Romans 15:23



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” with the adverb of time NUNI, meaning “now” followed by the adverb of time MĒKETI, meaning “no longer.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun TOPOS, meaning “a place in the sense of a favorable circumstance for doing something: possibility, opportunity, chance Heb 12:17; Eph 4:27; give the wrath (of God) an opportunity to work out its purpose Rom 12:19; have opportunity (to do the work of an apostle) Rom 15:23.”
  With this we have the first person nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in Paul’s life.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of having an opportunity for apostolic ministry.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter plural article and noun KLIMA, which means “in the districts, regions” with the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these.”
“but now no longer having a place [for ministry] in these regions,”

- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, used to introduce a parenthetical or additional thought into the main thought line.  It can be translated “and” but we must remember that this is also a slight digression, such as we would have in English, when we use a parenthesis.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EPIPOTHIA, which means “a longing, desire.”  This is followed by the first person nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in Paul’s life.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of have a desire to come to the Romans.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the genitive neuter singular articular aorist active infinitive from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means literally “to come.”


The aorist tense gathers into a single whole all the times Paul tried to come to Rome but kept being interrupted, hindered, and prevented.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect object, used to modify the verbal aspect of the participle ECHW=to have.
This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of direction/place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Finally we have the preposition APO plus the adverbial genitive of time (to indicate the point from which something begins) from the neuter plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many” and the noun ETOS, meaning “years.”

“and having the desire to come to you for many years,”

Rom 15:23 corrected translation
“but now no longer having a place [for ministry] in these regions, and having the desire to come to you for many years,”
Explanation:
1.  “but now no longer having a place [for ministry] in these regions,”

a.  The sentence thus far says, “For this reason also I kept on being prevented many times from coming to you; but now no longer having a place [for ministry] in these regions, and having the desire to come to you for many years,”


b.  Even though Paul was prevented by his duties and responsibilities to establish and maintain local churches throughout the Greek portion of the Empire, God has now closed all the doors to Paul in the Greek speaking portion of the Empire.  There was no longer a place for his ministry as an apostle in Asia Minor or the Greek mainland.


c.  This begs the question, “Why was there a place for the ministry of the apostle John to the seven churches in Asia Minor thirty years later?  Wasn’t the region without a need for an apostle even more so thirty years later, after these churches were even better established?”  There was no place here for Paul any more because God wanted Paul in Rome.  God needed John to oversee the positive churches of Asia Minor after Paul’s death, because there was so much more about the spiritual life that John would teach them and remind them that Paul had also taught them as well as a few things he had not taught them.  John also had the responsibility of fighting the new doctrinal heresy, called Gnosticism.

d.  But right now God had closed all the doors to Paul.  There were well established pastors, doing the job faithfully and correctly in their local churches, and they needed to establish their authority over their congregations.  Paul recognized this and the need for backing off and letting that happen without his interference.  A good leader knows when to back off and let the well developed team move ahead on its own without his interference.


e.  These local churches could send out evangelists to the local areas around their churches and continue to establish other local churches, train pastors, and continue the growth of the Church.  This is what would happen permanently in the Church Age in a few decades and the process was already well under way in the eastern Empire because of the great work Paul had already done.  Now it was time for Paul to go west and do the same thing there.

2.  “and having the desire to come to you for many years,”

a.  As a sideline or parenthetical thought, Paul tells the Romans (and us) that he has had a desire for many years to come to Rome.


b.  Since the Jerusalem council occurred in 49-50 AD, and since this letter was written in 58 AD, we have the limits defined by the words “for many years.”


c.  The timeline would be somewhat as follows:



(1)  48-49 AD, the first missionary journey, Acts 13:4ff.



(2)  50 AD, the Jerusalem council takes place, Acts 15:2ff.



(3)  Paul spent some time in Antioch after the council and before the next missionary journey, Acts 15:33-36, “After they had spent time there they were sent away from the brethren in peace to those who had sent them out.  [But it seemed good to Silas to remain there.]  But Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch, teaching and preaching with many others also, the word of the Lord.  After some days Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Let us return and visit the brethren in every city in which we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.’”



(4)  51 AD, the second missionary journey takes place.



(5)  Since Paul stayed in Corinth for at least eighteen months and in Ephesus for three years, it was probably not until at least 55 AD, when he began desiring to go to Rome.  But the problems in Galatia in 55 AD and the problems in Corinth in 56-57 AD prevented him from leaving just yet.


d.  The chronology of Paul’s travels and stay in Ephesus are as follows:



(1)  Acts 18:18, “Paul, having remained many days longer, took leave of the brethren and put out to sea for Syria, and with him were Priscilla and Aquila.  In Cenchrea he had his hair cut, for he was keeping a vow.”  Paul is out of fellowship with God, attempting to keep a vow.  



(2)  This is when Paul first comes to Ephesus, Acts 18:19, “They came to Ephesus, and he left them there. Now he himself entered the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews.”



(3)  But Paul refuses to stay even though there was positive volition to his teaching.  Paul makes an excuse and leaves, heading back to Jerusalem for his fourth visit, Acts 18:20-23, “When they asked him to stay for a longer time, he did not consent, but taking leave of them and saying, "I will return to you again if God wills,” he set sail from Ephesus.  When he had landed at Caesarea, he went up and greeted the church, and went down to Antioch.  And having spent some time there, he left and passed successively through the Galatian region and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.”



(4)  Paul returns to Ephesus a second time and remains there for over two years, Acts 19:1, 10, “It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and came to Ephesus, and found some disciples.”  Acts 19:10, “This took place for two years, so that all who lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. “



(5)  Paul leaves Ephesus for Jerusalem for the fifth time in 58 AD, Acts 20:1.



(6)  The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (Vol. 1, Page 43) gives the chronology as follows:

April–May, 30

Resurrection, Ascension, Pentecost

ca 33


Conversion of Paul

35


Paul’s first post conversion visit to Jerusalem

44


Execution of James son of Zebedee; imprisonment of Peter; death of 




Herod Agrippa I

46


Famine in Judea; Barnabas and Paul visit Jerusalem

47–48


Barnabas and Paul evangelize Cyprus and Asia Minor

49


Council of Jerusalem

49–50


Paul and Silas visit Philippi, Thessalonica, Beroea, Athens

fall 50–spring 52
Paul in Corinth

July 51–June 52
Gallio proconsul of Achaia

summer 55–early 57
Paul in Macedonia and Greece

April, 57

Paul and his company set sail for Jerusalem

57–59


Paul in custody at Caesarea

February, 60

Paul’s two years of custody in Rome begin

60-62


Paul in prison in Rome

68


Paul arrested a second time by Nero and executed.
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