Romans 7:18



- is the emphatic use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “Indeed, certainly, surely, actually” plus the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “I know.”


The perfect tense emphasizes the present state resulting from a past action.  This indicates that Paul thought about this a lot in the past and came to some definite conclusions based on his self-analysis.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, used after verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that mental activity.  It is translated “that.”  Then we have the strong, absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” and the third person singular present active indicative from the verb OIKEW, which means “to live, reside.”


The present tense is a durative present for something that began in the past and continues in the present.  This could also be construed as a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists while a person is alive on earth.  It is also certainly a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that this state or condition produces the action of not living or residing in Paul.  The state or condition is any intrinsic good.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “in me.”

“Indeed, I know that there does not reside in me,”
- is the nominative neuter singular subject from the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “that” with the present active indicative third person singular from the verb EIMI, which means “is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that this situation produces the action of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun SARX with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in my flesh” and referring to Paul’s human body.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular adjective AGATHOS, meaning “intrinsic good.”

“that is, in my human body, intrinsic good;”
- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for.”  This could also be a causal use, meaning “because.”  Then we have the nominative neuter singular articular present active infinitive from the verb THELW, which means “the will, want, wish, desire, or resolve.”  This is the substantival use of the infinitive in which its noun aspect is primary.  Here we have the infinitive used as the subject of a verb.  This is followed by the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb PARAKEIMAI, which means “to be present.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on, and even a durative present for what has continued to take place since Paul’s salvation.  This could also be an aoristic present for a fact without reference to its progress.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning—Paul’s will, desire, and resolve produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

Then we have the locative of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in me.”

“for the resolve is present in me,”
 - is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” plus the nominative neuter singular articular present deponent middle/passive infinitive from the article and verb KATERGAZOMAI, which means “the accomplishment, the doing.”  Again we have a substantival infinitive (see above).  With this we have the nominative neuter singular from the article and adjective KALOS, meaning “honorable, noble, or morally good.”  Finally, we have the negative OUK, but notice the accents on the word.  It is followed in the context by a vowel, so it should be OUK instead of OU.  But this is not just the negative OU, OUK, or OUCH.  This is the most emotionally charged, dogmatic and dramatic “NO!” a person can possibly say (“OU with an accent is the negative answer no.”
)  It is only found a few times in Scripture and accented this way.

(1)  Matt 13:29, “But he said, ‘No; for while you are gathering up the tares, you may uproot the wheat with them.’”


(2)  Mt 22:17, “Tell us then, what do You think? Is it lawful to give a poll-tax to Caesar, or not?”  (Mk 12:14; Lk 20:22)


(3)  Lk 14:3, “And Jesus answered and spoke to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, ‘Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?’”


(4)  Jn 1:21, “They asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ And he said, “I am not.’ ‘Are you the Prophet?’ And he answered, ‘No.’”


(5)  Jn 7:12, “There was much grumbling among the crowds concerning Him; some were saying, ‘He is a good man’; others were saying, ‘No, on the contrary, He leads the people astray.’”


(6)  Jn 21:5, “So Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you do not have any fish, do you?’ They answered Him, ‘No.’” (They appeared to be angry that they hadn’t caught anything after fishing all night, and someone they didn’t know had the gall to ask them in such a way as to suggest they were wasting their time; thus their loud, angry, dogmatic response.)


(7)  2 Cor 1:17, “Therefore, I was not really acting in a capricious manner, when desiring this, was I?  Or these things which I desire, do I desire because of the flesh, that there might be in me a clear ‘Yes’ and a clear ‘No’?”


(8)  2 Cor 1:19, “For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was proclaimed among you by us, by me and Silvanus and Timothy, was not ‘Yes and No,’ but in Him ‘Yes’ began in the past and continues to be in the present.”


(9)  Jam 5:12, “But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath; but your yes is to be yes, and your no, no, so that you may not fall under judgment.”


(10)  This is a total of twelve times out of the 1622 occurrences of the negative, or 0.7%.

