Romans 14:6
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- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb PHRONEW, which means “to acknowledge the high status of a person or event - ‘to honor, to show honor to, to respect.’”
  It means “to have an opinion with regard to something, think, form/hold an opinion, judge; think or feel in a certain way about someone or something; think of or regard something differently; to give careful consideration to something, set one’s mind on, be intent on, of acknowledging the importance of something.”
  Here it should be translated “He who thinks each day is important” in the sense of “respecting the day” or “acknowledging the importance of the day.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and translated “He who.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, or progress.


The active voice indicates that the strong believer who regards every day as important to the Lord produces the action of having this opinion about living each day as unto the Lord.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun HĒMERA, which means “the day.”  Then we have the dative of advantage from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, which means “for the Lord” in the sense of “for the benefit or advantage of the Lord.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PHRONEW, which means “to think, respect, regard, to give careful consideration to something, to acknowledge the importance of something.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on at the time of writing and is still going on today.


The active voice indicates that the mature believer produces the action of living each day as unto the Lord.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“He who thinks that each day is important, thinks each day is important for the benefit of the Lord.”

- is the continuative or additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who” or “he who eats.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that both the believer who eats only vegetables and the believer who eats anything he wants produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the dative of advantage from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, which means “to the Lord” in the sense of “for the benefit of the Lord.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, or progress.

The active voice indicates that each believer who eats food produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“And he who eats, eats to the Lord,”
- is the causal use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “because, for.”  With this we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EUCHARISTEW, which means “he gives thanks.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.  It is also an iterative present for what takes place at certain intervals.  It is also a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates the believer produces the action of giving thanks to God for the food he eats.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”  Some verbs have a root idea which is so closely related to that of the dative that they take their direct object in the dative rather than the accusative case.

“because he gives thanks to God.”

- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact, Indeed, Certainly.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb ESTHIW with the negative MĒ, meaning “he who does not eat [anything he wants; that is, the one who only eats vegetables].”

The article functions as a relative pronoun, “the one who” or “he who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on when Paul wrote and is still true today.


The active voice indicates that the weak believer who eats only vegetables produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the dative of advantage from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “for the benefit of the Lord.”  This is followed by the strong negative OUK meaning “not” with the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ESTHIW, meaning “to eat.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on at the time of writing and is still true today.


The active voice indicates that the weak believer produces the action of not eating meat so that he can honor the Lord by not doing so.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what the weak believer is attempting to do.

Then we have the continuative or additive function of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EUCHARISTEW, which means “he gives thanks.”


The present tense is an iterative present for what occurs at successive intervals.  It is also a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that the weak believer produces the action of giving thanks when he eats, just as the strong believer gives thanks when he eats.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”

“In fact he who does not eat does not eat for the benefit of the Lord, and he gives thanks to God.”
Rom 14:6 corrected translation
“He who thinks that each day is important, thinks each day is important for the benefit of the Lord.  And he who eats [anything he wants], eats to the Lord, because he gives thanks to God.  In fact he who does not eat does not eat for the benefit of the Lord, and he gives thanks to God.”
Explanation:
1.  “He who thinks that each day is important [mature believer], thinks each day is important for the benefit of the Lord.”

a.  Paul continues with his illustration by showing that both types of believers (the weak believer and the strong believer) are trying to do what they consider to be honoring to the Lord.

b.  Because each in his own way is trying to do what is honoring to the Lord, neither believer should be critical of the other believer.

c.  First Paul deals with the mature or strong believer.  This is the believer who does not regard any particular day of the week, month, or year as special in some way or more “holy” than any other day.  The mature believer understands the principle stated in Ps 118:24, “This is the day which the Lord has made.  Rejoice and have a superabundance of happiness in it.”


d.  Therefore, the mature believer regards each day as equally important.  Every day is the Lord’s day.  Every day is Christmas.  Every day is Easter Sunday.  For the mature believer, every day is special and equally important, because every day is an opportunity to glorify the Lord.


e.  The mature believer regards each day as an important day to the Lord.  If the Lord took the time to create that day, then obviously that day is important to Him in His plan.


f.  The mature believer respects each day as coming from the Lord, and therefore, he uses each day to glorify the Lord by learning and applying the word of God.


g.  The mature believer honors the Lord each day by making the most of his time because the days are evil, Eph 5:16.


h.  Therefore, the strong believer thinks that each and every day is important to the Lord and so lives his spiritual life for the benefit of the glorification of the Lord each day.  Because of this attitude and action on the part of the strong believer, the weak believer has no right to judge him as doing anything wrong; for he is not doing anything wrong.

2.  “And he who eats [anything he wants], eats to the Lord, because he gives thanks to God.”

a.  Paul continues with the illustration of the strong or mature believer who eats anything he wants.  This believer is also not doing anything wrong by what he eats because he is giving thanks to the Lord for what he eats.

b.  Therefore, his giving thanks to the Lord for what he eats sanctifies or sets apart the food as holy.  He glorifies God by giving the glory to God in His thanksgiving.


c.  Therefore, this believer cannot be criticized for eating whatever he wants, because he is also glorifying God in the process.


d.  So the believer who eats whatever he wants should not be judged by the immature believer, because if the immature believer criticizes and maligns this believer for eating, then he is also maligning and criticizing God for providing the food and being the source of logistical grace support to the mature believer.

3.  “In fact he who does not eat [weak believer] does not eat for the benefit of the Lord, and he gives thanks to God.”

a.  Then Paul turns his attention to the weak, spiritually immature believer.  The believer who does not eat is the believer who does not eat anything he wants, but abstains from certain foods in an attempt to keep the Mosaic Law as a system of spirituality.  This believer is wrong in what he is trying to do, but Paul does not focus on this believer’s wrongdoing.  Instead Paul focuses on the fact that this believer is doing what he is doing for the benefit of the Lord.


b.  This believer’s motivation is also the glorification of the Lord, just as it is the motivation of the mature believer.  The weak believer does not eat meat or certain other foods so that the Lord can be glorified in the eyes of the legalistic Jews and Gentiles.


c.  In addition, this believer also gives thanks to God for what he eats just as the mature believer does.


d.  Therefore, since this believer is also attempting to glorify God and is giving thanks to God, the mature believer has no right to treat this believer with contempt.


e.  Both the weak and strong believer have no right to judge or treat each other with contempt because in their own way they are attempting to glorify the Lord by giving thanks to God for what they have been given by God and by doing what they believe to be right before God.
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