Romans 4:2



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the hypothetical first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and assuming this is true.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun ABRAAM, meaning “Abraham.”  This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of means from the neuter plural noun ERGON, meaning “by means of works, deeds, accomplishments.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb DIKAIOW, which means “to be justified or declared righteous.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety in the past without reference to its progress, but places a slight emphasis on the conclusion or results.  This is usually translated with the use of the auxiliary “have/has” or “was/were.”

The passive voice indicates that Abraham received the action hypothetically.


The indicative mood is declarative indicative expressing a condition assumed to be true.
“For if [assuming that] Abraham has been justified by means of works,”
- is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “he has.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which involves a simple expression of undefined action in the present without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Abraham produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a hypothetical reality.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun KAUCHĒMA, which means “boast, object of boasting, then also used when the boast is not made in words, to denote the thing of which one is proud, in this sense pride (Dt 33:29; Prov 17:6) he has something to boast about (to be proud of).”

“he has something to be proud of,”
 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” with the absolute negative adverb OU, meaning “not” followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of relationship from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “in relationship to God.”
“but not in relationship to God.”
Rom 4:2 corrected translation
“For if [assuming that] Abraham has been justified by means of works, he has something to be proud of, but not in relationship to God.”
Explanation:
1.  “For if [assuming that] Abraham has been justified by means of works,”

a.  Paul now begins his explanation of his rhetorical question concerning what Abraham attained from God for his faith in Christ.

b.  He begins with an assumption concerning Abraham which is not true, but Paul takes the side of the Judaizers and assumes that it is true for the sake of argument to prove his point.  This clause is the protasis of Paul’s conditional sentence and explanation.

c.  Paul looks at Abraham’s life from the standpoint of the Judaizers and assumes that Abraham was justified by doing good works.


d.  Based on the rest of Scripture, this was obviously not the case, especially if you look at the life of Abraham.


(1)  Everything Abraham did after he left Ur of the Chaldeans was done as a believer not as an unbeliever.



(2)  He offered Isaac as a mature believer, so that certainly did not justify him for the imputation of God’s righteousness at salvation.  Abraham wasn’t saved because he offered his son.



(3)  Allowing his wife to become a part of Pharaoh’s harem and lying to Pharaoh about being her brother certainly did not justify him as righteous before God.



(4)  Committing adultery with Hagar certainly did not justify him before God.



(5)  Allowing his wife to throw Hagar and his son out of the house did not justify him before God.


e.  But Paul does not use any of these arguments.  Instead he makes the assumption that his critics are correct in what they contend (that a man can be justified by his good works or deeds).


f.  So Paul will use the life of Abraham as his example and apply the criteria of his critics to the life of Abraham.

2.  “he has something to be proud of,”

a.  This clause is the apodosis of Paul’s sentence and explanation.

b.  Abraham had many things to be proud of.


(1)  He could be proud of the fact that he did what his father wanted and left Ur of the Chaldeans and lived at Haran until his father died.



(2)  He could be proud of the fact that he obeyed God and left Haran and settled in Canaan.



(3)  He could be proud of the fact that he asked God to rescue his nephew Lot from his situation in Sodom.



(4)  He could be proud of the fact that he did not waiver in unbelief but was strong in faith believing that God would give him a son by Sarah as He had promised.


(5)  He could be proud of the fact that he obeyed God and was willing to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice.


c.  Abraham did many wonderful things as a believer and many terrible things as a believer, but none of these things justified him before God.  They were all done after he was saved and had nothing to do with him being justified in relationship to God at the moment of salvation.

3.  “but not in relationship to God.”

a.  Paul states his principle and makes his point.  In the rest of the chapter he will prove his point.

b.  All of the things that Abraham did that are mentioned in Gen 12 and beyond are events in the life of Abraham after he was saved.

c.  The legalistic Jews look at the life of Abraham and say that he was not saved until he had lived his life and done all these right and wrong things and finally did the one big right thing that justified him before God, so that God could declare him righteous.  That one big right thing was to be willing to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice to God.

d.  In order to hold this view, a person has to believe that Abraham’s faith in Christ had nothing to do with his being declared righteous by God.  In the legalistic view, God cannot declare a person righteous unless they do some extraordinary work to prove themselves worthy of God declaring them to be righteous.


e.  But our relationship with God is not dependent upon us doing something righteous, so that God can declare us righteous.  Spiritually dead human beings cannot do anything righteous, so that God can declare them to be righteous.


f.  The only thing that makes a person righteous is God.  And God only makes a person righteous if he or she believes in Christ.  God does this on the basis of the non-meritorious volition of the unbeliever.

g  The unbeliever has nothing to be proud of in relationship to God, only the believer does.  Abraham as a believer had many things to be proud of in relationship to God.  But Abraham as an unbeliever had nothing to be proud of in relationship to God.


h.  So from the standpoint of his critics Paul agrees with them that if Abraham was saved on the basis of works, then he had more than enough good works to be declared righteous as far as man is concerned, but not in relationship to God.
�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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