Romans 14:5



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, used as a demonstrative pronoun with the Attic Greek affirmative particle MEN in correlation with another HOS DE, which follows in the verse, meaning “the one … the other or this one … that one Mt 22:5; Lk 23:33; Acts 27:44; Rom 14:5; 1 Cor 11:21; 2 Cor 2:16; Jude 22f. this … that Rom 9:21.”
  “This one” refers to the weak or spiritually immature believer.  “That one” refers to the strong or spiritually mature believer.  Then we have the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For example.”  (This conjunction is missing from a number of very good manuscripts.  However, its presence in a couple of good manuscripts and the logical need for it as this point in Paul’s statements argues for its being a part of the original text.)  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb KRINW, which means “to judge, think, consider, look upon.”

The present tense is an aorist present, which presents the action of considering as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, or progress.

The active voice indicates that the weak believer produces the action of placing a subjective value on particular days of the week, month, and year.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun HĒMERA, which means “a day.”  Then we have the preposition PARA plus the accusative of comparison from the feminine singular noun HĒMERA, meaning “marker of comparative advantage, in comparison to, more than, greater than, beyond Lk 13:2, 4; Rom 14:5.”
  Literally this says “a day greater than a day” or “a day more than a day.”  This is an idiom meaning the same thing in English when we say “one day more than another day” or “one day greater than another day.”
“For example, on the one hand this one considers one day greater than another day,”
- is the other half of the HOS MEN…HOS DE construction, translated “on the other hand that one” and referring to the spiritually mature believer.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb KRINW, which means “to judge, think, consider, look upon.”


The present tense is an aorist present, which presents the action of considering as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, or progress.


The active voice indicates that the strong believer produces the action of placing an objective value of equality on every day that God has created.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective PAS and the noun HĒMERA, which means “every day.”  This is also an idiom.  Literally it says “that one considers every day.”  We have to add the word “[alike]” for the context to make sense in English.
“on the other hand that one considers every day [alike].” 
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective HEKASTOS, used as a substantive and meaning “each man, each person, or each individual.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and adjective IDIOS, meaning “his own” and the noun NOUS, meaning “thinking.”  The phrase is translated “in his own thinking.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present passive imperative from the verb PLĒROPHOREW, which means “to be fully convinced, assured, certain Rom 4:21; be fully assured Col 4:12; every one must be fully convinced in the person’s own mind Rom 14:5.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.  This is a fact that simply must exist.


The passive voice indicates that every individual believer must produce the action of being convinced and certain that what they are doing is what God wants.


The imperative mood is a command.  In the third person it should be translated by the word “must.”
“Each person must be fully convinced and certain in his own thinking.”
Rom 14:5 corrected translation
“For example, on the one hand this one considers one day greater than another day, on the other hand that one considers every day [alike].  Each person must be fully convinced and certain in his own thinking.”
Explanation:
1.  “For example, on the one hand this one [weak believer] considers one day greater than another day,”

a.  Paul continues with another example of a difference in beliefs between the weak and strong believer.  On the one hand we have the weak believer who considers that certain days of the week, the month, and the year are more holy than other days of the week, month, or year.  This was true under the Jewish dispensation, but is definitely not true during the Church Age.


b.  As a worse case we have the Church Age believer trying to live the spiritual life of the Church Age by observing the “holy days” of the Mosaic Law.  As a best case we have a new believer without doctrinal understanding, who is simply trying to resurrect Sunday as the Lord’s day (a Christian ‘Sabbath’) because of resurrection.


c.  Under the Mosaic Law the Sabbath was to be observed on a weekly basis, because it was the day in which God rested from all of His work of restoring the earth for man’s habitation.  The Jewish believer also observed the days of the new moon as special “holy days” as well as certain feast days.  There were many Jews who brought these customs into the Christian church and expected the same observance of certain days of the week and year.


d.  This has continued with the special observance of Easter, Christmas, and other days, which are in fact no more special or holy than any other day of the week or day of the year in the Church Age.  But out of ignorance the new and weak believer thinks that there is something special about certain days.


e.  It is not a sin for the immature believer to consider in his own mind that one day is more holy or special than another day.  It does not hurt anything.  It is respect for God and respect for His plan.


f.  Therefore, because this believer is not sinning, not disrespecting but respecting God in this manner, he is not to be judged, ridiculed, or treated with contempt.

