Romans 5:12
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- is the preposition DIA plus the accusative neuter singular of cause from the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “Because of this.”  However, when this is used in a real inference it means “therefore, for this reason.”
  Then we have the comparative conjunction HWSPER, meaning “(just) as, which is used in the protasis of a comparison, the apodosis of which begins with.  (just) as. . . , so also.”
  This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one” and the noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “man.”  The phrase is translated “through one man.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HAMARTIA, which means “sin” and refers to the personal sin of Adam in the Garden of Eden.  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, which means “into the world.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to come into or to enter into.”

The aorist tense is a historical or constative aorist, which gathers the action of Adam’s original sin into a single whole and states it as a historical fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the personal sin of Adam produced the action of entering into the world of mankind.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“For this reason, just as through one man [Adam] sin entered into the world”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular article and noun HAMARTIA, which means “by means of or through sin” and is a reference to the personal sin of Adam.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THANATOS, which means “death” and is a reference to spiritual death, not to physical death.
“and [spiritual] death by means of [personal] sin,”
- is the connective or continuative use of the conjunction KAI used “to introduce a result, which comes from what precedes: and then, and so”
 or “consequently.”  This is followed by the adverb of manner HOUTW, which means “so, in this manner.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction or place from the masculine plural adjective PAS and the noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “toward all men.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THANATOS, which means “death” and again refers to spiritual death.  Physical death did not spread to all mankind, but spiritual death did.  Enoch proves that physical death did not spread to all mankind.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIERCHOMAI, which means “to go about from place to place, spread.”


The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist for a universal truth.


The active voice indicates that spiritual death produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“consequently in this manner [spiritual] death spread to all men,”
 - is the preposition EPI plus the instrumental of cause from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, which is an idiom for “, meaning for this reason that, because.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “all” and referring to all members of the human race.  Finally, we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb HAMARTANW, which means “to sin.”

The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, which gathers into a single whole the sins of the entire human race and regards it as a historical fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the entire human race produced the action of sinning.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Implied, but not stated, is the logical conclusion “[when Adam sinned],” since Adam is the head or origin of the human race.
“because all sinned [when Adam sinned].”
Rom 5:12 corrected translation
“For this reason, just as through one man [Adam] sin entered into the world and [spiritual] death by means of [personal] sin, consequently in this manner [spiritual] death spread to all men, because all sinned [when Adam sinned].”
Explanation:
1.  “For this reason, just as through one man [Adam] sin entered into the world,”

a.  The phrase “For this reason” refers to Paul’s entire argument in the epistle up to this point and looks forward to everything else he has to say in this letter.  Because man is a sinner, for this reason God provided a Savior.

b.  The entire epistle of Romans flows into the section Rom 5:12-21, and the rest of the doctrine of the epistle flows out of this section.

c.  Paul sets up a series of comparisons between the first Adam and the Last Adam—our Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  Personal sin entered into the world through only one man, Adam, Gen 3:6 “And the woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was desirable in appearance, and the tree was desirable to make one clever.  So she grabbed from its fruit and she ate; then she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate.”

e.  Adam was created perfect from the hand of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Since God can have nothing to do with sin, Adam was created in a state of sinless perfection.


f.  Sin entered into the world through an act of willful disobedience to the understood will of God.  Adam was not deceived as his wife.  He knew exactly what he was doing, when he rejected his relationship with Jesus Christ and the love of God, in order to maintain the love of his wife and his relationship with her.


g.  Adam’s act of disobedience to the known will of God was the first act of personal sin in the human race and had tremendous results as described in this verse.
2.  “and [spiritual] death by means of [personal] sin,”

a.  The result of personal sin was the spiritual death of the man with results that are passed down to every other human being that ever lives with the exception of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was born apart from spiritual death.  Rom 6:23, “For the wages of sin (the personal sin of Adam) is [spiritual] death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

b.  Spiritual death is total separation from God and total helplessness to do anything about this status.


c  Spiritual death occurred while Adam was still alive physically and continued for 930 more years until Adam’s physical death.  “Spiritual death is the separation of man from God; Adam died on the day he disobeyed God, Gen 2:17, and hence all mankind are born in the same spiritual condition, Rom 5:12, 14, 17, 21, from which, however, those who believe in Christ are delivered, Jn 5:24; 1 Jn 3:14.  Death is the opposite of life; it never denotes non–existence.  As spiritual life is ‘conscious existence in communion with God,’ so spiritual death is ‘conscious existence in separation from God.’”


