Romans 5:4



- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “And” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HUPOMONĒ, meaning “perseverance, endurance, steadfastness.”  This is a reference to perseverance in the spiritual life in the face of undeserved suffering.  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the main verb from the previous statement, “to [bring about].”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun DOKIMĒ, which means “‘the quality of being approved’, hence character or approved character.”
  The approved character of the spiritual life is the demonstration of one’s integrity in their relationship with God.
“And perseverance [brings about] approved integrity,”
 - is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun DOKIMĒ, meaning “approved character” or “demonstrated integrity.”  Again we have the ellipsis of the main verb from the previous verse “to [bring about].”  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ELPIS, which means “absolute confidence.”
“and approved integrity [brings about] absolute confidence.”
Rom 5:4 corrected translation
“And perseverance [brings about] approved integrity, and approved integrity [brings about] absolute confidence.”
Explanation:
1.  “And perseverance [brings about] approved integrity,”

a.  Paul continues with the logical result of having perseverance in the spiritual life.

b.  Undeserved suffering forces us to persevere in our positive volition to doctrine and dependence on the love of God.

c.  Perseverance then proves and demonstrates that our integrity has been approved by God.


d.  We don’t need the approval of man; we need the approval of God.


e.  Integrity is always challenged by Satan and tested by God.


f.  God tests our integrity to demonstrate to Satan that we have it, just as our Lord had it.


g.  One of Satan’s defenses in his appeal trial is that a creature cannot have integrity and should not be expected by God to have integrity.

h.  Therefore, God gives us the basis for integrity at salvation by the imputation of His very own righteousness and then teaches us His norms and standards, so that we might develop integrity in our spiritual life.


i.  As we advance in our spiritual understanding and application of doctrine, God tests the doctrine in our souls to demonstrate our integrity to us and to others.


j.  When we reach spiritual maturity, God has the opportunity to test our integrity to the maximum as He did Job’s integrity.


k.  When we have passed the testing, our integrity is approved by God and entered into testimony in Satan’s appeal trial.  Every mature believer proves Satan completely wrong in his defense that a creature of God cannot learn and develop integrity.


l.  Without perseverance from the momentum of doctrine in our souls, the motivation of personal love for God, the protection of the grace of God, and the power of the filling of the Spirit we will not develop the approved integrity that God desires.

m.  Without undeserved suffering we cannot develop perseverance in the spiritual life.


n.  Without undeserved suffering we cannot develop confidence in God.

2.  “and approved integrity [brings about] absolute confidence.”

a.  Paul continues his logical conclusions with the result of the development of approved integrity.

b.  Integrity that has been tested and approved by God brings about absolute confidence in God.

c.  Once the doctrine in our souls has been tested and proven, we have absolute confidence in that doctrine.


d.  Tested and approved integrity brings about absolute confidence in the will, plan, and purpose of God for our lives.


e.  Tested and approved integrity brings about absolute confidence in the love and integrity of God.

f.  Integrity does not happen instantly; it develops over time.


g.  Integrity is not tested instantly; it is tested over time.


h.  Integrity is not approved instantly; it is approved over time.


i.  Absolute confidence does not happen instantly; it develops over time.


j.  Perseverance does not happen instantly; it happens over time.

k.  Perseverance in the spiritual life develops absolute confidence in God, and absolute confidence never disappoints, Rom 5:5, “and absolute confidence does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”
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