Romans 7:14



 - is the emphatic use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “Certainly, Indeed, Surely, Actually.”  With this we have the first person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “we know.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which indicates a present state of being as a result of a past completed action.


The active voice indicates that Paul and his readers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that activity.  It is translated “that.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular monadic use of the article and the noun NOMOS, meaning “the Law” and referring to God’s law given to Moses.  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective PNEUMATIKOS, which means “spiritual.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”


The present tense is a gnomic present, which indicates a universal truth, a maxim and a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that God’s law produces the action of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“Certainly we know that the Law is spiritual,”
- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” with the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective SARKINOS, which means “belonging to the realm of the flesh in so far as it is weak, sinful, and transitory, and in these respects is opposed to the spirit.”
  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “I am.”


The present tense is a gnomic present, which indicates a universal truth, a maxim and a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that Paul (and any human being) produces the action of being what he is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“but I am fleshly,”
 - is the nominative masculine first person singular perfect passive participle from the verb PIPRASKW, which “may also be used to refer to selling a person into slavery.  Note, for example, PIPRASKW in Mt 18.25, ‘his master ordered him to be sold as a slave’  In Rom 7:14 PIPRASKW is used figuratively ‘sold as a slave to sin,’ in the sense that sin is personified as the master.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that Paul received the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition HUPO plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun HAMARTIA, meaning being “under the power, rule, sovereignty, command, etc. under (the power of) the sin nature.”

“having been sold into slavery under the power of the sin nature.”
Rom 7:14 corrected translation
“Certainly we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am fleshly, having been sold into slavery under the power of the sin nature.”
Explanation:
1.  “Certainly we know that the Law is spiritual,”

a.  Paul digresses for a moment to expand the concept of the holiness of God’s law, which he introduced in the last verse.  He states a universal truth that is commonly accepted by both him and all of his readers.  This principle is something that both he and they learned many years before and both agree to without debate.


b.  The Law is spiritual.  God is a spirit and the Law came from God.  Therefore the Law is spiritual.  This is another way of saying that the Law is holy, right, and demands the correct things of mankind.  Paul does not need to prove this point, since he knows that the Roman believers already accept this principle as true.  So he moves on in his discussion by contrasting himself with the holiness and perfection of the Law.

2.  “but I am fleshly,”

a.  The contrast is that Paul as a human being (or possibly as an unbeliever) is not holy, spiritual, perfect, righteous, or anything that would or could commend him to God.


b.  This is a reference to the fact Paul is a human being in spiritual death as an unbeliever and with a functioning sin nature as a believer, depending on whether or not you want to regard what he is saying as being about his life as an unbeliever or his life after salvation as a believer.  It can be looked at both ways.


c.  The sin nature is located in the cell structure of the body.  It is a part of our genetic make-up.  It was created by Adam as a result of his original sin to reject the love of God and disobey God.


d.  So Paul contrasts the perfection of God’s law and standard with his own imperfection and inclination to sin.  All of us have the inclination and predilection to sin.  We want to sin, we like to sin, so we sin.  We commit mental attitude, verbal, and overt sins.  We sin because we want to sin, not because we have to sin or because someone else makes us sin.


e.  Sin is violation of the standard and policy of God.  It is violation of the law of God.  Sin is rejection of the love of God, the will of God, and the desire of God.  There is nothing in the law of God compatible with our inherent nature to want to sin and disobey God.

3.  “having been sold into slavery under the power of the sin nature.”

a.  Then Paul adds an additional thought, which explains why we are the way we are.  We have been sold into slavery to the sin nature.  We are under the power and control of the sin nature.  We were sold into slavery to the sin nature the moment God gave us human life.


b.  God did not sell us into slavery.  We sold ourselves into slavery through the action of Adam as the initial representative (federal head) of the human race.  Adam sold us into slavery the moment he rejected the love of God and ate from the tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  As the federal head of the human race, he acted on behalf of us all.  God knew in His infinite wisdom that each one of us would have done exactly the same thing as Adam under those circumstances.


c.  So we sold ourselves into slavery to the sin nature positionally in Adam, and that slavery is applied to us at birth by the imputation of Adam’s original sin to our genetically formed sin nature.  Therefore, from the moment of birth we are under the power and control of the sin nature.  This is called “fleshly” here by Paul and contrasted with the spirituality of God’s law.


d.  There is nothing wrong with God’s law.  There is everything wrong with us.

� Arndt, W.  A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature (electronic ed. of the 2nd ed., rev. and augmented.) (Page 743). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Louw, J. P. Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on semantic domains (electronic edition of the 2nd ed.) (Page 578). New York: United Bible societies.


� Arndt, W.  A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature (electronic ed. of the 2nd ed., rev. and augmented.) (Page 843). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.





PAGE  
2