2.  “on the other hand that one [spiritual believer] considers every day [alike].”

a.  On the other hand we have the mature believer or the believer with a lot of understanding of the word of God in his soul.  Therefore, he considers every day to be special to the Lord.  One day is not better than another day or more holy than another day, because every day is the Lord’s day and should be treated as holy.


b.  This believer understands that his behavior is not dependent upon certain holy days, but that every day demands the same absolute holiness and respect from him.  This principle was clearly taught in Ps 118:24, “This is the day which the Lord has made; Let us rejoice and have a superabundance of happiness in it.”

c.  God makes every day for the blessing of the believer with capacity for blessing from the doctrine in his soul.  All days are Christmas to the believer occupied with Christ.  Everyday is an opportunity to live our life as unto the Lord in all that we think, say, and do.


d.  Therefore, every day is a day in which to live the spiritual life by thinking the word of God and glorifying God by doing what He asks of us.  This doctrinal thinking produces a capacity for happiness and blessing from that system of thinking doctrine each day.


e.  Today’s doctrine produces tomorrow’s happiness and superabundance of happiness.  The mature believer understands this and enjoys every single day to the maximum because of what God has provided for him that day.
3.  “Each person must be fully convinced and certain in his own thinking.”

a.  Then Paul states the principle based upon this example.  Both of these believers must do the same thing.  They must be fully, completely, and totally convinced in their own thinking that what they are doing is the right thing to do.

b.  The weak or immature believer must worship the Lord and respect the Lord by observing each special day as special.  The strong or mature believer must worship and respect the Lord by observing every day as special.

c.  Both the weak and strong believer must worship the Lord in their own way with a clear conscience, and neither one has the right to judge the other person or treat them with contempt for their beliefs.

d.  Paul will teach this same principle in Col 2:16, “Therefore, let no one criticize [find fault with] you because of what you eat and because of what you drink or with regard to the observance of a religious holiday or the new moon or the Sabbaths.”



(1)  God is not unreasonable and does not expect us to try to please everyone, even those who are wrong.  What He does expect is for us to not flaunt our spiritual freedom in the face of other believers who do not understand doctrine or who have rejected the doctrines, which we have learned.



(2)  We are not to give other believers, or unbelievers for that matter, any excuse for being critical of us with respect to what we eat or do not eat.  If we want to be a vegetarian, there is nothing wrong with that.  But do not tell other people they should not eat meat, when the Scripture says all foods are authorized by God for us to eat.  Acts 10:10ff.  If another person is offended by our eating certain foods around them, then don't eat those foods around them.



(3)  We are not to give other believers, or unbelievers for that matter, any excuse for being critical of us with respect to what we drink or do not drink.  If we want to drink alcohol, there is nothing wrong with that.  But it is a sin to get drunk.  Paul commanded Timothy to drink a little wine for his stomach.  Our Lord drank wine just before dying on the Cross, Mt 27:48.  Drinking alcohol is not a sin; getting drunk is a sin.  If another person is offended by our drinking, then don't drink around them.



(4)  We are not to give other believers any excuse for finding fault with us because of our observance or lack of observance of religious holidays.  The celebration of Christmas and Easter is a tradition of man, not a mandate from God.  However, we have the responsibility not to openly and defiantly offend other believers by things we do or fail to do.



(5)  The problem is our motivation, our mental attitude of arrogance, antagonism, and self-absorption, not the actual observance or lack of observance of some holiday.  This same principle applies to the observance of national holidays like Veterans Day, Thanksgiving, Flag Day, Labor Day, etc.
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