Romans 7:19



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the negative OU, meaning “not” followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which intrinsic good” and referring to the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective AGATHOS at the end of this clause.  “The noun which is the antecedent of a relative clause can be incorporated into the latter without abbreviating the construction and without attraction of the case: Mt 24:44; Lk 12:40; 17:29, 30; 24:1; Jn 6:14; Rom 7:19.”

  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb THELW, which means “I wish, will, want, purpose, resolve.”


The present tense is a historical present for what is now going on from the viewpoint of us being with Paul in the past watching him as an unbeliever.  This can also be a descriptive present for what is going on with him now as a believer.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, make, manufacture.”


The present tense is a historical present for what is now going on from the viewpoint of us being with Paul in the past watching him as an unbeliever.  This can also be a descriptive present for what is going on with him now as a believer.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“For the intrinsic good which I will [purpose, desire] I am not doing,”

 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” referring to the accusative neuter singular direct object from the adjective KAKOS, meaning “evil” that follows in this clause.  Then we have the negative OU, meaning “not” with the first person singular present active indicative from the verb THELW, which means “I desire, wish, will, want, purpose, resolve.”


The present tense is a historical present for what is now going on from the viewpoint of us being with Paul in the past watching him as an unbeliever.  This can also be a descriptive present for what is going on with him now as a believer.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the adjectival use of the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”   Finally, we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb PRASSW, which means “I keep on practicing, doing, accomplishing, committing.”


The present tense is a descriptive and pictorial present for what is now going on in the life of Paul and can be looked at from the standpoint of a historical event that we are present with Paul looking at the events or a current event in his life.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of doing, accomplishing, or practicing evil.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“but the evil which I do not desire, this I keep on practicing.”

Rom 7:19 corrected translation
“For the intrinsic good which I will [purpose, desire] I am not doing, but the evil which I do not desire, this I keep on practicing.”
Explanation:
1.  “For the intrinsic good which I will [purpose, desire] I am not doing,”

a.  Paul continues with an explanation of why there is no honorable accomplishment in his life as an unbeliever. (The principles here are also true for the believer in reversionism and perpetual carnality, but Paul is using himself as an example during his life as an unbeliever.)


b.  Paul wants to do the right and honorable thing and please God.  But he finds that he just cannot, will not, and does not do what God wants.  Instead he finds himself doing everything that the sin nature wants him to do.  No matter how much he wants to produce divine good, as an unbeliever he cannot do so.


c.  Intrinsic good is something that is good, honorable, and virtuous in and of itself.  Since the Scriptures declare that no one is good but God alone, intrinsic good cannot be produced by anyone but God.  This is why the believer is capable of producing divine good; for he or she has the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit and the motivation from reciprocal love for God to do so.


d.  Intrinsic good is all the good that God does and all the good He requires of us.  There is only one intrinsically good thing an unbeliever can do and that is to believe in Christ.  It is non-meritorious and God the Holy Spirit makes it efficacious or intrinsically good on our behalf.


e.  As an unbeliever, nothing Paul could ever do would be intrinsically good.  He could not keep the Law.  He found himself coveting all the time.  The whole purpose of Codex One of the Mosaic Law was to show the unbeliever like Paul that he was not intrinsically good and there was nothing about him intrinsically worthwhile to God; thus the need for a savior.


f.  So all of Paul’s attempts to keep the Law resulted in him realizing that he was doing nothing worthy of God, northing worthwhile, nothing intrinsically good.

2.  “but the evil which I do not desire, this I keep on practicing.”

a.  Instead Paul lived his life full of evil.  Evil is attempting to be righteous, holy, good, and honorable, while in truth being exactly the opposite.


b.  The last thing Paul wanted to do was to be a hypocrite, to be a phony, a fake, a liar.  But that was exactly what he was as a Pharisee.  Paul never wanted to have the outward appearance of being holy and good, while at the same time truly being sinful, evil, and a violator of the Mosaic Law.  But that is what he was.


c.  Now that Paul is a believer, he realizes that as a Pharisee this evil was exactly what he was practicing on a daily basis.  The very thing he was attempting to avoid and trying desperately not to allow to happen was in fact the very thing he was doing all the time.  This had become his way of life as a Pharisee.  The fact he says here “I keep on practicing this” indicates that this occurred prior to his salvation, because after his salvation Paul learned and used the recovery procedure of the rebound technique of 1 Jn 1:9 on a consistent basis.


d.  Paul was not glorifying God, not pleasing God, not performing the will of God, but coveting, breaking God’s Law, producing sin, and acting like he was constantly in the will of God.  That is evil.


e.  The Church Age believer out of fellowship with God acts the same way when he refuses to use the recovery procedure of the spiritual life and enters into a life of perpetual carnality.
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