Romans 14:2



- is the postpositive affirmative particle MEN, used in correlation (association) with the adversative particle DE (which follows), meaning “On the one hand…on the other hand.”  “Sometimes the combination  does not emphasize a contrast, but separates one thought from another in a series, so that they may be easily distinguished: with the article—the one … the other Mt 13:8, 23; Rom 9:21; with the relative pronoun—the one … the other Rom 14:5; 1 Cor 11:21; in the plural some … others Gal 4:23; Eph 4:11; Phil 1:16; with a demonstrative pronoun each one …, one in one way, one in another 1 Cor 7:7;  the one is confident about eating anything, but the weak person, Rom 14:2.”
  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “one category (the believer with accurate knowledge of the teaching of the word of God).”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe, to have confidence in, or to trust.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on at the time Paul wrote and is still true today.


The active voice indicates that the believer with doctrine in his soul produces the action of having certain correct beliefs.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the entire spiritual life of the believer with regard to what he is able to eat or not eat.


The active voice indicates that the believer produces the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “all things” and referring to all kinds of food.
“On the one hand, the one category believes that he may eat all things,”
- is the second half of the Attic Greek MEN…DE construction, meaning “on the other hand.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb ASTHENEW, which means “to be weak.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on at the time of writing and is still going on today.

The active voice indicates that the believer without doctrine produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun LACHANON, which means “vegetables.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ESTHIW, meaning “to eat.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on at the time of writing.

The active voice indicates that the weak believer produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“on the other hand, the one who is weak eats vegetables.”
Rom 14:2 corrected translation
“On the one hand, the one category believes that he may eat all things, on the other hand, the one who is weak eats vegetables.”
Explanation:
1.  “On the one hand, the one category [mature believers] believes that he may eat all things,”

a.  Paul continues by illustrating the difference between the mature and immature believer.  The mature believer understands from the teaching of Scripture that he may eat anything he wants.

b.  Paul taught this same concept in 1 Cor 8:
8:1 “Now concerning things offered to an idol, we know that everyone has human knowledge.  Human knowledge causes arrogance, but virtue-love causes edification.”

8:2 “If anyone thinks that he understands anything, and he does, he does not yet understand as it is necessary to understand.”

8:3 “But if anyone loves God, and he does, he has been recognized (acknowledged) by Him.”

8:4 “So concerning the eating of meat offered to an idol we know that [there is] no such thing as an idol in the world and that [there is] no God except one.”

8:5 “For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth, just as there are many gods and many lords,”

8:6 “yet for our benefit [there is] one God, the Father, from Whom [are] all things and we [exist] for His purpose, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through Whom [are] all things, and we [exist] through Him.”

8:7 “But this knowledge is not in everyone.  In fact, because of being accustomed to the idol up to the present time, they are eating as though it is food offered to an idol.   And their conscience, being weak, is defiled.”

8:8 “Yet food will never bring us close to God.  Neither if we do not eat do we lack an advantage nor if we eat do we have an advantage.”

8:9 “But take care that this freedom of choice of yours does not ever become an opportunity for those who are doctrinally weak to take offense.”

8:10 “For if someone should see you, the one who has knowledge, dining in an idol temple, will not his conscience, if he is weak, be strengthened, with the result that he might eat the things offered to an idol?”

8:11 “For the weak are being [spiritually] ruined by your knowledge, your fellow-believer, for the sake of whom Christ died.”

8:12 “And by sinning in this manner against your fellow-believers, and by wounding their weakened conscience, you are sinning against Christ.”

8:13 “For this very reason, if food causes my fellow-believer to sin, I will absolutely not eat meat forever, in order that I might not cause my fellow-believer to sin.”


c.  The issue of eating meat was settled by God in Acts 10:9-15, “On the next day, as they were on their way and approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray.  But he became hungry and was desiring to eat; but while they were making preparations, he fell into a trance; and he saw the sky opened up, and an object like a great sheet coming down, lowered by four corners to the ground, and there were in it all kinds of four-footed animals and crawling creatures of the earth and birds of the air.  A voice came to him, ‘Get up, Peter, kill and eat!’  But Peter said, ‘By no means Lord, for I have never eaten anything unholy and unclean.’  Again a voice came to him a second time, ‘What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.’  This happened three times, and immediately the object was taken up into the sky.”

d.  The principle was first explained by our Lord in Mt 15:11, “It is not what enters into the mouth that defiles the man, but what proceeds out of the mouth, this defiles the man.”


e.  The positive, advancing, and mature believer understands that what we eat is not the issue.  The issue is receiving all food with thanksgiving.


f.  The same is true of the believers in the royal family of God in the local church.  The issue is not what kind of a believer they are.  They are to be received with thanksgiving and gratitude.



(1).  If they are a mature believer, then thank God for the comfort and encouragement they provide to others.



(2)  If they are a growing believer, then thank God for their positive volition toward doctrine.



(3)  If they are negative to doctrine, then thank God for the opportunity to be tested by them.



(4)  In everything give thanks, for this is God’s will for our life.
2.  “on the other hand, the one who is weak eats vegetables.”

a.  The immature believer does not believe that a person should eat meat.  He is a vegetarian.  This person was still trying to keep the Mosaic Law for salvation and the execution of the spiritual life by abstaining from eating meat offered to idols and certain other meats (pork) forbidden by the Mosaic Law.

b.  This was an immature and spiritually childish belief based on outdated information that had been superceded by God as no longer required.


c.  The weak believer is the believer without doctrinal understanding.  At the time of writing, there were many believers who just couldn’t let go of the Mosaic Law as the means of spirituality.

d.  The vegetarian considered himself or herself holier than the person who ate meats.  This same trend continued in the Middle Ages as a part of Monasticism.


e.  What we eat or do not eat is not important.  Our attitude toward our fellow believers is critically important.  God is not interested in what we eat, but what we think, say, and do, especially in our relationships with others.


f.  If we wish to be a vegetarian, there is nothing wrong with that, but never equate it with anything to do with the spiritual life.  Likewise, if we only eat meat, then don’t equate that with anything special either.


g.  The principle is: don’t make false issues in the spiritual life out of taboos, customs, or any agreed upon social behavior.  The word of God clearly teaches what is right and wrong, acceptable and not acceptable.

h.  We have the responsibility to receive, welcome, and accept any believer in the local church without judging, ridiculing, ostracizing, or categorizing them based upon a false human standard from human viewpoint.  This is the basic function of unconditional virtue love toward all.
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