action from the standpoint of being present in the past when it was happening to him.  This is also a descriptive present for what is currently going on in the life of believer in perpetual carnality.


The active voice indicates that Paul is producing the action as an unbeliever retrospectively.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

The word EGW occurs in several good manuscripts and is absent in several good manuscripts.  The evidence is divided.  However, since the scribes tended to add words for clarity rather than remove them, and since the sentence says the same thing with or without the word, it is probably a scribal addition.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which is used to “resume something previously mentioned, with special emphasis: this very thing.”
  This is followed by the present active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “I keep doing.”

The present tense is an iterative present for what occurs at successive intervals.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Now if what I do not desire this very thing I keep doing,”
- is the adverb of time OUKETI, which means “no longer” plus the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I.”  With this we have the first person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb KATERGAZOMAI, which means “to do, accomplish, commit; produce, make, bring about (when used in a bad sense).”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a present fact without reference to its progress.  Paul is simply stating the fact this action occurs and not stressing the duration of the action.

The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person neuter singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, meaning “it” and referring to doing what he does not desire.

“I am no longer bringing it about,”
 - is the same phrase we had at the end of verse 17.  It is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HAMARTIA, meaning “the sin nature.”  With this we have the present active ascriptive participle from the verb OIKEW, which means “to live, dwell, reside in.”  (Some excellent manuscripts have ENOIKEW here, which means the same thing.)


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the sin nature produces the action of living in Paul.


The ascriptive participle functions as a substantive and modifies the noun HAMARTIA as an adjective meaning “the living sin nature.”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in me.”
“but the living-in-me sin nature.”
Rom 7:20 corrected translation
“Now if what I do not desire this very thing I keep doing, I am no longer bringing it about, but the living-in-me sin nature.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now if what I do not desire this very thing I keep doing,”

a.  Paul continues his thought and explanation with a statement regarding the fact that he keeps on doing what he does not want to do.

b.  Paul has already established the fact that this is true in his previous statement at the end of the last verse.  So now he builds on that statement to further advance his thought.

c.  It is a fact that unbelievers keep on doing the very thing they do not want to do.  This is because they have no control over the sin nature.


d.  However, the believer has control over the sin nature by being filled with the Spirit and does not keep on doing what the sin nature demands.  For the believer to obey the temptations and lusts of the sin nature, he or she must first reject the filling of the Spirit and step outside the sphere of power that God has provided for them to say “no” to temptation.


e.  The believer must reject using the omnipotence of God to keep from sinning in order to commit a sin.  The believer must reject the motivation of his or her personal love for God in order to commit a sin.  The believer must give up his or her state of purification from sin in order to commit a sin.


f.  But for the unbeliever all of this is not a problem.  He or she simply does whatever the sin nature wants, even though they themselves from their own conscience, motivation, and desire do not really want to do it.


g.  The situation is the same for the believer out of fellowship with God as it is for the unbeliever.  The situation is completely different for the believer in fellowship with God.  Paul is not discussing his situation as a believer in fellowship with God.

2.  “I am no longer bringing it about, but the living-in-me sin nature.”

a.  The subject again is Paul as an unbeliever, discussing what life was like for him prior to salvation.  He is also discussing what life is like for him when he is out of fellowship with God, but that is not the primary purpose of his discussion here.

b.  The fact that Paul is no longer bringing it about does not indicate that his volition is not involved; for volition is involved in the sin of every person that has ever lived.

c.  This is not saying that Paul as an unbeliever was doing things against his will.  On the contrary, it is saying that the initial impetus to sin, the motivation for sin, the temptation and desire to sin was not coming from his conscious thoughts and will, but from somewhere else within him.

d.  This statement indicates to us that the sin nature has a mind of its own.  This does not mean that we have two minds in our human body, but is a good English idiom to explain what is going on.


e.  The old sin nature has its physical desires and demands that can be executed by the soul and body of a person, just as the person has their own conscious and subconscious desires and demands that can be executed by the soul and body.


f.  Both the mentality of the soul with its conscious desires, plans, will, and purpose and the sin nature with its lusts, desires, will, and purpose are fighting for what they want.  The volition of the soul makes the decision at any given time to support one or the other.  This is the battle in the soul fought every day by the believer.  But for the unbeliever and the believer in perpetual carnality the sin nature wins this battle every time.  The only power that can set a person free from the power of the sin nature to get its way is the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit.

g.  So the sin nature is using its power, drive, and ability to get the unbeliever to do what it wants, even when it is against the conscious will of the unbeliever.  This is why we say “we can’t control ourselves.”  We do what the sin nature wants even though in our rational, conscious mind we do not want to do what it wants.

h.  The sin nature is alive and well in the human, physical body of every person of the human race.  As a function of its life in the unbeliever, the sin nature makes its demands, usually based on bad emotions, which all come from the sin nature.  The sin nature brings about the desire to do things wrong.  It makes the desire so strong that the human being cannot say “no” to it.  The sin nature is out of control and creating the demand syndrome on a daily basis.  The unbeliever is helpless to control himself, and therefore, finds himself or herself doing the very thing they do not really want to do.
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