Romans 7:11



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HAMARTIA, which means “the sin nature.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun APHORMĒ, meaning “opportunity” as we had in verse 8.  Then we have the nominative feminine singular aorist active participle from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to take” in the sense of “to seize” an opportunity.


The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety and states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the sin nature produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb.  It is translated “having seized.”

This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular article and noun ENTOLĒ, meaning “by means of or through the commandment.”  Then we have the main verb in the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EXAPATAW, which means “to deceive” as in 2 Thes 2:3.


The aorist tense is a historical or constative aorist
, which regards the action in its entirety and states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the sin nature produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “me” and referring to Paul.

“For the sin nature, having seized the opportunity through the commandment, deceived me,”
 - is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the third person singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and meaning “through it.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APOKTEINW, which means “to kill” in the sense of depriving someone of life.  In this case the sin nature deprived Paul of the true spiritual life offered by God.


The aorist tense is a historical or constative aorist
, which regards the action in its entirety and states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the sin nature produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

The direct object “[me]” is implied from the previous statement in this verse.

“and through it killed [me].”
Rom 7:11 corrected translation
“For the sin nature, having seized the opportunity through the commandment, deceived me, and through it killed [me] [carnal death accompanying spiritual death].”
Explanation:
1.  “For the sin nature, having seized the opportunity through the commandment, deceived me,”

a.  Paul continues with an explanation of what the sin nature did to him as an unbeliever.


b.  First, the sin nature deceived Paul.  This is the same word used in 2 Thes 2:3 by Paul to describe what Satan will do with regard to the second advent of Christ, “Do not let anyone deceive you in any way, because unless the rebellion has come first and the man of lawlessness, the son of destruction has been revealed, …”



(1)  The major function of the sin nature is to deceive you.  Since the sin nature belongs to you and it functions to deceive you, then this is really self-deception.  Self-deception is one of the four arrogance skills of the sin nature.  The other three are self-absorption, self-justification and self-gratification.


(2)  The sin nature deceives us by helping us lie to ourselves about what is true and what is real.  We lie to ourselves because we want to believe something that we know is not really true is true no matter what.  People often do this in love relationships, telling themselves that the other person loves them, when they know that the person is really only using them.



(3)  The sin nature helps us see the world the way we want to see it, not necessarily the way the world is.



(4)  By deceiving us, the sin nature can get us to do things we would otherwise not do.  The sin nature deceives us into believing that certain things are true, so that we will make wrong decisions based upon those erroneous beliefs.  In this way the sin nature gains and keeps control of our thinking, our decisions, and our actions.


c.  All unbelievers are deceived by the sin nature, especially in the matter of relationship with God.



(1)  The sin nature deceives us into thinking that God does not exist.



(2)  The sin nature deceives us into thinking that even if God exists, He does not love us.



(3)  The sin nature deceives us into thinking we must do all kinds of things to have a relationship with God other than simply believe in Christ.



(4)  The sin nature deceives us into thinking we can lose our salvation.



(5)  The sin nature deceives us into thinking we can get away with sin.


d.  In Paul’s example here, the sin nature deceived him by using the tenth commandment of the Mosaic Law (not to covet) as the opportunity to get him to believe that by keeping this commandment he could have a relationship with God.  Paul was deceived by his sin nature into thinking that keeping the Law would produce a relationship with God and save him.  The same thing was happening all over the Roman Empire to Jews and Gentiles and even believers, who were going back to keeping the Law as the means of living the spiritual life of the Church.


e.  The sin nature was using the Law to deceive both believers and unbelievers, keeping believers from living the spiritual life and keeping unbelievers from believing in Christ.  Nothing has changed in 2000 years, and the sin nature is still doing the same thing.
2.  “and through it [the tenth commandment] killed [me] [carnal death accompanying spiritual death].”

a.  Paul continues by stating what happened to him experientially.  The sin nature used the commandment not to covet to produce carnal death as a part of spiritual death in Paul’s life.


b.  Paul was dead spiritually at physical birth.


c.  Paul was killed experientially as an unbeliever by the sin nature’s use of the commandment not to covet to create the desire in Paul to covet.


d.  Paul did not have a problem with lust until he learned from the Law that he was not supposed to lust.  But once he learned he was not supposed to lust, his sin nature seized this opportunity to produce lust in him constantly.  The result was the function of the sin nature producing carnal death or the production of all kinds of personal sins in his life.


e.  Paul was spiritually dead positionally and experientially.  The more he learned about the demands of God the more the sin nature used this opportunity to produce sin in his life.  The latter state had become worse than the first.


f.  Carnal, temporal, cosmic, or fragmented death refers to the function of the person’s volition in converting temptation from the sin nature into sinfulness.



(1)  Whether the person knows he is being tempted or not is never the issue.  The issue is that you wanted to do that sin and you did it; therefore, ignorance is no excuse.



(2)  The believer cannot sin inside the spiritual life.  Therefore, the decision to sin is made outside the spiritual life.  The decision to sin automatically places the believer inside the cosmic system.  Living inside the cosmic system classifies that believer as living in temporal or cosmic death.


(3)  The unbeliever is already living in the cosmic system under the control of the sin nature.  He is in perpetual cosmic or temporal death.


(4)  For the believer, cosmic involvement through sin is always cosmic death.  When in the cosmic system, you are in cosmic death.

j.  Related Scripture.



(1)  James 1:15, “When lust has become pregnant, it gives birth to sin. Furthermore, when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.”  Lust is temptation trying to penetrate the soul.



(2)  Rom 8:6, “For the mindset of the flesh [old sin nature] is death [cosmic death], but the mindset of the Spirit is life and prosperity.”
 

(3)  Rom 8:13, “For if you are living according to the flesh [old sin nature], you must die [cosmic death], but if you through the Holy Spirit are putting to death the production of the flesh, you live.”  When you say “no” to temptation you are in the spiritual life.



(4)  1 Jn 3:14, “We know that we have changed our residence from the realm of death [cosmic system] to [the Christian way of] life.  Anyone who does not have love remains in death.”
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