“but the honorable accomplishment—No!”
Rom 7:18 corrected translation
“Indeed, I know that there does not reside in me, that is, in my human body, intrinsic good; for the resolve is present in me, but the honorable accomplishment—No!”
Explanation:
1.  “Indeed, I know that there does not reside in me, that is, in my human body, intrinsic good;”

a.  Paul continues with an emphatic illustration, using himself as the illustration.  He makes the dogmatic statement that there is nothing intrinsically good about his own human body.  Paul says this in reference to his human physical life without any concept of the spiritual life; for the indwelling of God the Holy Spirit and the indwelling of God the Father and the indwelling of Jesus Christ as the Shekinah Glory in the body of the Church Age believer are all intrinsically good things.


b.  However, Paul is not talking about the wonderful things that God has done for all Church Age believers as a part of the uniqueness of this dispensation of human history.  Instead he is talking about his own, inherent, physical being.  The problem is that every cell of the human being is contaminated, corrupted, and ruined from its state of original perfection in the creation of God by the existence of the sin nature.  The sin nature was created by the will of Adam, when he deliberately and knowingly rejected the love of God and disobeyed the will of God.  This caused every cell in his human body to become corrupt, defiled, ruined, and in rebellion to the will of God.


c.  In the Garden of Eden, Adam’s desire to continue to be with his wife in a state of spiritual death was more important to him than his relationship with God.  He chose for his wife.  His physical and emotional desire for her was more important to him than his spiritual relationship with God.  Therefore, he sinned against God and created spiritual death and his own human desire to continue sinning.


d.  Every cell of the human body desires to have its needs met.  The physical body demands attention.  Corrupt and sinful emotions also get into the act and demand attention as well.  Both of these produce the desire to continue sinning.  Therefore, there is nothing intrinsically good about our physical bodies or our corrupt emotions.  Emotions out of control in anger, hatred, jealousy, bitterness, etc. have been corrupted by our evil and sinful desires.  God designed emotions to be the appreciators of the soul and human life.  Man in rebellion of God corrupted those emotions as well as his physical body.


e.  Paul was very aware of the fact there was nothing intrinsically good within himself physically or emotionally and that there was nothing there for God to love or worth saving by God.  The only intrinsic good in the universe or outside of it is the intrinsic good of God, which is given to anyone who believes in Christ.  It is called the imputation of the perfect righteousness of God, which we studied in Romans 3-5.


f.  God the Holy Spirit is able to create and produce intrinsic good in the Church Age believer through His filling, the spiritual gift He gives us, and the motivation of personal love for God which is produced in our soul by learning, believing, and living the word of God.

2.  “for the resolve is present in me,”

a.  Paul goes on to explain why there is nothing intrinsically good in him.  He has the motivation, the will, the desire, the resolve to do what is right, to do what is good, to execute the will of God.  We have all experienced this more than once in our life.  We learn the word of God and immediately want to execute it.  So we do exactly what God wants and continue to do so.  We are excited, happy, and thrilled to know and do the will of God.  We are certain we are glorifying Him as no one else ever has.


b.  Then one day we commit the big Oops.  We sinned in that one area that we thought we would never sin in again.  But we remember to rebound and acknowledge the sin to God, and continue on glorifying God to the maximum by not sinning and thinking that all is well with our world.  Then we “Oops” again.


c.  Now we get angry at ourselves.  We become determined.  We will show the sin nature who is boss.  We will prove to God that this will never happen again.  We are ready for the fight now.  Nothing will stop us.  Oops.

d.  Now we start getting frustrated, upset, discouraged, disappointed in ourselves, maybe even a little emotional about ourselves.  Now we beg for forgiveness, plead with God to help us, and shed a tear or two in remorse.  But we pick ourselves up and drag ourselves back into the fight, a whole lot less enthusiastic than when this all began.  Then we “Oops” again.


e.  Now we realize that no matter what we do, this same sin keeps on happening, and we are the cause of the problem.  We face the reality that we keep on doing what we want to do, and that no matter what our intellect says to us, our sin nature keeps demanding what it wants.  So now the battle is truly on; for we face the reality of the situation without illustration, without excuses, without self-justification and realize that we want to do what God wants, but the problem is that we also want to do what we want.  Paul had reached this point.

3.  “but the honorable accomplishment—No!”

a.  Then Paul makes one of the most dramatic and dogmatic statements in the word of God.  This is one of the most intense statements in Scripture.  In contrast to the tenacious resolve, the determined desire, and dogmatic will to do what God wants, Paul absolutely and emphatically is not accomplishing what God wants.


b.  The honorable accomplishment is the execution of God’s will.


c.  As an unbeliever, Paul cannot keep the Law and meet the righteous requirements of God necessary for salvation.  As a believer, he cannot live the rest of his spiritual life free of sin.  He is trapped with a sin nature that is constantly working against his desire to accomplish all the honor, integrity, and virtue he wants to produce in his life.  He wants to do the right thing but he can’t do it, and it is driving him crazy.


d.  He begins to realize that he is in a hopeless situation.  There is nothing he can do to fix the problem of having a sin nature within himself.

� Arndt, W.  A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature (electronic ed. of the 2nd ed., rev. and augmented.) (Page 590). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
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