Romans 5:19
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- is the comparative conjunction HWSPER, which is used in the protasis of a comparative sentence, when the apodosis begins with HOUTWS.  It means “just as” or simply “as.”  Then we have the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For.”  This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular article and noun PARAKOĒ, which means “through the disobedience.”  Then we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article, the cardinal adjective HEIS, and the noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “of the one man.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective HAMARTWLOS, used as a substantive and meaning “sinful ones” or “sinners.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb KATHISTĒMI, which means “to be appointed; to be made or become something.”


The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, which states a past fact of what God did at the point of the fall of mankind.


The passive voice indicates that the many sinful ones or sinners receive the action of being made sinners.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and adjective POLUS, used as a substantive and meaning “the many” and referring to the many members of the human race.
“For as through the disobedience of one man [Adam] the many were appointed sinful,”
 - is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “so” with the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the article and noun HUPAKOĒ, which means “through the obedience.”  This is followed by the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article, the cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “of the One” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective DIKAIOS, meaning “righteous ones.”  This is followed by the third person plural future passive indicative from the verb KATHISTĒMI, which means “to be appointed, to be made, become.”  When used in this sense, it functions like EIMI or GINOMAI and takes a predicate nominative object (“righteous ones”), as it does here.  See BDAG, p. 492, the third meaning of the verb.

The future tense is a predicative future, which states what will definitely take place in the future.


The passive voice indicates that many members of the human race, that is, those who have believed in Christ, will receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and adjective POLUS, used as a substantive and meaning “the many” and referring to the many members of the human race who believe in Christ.

“so also through the obedience of the One the many shall become righteous.”
Rom 5:19 corrected translation
“For as through the disobedience of one man [Adam] the many were appointed sinful, so also through the obedience of the One the many shall become righteous.”
Explanation:
1.  “For as through the disobedience of one man [Adam] the many were appointed sinful [the old sin nature ruling the life through spiritual death],”

a.  Paul gives us another explanation and again uses a comparison to do so.

b.  This clause defines the federal headship of the human race by Adam.  Adam committed one act of disobedience to the will of God and the rest of mankind lives with the results of that decision.

c.  The entire human race was appointed or made sinful ones by the sovereignty, righteousness, and justice of God, because Adam made one decision of disobedience.  His disobedience was eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil after God had told him not to do so.


d.  The sinful state of mankind is that all men are spiritually dead with the result that the old sin nature rules in their life until they believe in Christ.


e.  Paul’s emphasis here is the disobedience of one man.  With this Paul contrasts the obedience of one man, the Man Christ Jesus.


f.  Adam made a decision that affected all of the rest of mankind.  In the same manner, our Lord Jesus Christ as true humanity made one decision that affected all of those within mankind that believe in Him.


g.  One decision of Adam results in spiritual death of all of humanity except our Lord.


h.  One decision of our Lord results in spiritual life for all who believe in Him.


i.  All are made sinful by one man, so also all are made righteous by one Man.

2.  “so also through the obedience of the One the many shall become righteous [imputation of righteousness and justification at salvation].”

a.  The comparison and conclusion of the sentence is that all are made or appointed righteous by the obedience of one man, the Man Christ Jesus.

b.  The one man is obviously our Lord Jesus Christ.  The many are all those who accept our Lord’s offer of eternal salvation through faith in Him.

c.  The obedience of our Lord was His willingness to go to the cross, and then the fact that He actually did so and remained perfect while bearing our sins in His own body and being judged for them.


d.  We are appointed righteous the moment we believe in Christ.  Notice that this is in the passive voice; we do nothing to earn or deserve it.  We receive being made righteous or being appointed as righteous ones by God.

e.  We are made righteous by the justice of God.  It is a judicial act called justification, in which God declares us to be righteous because we have believed in Christ.


f.  The moment we believe in Christ God imputes His very own righteousness to us and then declares us to be righteous.  This is justification by the integrity of God (His righteousness, justice, grace, and love).


g.  Therefore, just as Adam disobeyed the will of God and God appointed all of us as sinful, so Christ obeyed the will of God and God appoints as righteous all who obey His will by believing in Christ.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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