d.  Satan and the fallen angels are spiritually dead, just as every member of the human race is born spiritually dead.


e.  Personal sin created spiritual death only once.  We are not spiritually dead because we sin personally; we sin personally because we are spiritually dead.


f.  Spiritual death was created only once by mankind and only once by personal sin, when Adam sinned.  From that point forward in human history, spiritual death occurs, when God imputes Adam’s original sin to our genetically formed sin nature at birth.


g.  Adam is the federal head of the human race and represented all of us genetically.


h.  At the time of his fall, a natural inclination to sin was created by him, and every cell in his body was changed genetically, so that the nature to sin was created in every cell of the human body.  This is called the old sin nature.


i.  The sin nature is passed down genetically through the genetic material of the man to the ovum in copulation.


j.  At the point of human birth, God imputes or gives to every member of the human race the same sin that Adam committed in rejection of the love of God.


k.  The imputation of Adam’s original sin to the genetically formed sin nature immediately activates the sin nature and simultaneously creates spiritual death or separation from God.


l.  Therefore, Adam’s one personal sin created spiritual death and God credits that spiritual death to every member of the human race at physical birth because we were all genetically in Adam, when Adam sinned.
3.  “consequently in this manner [spiritual] death spread to all men,”

a.  The consequence of the creation of spiritual death is the spread of spiritual death to all men.

b.  Spiritual death is the greatest plague of the human race; for it infects every member of the human race.

c.  The only way a person can escape spiritual death is by not being born, which means they were never a person, or by having God create perfect genetic material and provide it to the genetically perfect ovum.  This is exactly what happened in the case of the humanity of Christ in the virgin pregnancy.

d.  Since Adam is the head of the human race, his act of disobedience to God has the most severe consequences on the entire human race.


e.  Adam’s spiritual death is replicated in the case of every member of the human race.


f.  Spiritual death spreads through the act of sexual intercourse and the impregnation of the ovum by human sperm in copulation.  Does this make sexual intercourse sinful and evil?  Definitely not.  It is simply the means God uses to pass the sin nature from one generation to the next.  Actually this is the perfect justice of God.  Since Adam rejected the love of God, God uses the expression of the man’s love for the woman in sex (in marriage only) to be the means of transmitting the sin nature.


g.  Every member of the human race who has ever lived has been spiritually dead prior to believing in Christ.  Believing in Christ is the only means of ending spiritual death.  Therefore, no so-called religious leader (such as Mohammed) has ever been anything other than spiritually dead.  If a person lives their entire life without believing in Christ, then they remain in their status of spiritual death and the judgment of God on spiritual death remains on them, Jn 3:18.
4.  “because all sinned [when Adam sinned].”

a.  We have a parallel passage in 1 Cor 15:21-22, “Therefore, because death [came] through man, resurrection from the dead also [came] through man.  For just as because of Adam everyone dies, so also because of Christ everyone will be made alive.”

b.  All members of the human race were in Adam when Adam committed his first act of personal sin against God.

c.  Therefore, God considers all of us to be sinners in the same manner as Adam.


d.  In other words, all of us would have committed the same sin as Adam.  All of us would have rejected the love of God in favor of the most beautiful woman who ever lived.

e.  Since we were all in Adam when he sinned, God is absolutely right, fair, and gracious in imputing Adam’s original sin to us.


f.  God was not only demonstrating His righteousness and justice when He condemned Adam and us along with Adam, but He was also providing the opportunity for His love and grace to be demonstrated to us in a far greater degree by providing eternal salvation for us.


g.  The adversity of spiritual death and condemnation is the grace opportunity of God to demonstrate His love at the cross.


h.  We have no right to condemn Adam; for we would have done the same thing.


i.  But we have the greatest need to thank God for giving us the opportunity of an even greater relationship with Him after spiritual death.


j.  God did the most for us while we were yet sinners.  He couldn’t do the most for us while we were still in a state of sinless perfection.

k.  This was all necessary as a demonstration to Satan and the fallen angels that the love of God is greater than any sin a creature can commit and available to anyone who desires a relationship with God based upon His love.  Apparently, Satan did not want any kind of relationship with God based on God’s love after his fall.  He only wanted the freedom to do whatever he wanted without the justice of God interfering in his life—the same thing that all unbelievers want.
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