Romans 16:20



- is the emphatic use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “In fact.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “the God.”  With this we have the genitive of product [which produces] from the feminine singular article and noun EIRĒNĒ, which means “who produces peace, prosperity, harmony, reconciliation.”  “The genitive substantive is the product of the noun to which it stands related.  Frequently  will be the head noun and the genitive an abstract term.  This category is similar to an objective genitive, but whereas with the objective genitive the head noun is to be converted into a verb, the head noun in this construction remains a noun.  The verbal idea is implied from the of.  This usage of the genitive is not common.  For the word of supply the words which produces.  Illustrations:

Rom 15:13, ‘the God of hope’.  Obviously, attributive genitive will not do (“the hopeful God”?), nor will objective genitive, for that would turn the head noun into a verb. “The God who produces hope [in us]” makes excellent sense.  Rom 15:33, ‘the God of peace.’”


This is followed by the third person singular future active indicative from the verb SUNTRIBW, which means “to overcome, with the resulting crushing of the power of the opposition—‘to completely overcome, to crush.’”
  It means “to overcome by subduing completely, annihilate, crush enemies.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ, the God who produces reconciliation of the believer, harmony between God and man, and prosperity for the believer will produce this action in the future.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun SATANAS, which we transliterate as “Satan.”

“In fact, the God who produces reconciliation will crush Satan”

- is the preposition HUPO plus the adverbial accusative of place from the masculine plural article and noun POUS with the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “under your feet.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus locative of time from the neuter singular noun TACHOS, which “pertains to a relatively brief time subsequent to another point of time, this prepositional phrase functions as an adverbial unit meaning: soon, in a short time Lk 18:8; Rom 16:20; 1 Tim 3:14; Rev 1:1; 22:6; shortly Acts 25:4.”

“under your feet in a short time.”

- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS, meaning “The grace.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOUS and IĒSOUS with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “belonging to our Lord Jesus.”  Then we have the ellipsis of the present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”  Finally, we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with all of you.”
“The grace belonging to our Lord Jesus [is] with all of you.”

Rom 16:20 corrected translation
“In fact, the God who produces reconciliation will crush Satan under your feet in a short time.  The grace belonging to our Lord Jesus [is] with all of you.”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact, the God [Jesus Christ] who produces reconciliation [harmony, and prosperity] will crush Satan”


a.  Paul continues with another emphatic statement of truth.  The God who produces reconciliation is the Lord Jesus Christ.  The God who produces peace between God the Father and mankind is the Lord Jesus Christ.  The God who produces harmony between God and man is the Lord Jesus Christ.  The God who produces all the temporal and spiritual prosperity we could ever desire is the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  The Lord Jesus Christ, who does all these things for us, will definitely do something else for us against our enemy, the devil.  Jesus Christ will crush Satan.  This means that He will utterly defeat and annihilate all the functions of Satan against the believer for all of eternity.


c.  The crushing of Satan occurs in three phases.



(1)  Phase one occurred at the cross, with the strategic victory of the angelic conflict.



(2)  Phase two will occur at the second advent of Christ with the incarceration of Satan for almost a thousand years and the removal of all demon activity from the earth.



(3)  Phase three will occur at the end of human history with the defeat of Satan and his unbelieving followers in the Gog/Magog revolution plus the casting of Satan and the fallen angels into the eternal lake of fire, Mt 25:41.


i.  The crushing of Satan is predicted by Daniel in Dan 2:44, “In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever.”


j.  The crushing of Satan is stated five times in the New Testament under the same metaphor of making God’s enemies (Satan and the fallen angels) a footstool of His feet.



(1)  Ps 110:1, “The Lord (God the Father) says to my (David’s) Lord (Jesus Christ): ‘Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’”  Quoted in Lk 20:42-43; Acts 2:34-35.



(2)  Heb 1:13, “But to which of the angels has He ever said, ‘Sit at My right hand, until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet’?”



(3)  Heb 10:13, “waiting from that time onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet.”

2.  “under your feet in a short time.”

a.  The feet belong to the members of the royal family of God.  We return with our Lord Jesus Christ at the Second Advent, when He will make Satan and the fallen angels a footstool for His feet.


b.  Since we will rule with Christ, we will join Him on His throne, just as He has joined the Father in heaven on His throne.  Therefore, the enemies of Christ will be the same footstool for our feet as for His feet on His throne.  This metaphor is a picture of the Bride of Christ sharing in the victory of the Groom over His enemies and ruling with Him.


c.  The short time refers to the imminency of the resurrection of the Church, which begins the period of the “short time,” which is defined in Revelation as the seven year period of the Tribulation and the three and one half year rule of the Antichrist.  Rev 12:12, “For this reason, keep celebrating, you heavens and you who dwell in them.  Alas, the earth and the sea, because the devil has come down to you, having great fury, because he knows that he has a short time.”

3.  “The grace belonging to our Lord Jesus [is] with all of you.”

a.  This is a part of the standard close to Paul’s letters.



(1)  1 Cor 16:23, “The grace of the Lord Jesus [is] with all of you.”



(2)  2 Cor 13:13, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit [is] with all of you.”



(3)  Gal 6:18, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ [is] with your spirit, brethren.  I believe it.”



(4)  Phil 4:23, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.”



(5)  1 Thes 5:28, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ [is] with all of you.”



(6)  2 Thes 3:18, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ is with all of you.”



(7)  We also see John use this closing after the pattern of Paul in Rev 22:21, “The grace of the Lord Jesus is with all. Amen.”

b.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ is the manifestation of His perfect love for us.  The grace of our Lord is the riches of His glory.  The grace of the Lord has been and always will be with all of us.  This is critical for all of us to always remember.


c.  The thing that turns us into mature believers with a superabundance of happiness is not discipline from the Lord, but response to the grace of God.  Discipline from the Lord is designed to get our attention, so that God the Holy Spirit can talk to us.  Once God has our attention, then God the Holy Spirit reminds us how much God loves us.


d.  Our motivation to do the will of God is reciprocal love for God because of the grace of God.  Paul is reminding the Romans of this principle.


e.  Some Principles of Grace.



(1)  Under the divine policy of grace, all of our blessings come from God.  Under the function of our own volition, all of our failures come from ourselves through the law of volitional responsibility, which means that we must take full responsibility for our own bad decisions.



(2)  The grace of God means that none of us can earn or deserve even one blessing from God.  God does all the work; we do not earn or deserve anything from God.  We are not blessed because we do something.  We are blessed because God has done and continues to do something for us.



(3)  We never earn or deserve anything from God except condemnation.



(4)  Because of who and what God is, His grace is greater than our failures, and the thing that is able to make us stand as winners in his presence forever.
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