Romans 5:17
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- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  This is followed by the instrumental of means from the neuter singular article and noun PARAPTWMA, which means “by means of the transgression.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive masculine singular from the article and the cardinal adjective HEIS, used as a substantive and meaning “of the one” and referring to Adam.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THANAOS, meaning “death” and referring to spiritual death, the same subject that Paul mentioned in verse 14.  With this we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb BASILEUW, which means “to rule.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action of ruling into a single whole and states it as a historical fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that spiritual death produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular article, used as a demonstrative pronoun and the cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “through that one.”
“For if by the transgression of the one [Adam], [spiritual] death ruled through that one [and it did],”
 - is the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular adjective POLUS, meaning “much, many; of extent or magnitude: great, large, much, many.”  With this we also have the adverb of manner MALLON, which means “more, rather; to a greater degree; even more, now more; for a better reason; rather; more (surely), more (certainly); how much more surely.”
  As in verse 10 and 15 this is again logical argument called “a fortiori,” which means “If someone can do the difficult, it makes logical sense that they can do the easier.”  Then we have the nominative masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”

The nominative masculine plural article is used as a demonstrative/relative pronoun with the participle, is translated “those who,” and refers to anyone who believes in Christ.


The present tense is a gnomic present for a state or condition that perpetually exists throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of receiving something.

The participle is circumstantial.

With this participle we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article, used as a demonstrative pronoun and pointing back to the previous reference in verse 15 to “the grace of God, that is, the gift by means of the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, is available in super abundance” and noun PERISSEIA, which means “the surplus, abundance.”
  This is followed by the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article, which points back to the previous phrase “the grace of God that is the gift by means of grace” in verse 15, and noun CHARIS, meaning “of grace.”  Then we have the explicative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is” in which the words following this KAI explain the previous words before the KAI.  Then we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun DWREA, which means “the gift.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “of righteousness.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ, which means “in life.”  This is followed by the third person plural future active indicative from the verb BASILEUW, which means “to rule.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will happen.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular article and cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “through the One” and referring to Jesus Christ as defined by the two appositional genitive masculine singular proper nouns IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, which follow, “Jesus Christ.”
“much more those who receive in life the surplus of grace, that is, the gift of righteousness, shall rule through the One, Jesus Christ.”
Rom 5:17 corrected translation
“For if by the transgression of the one [Adam], [spiritual] death ruled through that one [and it did], much more those who receive in life the surplus of grace, that is, the gift of righteousness, shall rule through the One, Jesus Christ.”
Explanation:
1.  “For if by the transgression of the one [Adam], [spiritual] death ruled through that one [and it did],”

a.  Paul continues with a further explanation and again uses a first class conditional sentence, stating a condition that is true.

b.  Spiritual death rules over the human race by the original sin of Adam.

c.  As Paul has previously stated to the Corinthians and here, Adam committed the original sin and that sin was imputed to every member of the human race 1 Cor 15:22, “For as in Adam all die [spiritually].”

d.  Adam committed the original sin of the human race, and not only he but also the rest of us have to live with the results.


e.  The result of that original sin was the spiritual death of Adam.


f.  That same spiritual death is then created in the case of every member of the human race, when God imputes Adam’s original sin to the genetically formed old sin nature.

g.  Spiritual death then rules over every member of the human race through the function of the sin nature.


h.  The sin nature has control of the life of every person until they believe in Christ.


i.  An important thing happens at spiritual birth—God the Holy Spirit takes over control of the soul from the sin nature and we are again spiritually alive.

2.  “much more those who receive in life the surplus of grace, that is, the gift of righteousness, shall rule through the One, Jesus Christ.”

a.  Then Paul uses a fortiori logic again to make his point.  If spiritual death rules over the human race because of the sin of one man, and it did, then it follows with stronger reason that the eternal life given by God to those who believe in Christ will have an even greater rule forever.

b.  Spiritual death only rules from physical birth until we believe in Christ.

c.  Spiritual life or eternal life rules from the point of salvation for the rest of eternity.


d.  The eternal life of the believer is far greater and far stronger than the previous spiritual death of the believer.

e.  Believers receive the surplus of grace, that is, the gift of the imputed righteousness of God in life.  The phrase “in life” is critical here, because once again it emphasizes that we can only believe in Christ and receive this gift during our physical life here on earth.


f.  The surplus of grace is everything we receive from the moment we are born again and beyond.


g.  The grace of God in this context is everything that God did to make salvation and eternal life available to the human race, that is, the grace of God is all that God did to provide eternal salvation for everyone.


h.  The surplus of grace begins with the imputation of the righteousness of God, which is the very first thing we receive at salvation.  Everything else we receive, like eternal life, eternal security, and logistical grace blessing comes to us because we have the imputed righteousness of God.


i.  The righteousness of God demands blessing.  Therefore, God gives us His very own righteousness first, so that it can then demand all the other grace blessings God has to offer.


j.  Paul’s point here is that everything we receive from God at salvation, especially eternal life, will rule in the life of the believer forevermore.

k.  Spiritual death is completely defeated by eternal life.  We can never go back to being spiritually dead again.  Jesus Christ won the victory over spiritual death on the cross, and then passes that victory on to anyone who believes in Him.  Therefore, once we believe in Christ, there is no going back.  God has given us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ, 1 Cor 15:57, “But gratitude belongs to God, who gives the victory to us through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

l.  Therefore, having the victory of eternal life, that eternal life will rule forever through the person and work of Christ for all eternity.


m.  The eternal victory of God is far greater, far stronger, and far better, than the temporary victory of spiritual death during human history.


n.  Therefore, even though spiritual death ruled through the disobedience and failure of one man, spiritual and eternal life will have a far greater and far better rule forever.
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