Romans 5:13



- is the preposition ACHRI plus the adverbial genitive of time from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, which means “until the time when the Law” or better “before the Law.”  With this we have the emphatic use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “Indeed, certainly, actually.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, which means “sin” and refers to personal sin.  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: was, continued to be.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes what was actually taking place at some point in the past.  The action is described as having been in progress.


The active voice indicates that personal sin kept on producing the action of existing in human history before the existence of the Mosaic Law.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular noun KOSMOS, which means “in the world” and refers to the world of men.
“Indeed before the Law, personal sin was in the world,”
 - is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, which means “sin” and refers to personal sin.  This is followed by the strong negative OUK, meaning “not” and the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb ELLOGEW, which is “a commercial technical term that means: charge to someone’s  account Philemon 18.”


The present tense is a historical present, which looks at a past event as though it were a present event, so that emphasis might be placed on that event in the reader’s mind.


The passive voice indicates that the personal sins of every person did not receive the action of being charged against them.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” and the genitive absolute from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, which means “the Law” and refers to the Mosaic Law, plus the genitive masculine singular present active participle from the verb EIMI, which means “to be; to exist.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on at the time of the action of the verb.


The active voice indicates that the Law produced the action of not existing.


The participle is temporal, indicating the time when the action took place as being coterminous (present tense) with the time of the action of the main verb (imperfect of EIMI=in the past).  The temporal participle is translated “when …did not exist.”  The word NOMOS, although in the genitive, functions as the subject of the genitive absolute participle.
“but personal sin was not charged to anyone’s account when the Law did not exist.”
Rom 5:13 corrected translation
“Indeed before the Law, personal sin was in the world, but personal sin was not charged to anyone’s account when the Law did not exist.”
Explanation:
1.  “Indeed before the Law, personal sin was in the world,”

a.  Paul continues with his explanation of the problem of the spiritual death of mankind and God’s solution to that problem by explaining how God dealt with the problem of personal sin.

b.  When Adam committed the first personal sin in the Garden of Eden, it was certainly not the last personal sin.  Adam kept on sinning for the rest of his life, just as his wife did and all of their children.  We have a very clear record of that in Genesis chapters 3 and following.

c.  The point Paul is making here is that personal sin entered the world of mankind and remained in the world of mankind.


d.  Personal sin entered the world of mankind long before the existence of the Mosaic Law.  It did not take the existence of the Mosaic Law to identify personal sin and make an issue of it.


e.  Personal sin was in the world before the existence of the Mosaic Law as well as after the existence of the Mosaic Law.  Personal sin has always existed and will always exist in the world of mankind from the time of the fall of man onward.

f.  Personal sin always exists wherever spiritual death exists.  Spiritual death spread to all mankind, and therefore, personal sins were active and functional throughout human history, including prior to the existence of the Mosaic Law.

2.  “but personal sin was not charged to anyone’s account when the Law did not exist.”

a.  But in contrast to the existence of personal sin in the world of mankind prior to the existence of the Mosaic Law, those personal sins were not held against mankind.

b.  The justice of God will never let anyone get away with personal sin, especially in the case of the believer.

c.  But the righteousness of God did not count the unbeliever’s personal sins against them for judgment prior to the existence of the Mosaic Law.


d.  Personal sins were not charged to the unbeliever’s account because those sins were being held on deposit by God the Father for imputation to Jesus Christ at the cross.  Prior to God giving the Law, mankind did not have a code of law from God for which he was responsible to God.  This all changed for the Jews with the giving of the Law.  They were held responsible for their sins after the giving of the Law.

e.  The failure of the unbeliever to believe in Christ is always charged against the unbeliever’s account from the time of Adam onward.  That has never and will never change in human history.


f.  Did God charge personal sin to the unbeliever’s account when the Law did exist?  No, definitely not.  His sins were still held on deposit by God the Father for imputation to Christ on the cross.

g.  But violation of the Mosaic Law by those believers who knew the Law and rejected it anyway were held against the believer’s account during the dispensation of the Age of Israel.  And those carnal believers were held immediately accountable to God for their violations of the Mosaic Law.


h.  Believers being held immediately accountable to God for their violations of the Mosaic Law is no longer true during the Church Age because the Mosaic Law has been set aside for the Church.  We are now held responsible to a higher law—the law of love.  We are responsible for unconditional love toward all.
�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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