Romans 4:20



- is the transitional or parenthetical use of the postpositive conjunction DE.  It introduces a parenthesis and can be translated “that is.”  An important function of DE is to shift the reader off the main event line (for background information or parenthetical material) and then back to it.  With this we have the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the feminine singular article and noun EPAGGELIA, which means “with reference to the promise.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  Then we have the strong negative OU, meaning “not,” with the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb DIAKRINW, which in the middle voice and aorist passive means “to take issue, dispute PROS with someone as in Acts 11:2; Jude 9; to be at odds with oneself, doubt, waver (this meaning appears first in NT) as in Mt 21:21; Mk 11:23; Rom 4:20; 14:23; Jude 22.  in one’s own mind Jam 2:4; without any doubting Jam 1:6; to hesitate Acts 10:20.”


The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, which states as a fact what happened in the past without any reference to its progress.

The passive voice indicates that Abraham received the action of not doubting the promise of God.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the instrumental of means (which indicates the means by which the action of the passive verb is carried out) from the feminine singular article and noun APISTIA, which means “by means of unbelief.”
“(that is with reference to the promise of God, he did not doubt by means of unbelief,”

- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb ENDUNAMOW, which means “to be strengthened, to be made strong; to become strong, to grow strong; to be enabled.”

The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, which indicates the entirety of Abraham’s confidence in the doctrine in his soul and what the Lord had told him and states it as a historical fact without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that Abraham’s soul received the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the instrumental of means from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS, used in its passive meaning translated “by means of doctrine.”
“but he was made strong by means of doctrine,”
 - is the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The nominative masculine singular refers to Abraham.


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which states a fact that has occurred without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Abraham produced the action.


The aorist participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb—he was made strong.  This indicates that Abraham gave glory to God and then was made strong by means of the doctrine in his soul.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun DOXA, meaning “glory.”  This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”

“having given glory to God,”
Rom 4:20 corrected translation
“(that is with reference to the promise of God, he did not doubt by means of unbelief, but he was made strong by means of doctrine, having given glory to God,”
Explanation:
1.  “(that is with reference to the promise of God, he did not doubt by means of unbelief,”

a.  Paul continues with a parenthetical explanation of what he meant in his previous statement that Abraham did not become weak in faith.

b.  Abraham did not doubt the promise of God.

c.  Doubting the word of God and promises of God produces unbelief.  This is the unbeliever’s problem.  He doubts the word of God that says he can have eternal life.  He does not believe it to be true.  He doubts the promise of God to give eternal life to anyone who believes in Christ.  His unbelief comes from his doubting of the love of God.

d.  But Paul is not talking about the salvation of the unbeliever; he is talking about the faith and belief of the mature believer, who executes the word and will of God without hesitation because he does believe.

e.  The mature believer has complete confidence in the integrity of God.  He has absolute confidence that God keeps His word.  Therefore, he does not doubt; he does not hesitate; he does not waver in unbelief.


f.  If Abraham had doubted or wavered or staggered at the promise of God, it would have been an admission that he wasn’t sure he could trust God to keep His promise.


g.  So this was a great test of Abraham’s faith, which Abraham passed with flying colors.


h.  It is sin and evil to doubt the promises of God.  We have no right to do so under any circumstances.


i.  The promises of God are more sure than your next breath or next heart beat.  Abraham understood this principle and it took him a lifetime of learning and applying doctrine to get to this point in his spiritual life.
2.  “but he was made strong by means of doctrine,”

a.  Instead of doubting or wavering by means of unbelief Abraham was made strong by means of doctrine.

b.  We have two parallel constructions in this passage.


(1)   The aorist passive indicative from the verb DIAKRINW plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular article and noun APISTIA is parallel to the aorist passive indicative from the verb ENDUNAMOW followed by the instrumental of means from the article and noun PISTIS.  Both are aorist passive indicatives and followed by the instrumental of means from parallel nouns.



(2)  This construction shows the contrast between the unbeliever, who rejects the love of God and the mature believer, who does not hesitate to believe the word of God.



(3)  This construction also shows the contrast between the carnal believer, who rejects the word of God, and the mature believer, who is made strong by means of the word of God in his soul, that is, doctrine circulating in his stream of conscious thoughts.


c.   There are two power options in the spiritual life:


(1)  The word of God.



(2)  The filling of the Holy Spirit.


d.  When combined, we have an unbeatable combination of power from the love of God that makes us spiritually strong.


e.  We are never strong in carnality.  The believer out of fellowship with God has no spiritual strength.  He is weak in faith, weak in his confidence in God, and weak in His love for God.  He has no motivation and no power in the spiritual life.


f.  On the other hand the mature believer is never without power in the spiritual life.  He has the power of fellowship with the Holy Spirit, who works on his behalf to cause all things to work together for good.  He has the power of Bible doctrine in his soul to overcome every obstacle and pass every test.


(1)  1 Tim 1:12, “who keeps on pouring the power into me”



(2)  Rom 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.”


(3)  Rom 15:13, “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in confidence by the power of the Holy Spirit.”


(4)  Rom 15:19, “in the power of signs and wonders, in the power of the Spirit; so that from Jerusalem and round about as far as Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.”


(5)  1 Cor 1:18, “For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”


(6)  1 Cor 1:24, “but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.”


(7)  1 Cor 2:5, “so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.”


(8)  2 Cor 4:7, “Now we have this treasure in earthen vessels, in order that the extraordinary quality of the power might be from God and not from the source of us.”


(9)  2 Cor 6:7, “with the message of truth, with the power of God; by means of the offensive and defensive weapons of righteousness,”


(10)  2 Cor 12:9, “And then He said to me for my benefit, ‘My grace has been and still is sufficient for you; for My power has been and still is being accomplished [performed, carried out, fulfilled] in the status of weakness.’  Most gladly, therefore, I will instead take pride in my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may reside in me.”



(11)  Eph 3:20, “Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,”


(12)  Phil 3:10, “that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.”

g.  Paul’s emphasis in our verse is that Bible doctrine in the soul of Abraham made him strong and gave him the spiritual power to execute the spiritual life IN HIS THINKING.  The spiritual life is a life of thinking.  That thinking led Abraham to have the confidence in God, which then led to unhesitating obedience to the will of God, which he demonstrated by immediately letting himself be circumcised.


h.  Bible doctrine changed Abraham’s beliefs, which changed his values, which changed his priorities, which motivated him to make a decision, which led to immediate action.  He did not waver; he did not doubt; he did not hesitate because of the promise of God in his soul, which he believed and therefore metabolized.


i.  The promise from the love of God was more real to Abraham than his dead sexual organs.

3.  “having given glory to God,”

a.  The action of this aorist participle precedes the action of the main verb.  The main verb is ENDUNAMOW = to grow strong.  Abraham gave glory to God before he grew strong by means of doctrine in his soul.  What does this mean?

b.  God gave his promise to Abraham.

c.  Abraham believed the promise.


d.  Abraham gave glory to God.


e.  Abraham was made strong by the doctrine he believed.


f.  Abraham did not give glory to God because he was made strong by means of doctrine.


g.  Abraham gave glory to God because of God’s promise.


h.  Abraham received spiritual strength by means of the doctrine in his soul.

i.  He gave glory to God because God graced him out by making a promise to him he did not earn or deserve.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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