Romans 14:17



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the absolute negative adverb OU, meaning “not” and the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.  This is also an aoristic present for a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the subject (the kingdom of God) produces the action of not being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA, meaning “the kingdom.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of “God’s kingdom.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun BRWSIS, meaning the act of “eating” plus the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun POSIS, meaning the act of “drinking.”
“For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, meaning “righteousness” and referring to spiritual capacity righteousness.  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, meaning “harmony” in the sense of freedom from antagonism in this context.  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun CHARA, meaning “a superabundance of happiness; joy, rejoicing, happiness.”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “by means of the Spirit” and the adjective HAGIOS, meaning “Holy.”
“but righteousness, harmony, and a superabundance of happiness by means of the Holy Spirit.”
Rom 14:17 corrected translation
“For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking but righteousness, harmony, and a superabundance of happiness by means of the Holy Spirit.”
Explanation:
1.  “For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking”

a.  Paul continues with an explanation of why our good must not be slandered (maligned, criticized) by others, whether believers or unbelievers.

b.  The kingdom of God.


(1)  The kingdom of God is a reference to the rule of Jesus Christ on earth during His millennial reign and the eternal kingdom of God in which we will reside forever.  This can be seen in the following Scriptures.




(a)  The kingdom of God referring to the millennial reign of Christ can be seen in Mk 14:25, “Truly I say to you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”



(b)  The kingdom of God referring to the eternal state is found in Jn 18:36, “Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not of this world.  If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.’”


(2)  The kingdom of God is for believers only, Jn 3:3, “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.’”

c.  Our passage says that the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking.  This does not mean that there will not be eating and drinking in the kingdom of God.  It means that the kingdom of God is much more than the temporal needs of the body.


d.  The kingdom of God satisfies the spiritual needs of the soul rather than the physical needs of the body. However, all the physical needs of the resurrection body are met in the kingdom of God, as well as the needs of the mortal bodies of believers born during the millennial reign of Christ.

e.  Mk 14:25 above quotes our Lord as saying He will drink wine in His millennial kingdom.  We also know that the wedding feast of the Lamb occurs at the beginning of the millennial reign of Christ.  That will be the greatest party in the history of the world.


f.  But Paul’s point here is that there are more important things for the believer to be concerned with rather than what kind of foods we eat, or whether the meat was sacrificed to an idol, or whether the grape juice has alcohol in it or not.


g.  Since our good must not be criticized by others, it is the responsibility of the growing and mature believer to not be concerned about what they eat or drink, but be much more concerned about the spiritual welfare of their fellow-believers and their ambassadorship for Christ.


h.  The kingdom of God is the message of eternal salvation available to all, Lk 4:43, “But He said to them, ‘I must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also, for I was sent for this purpose.’”  The message of eternal salvation, that is, the kingdom of God, is much more than ‘Eat this’ or ‘Don’t eat that’ or ‘Drink this’ or ‘Don’t ever drink that.’  The message of salvation does not deal with the material things of this life, but the spiritual things of eternal relationship with God.  This is Paul’s point in the last half of this verse.

2.  “but righteousness, harmony, and a superabundance of happiness by means of the Holy Spirit.”

a.  The kingdom of God, or God’s message of eternal salvation, concerns righteousness in two categories.


(1)  The kingdom of God is about the imputed righteousness of God, which God gives to every member of the human race who believes in Him, so that that person can be qualified to live with God forever by being positionally as good as God.



(2)  The kingdom of God is about spiritual capacity righteousness, which is the capacity for doing what is right based upon a person’s continuous spiritual growth and understanding of the will of God, and obedience to that will.  As we learn the word of God we come to understand what God expects of us.  As we learn what God expects, we strive to do the will of God in all things.  As we continue to strive to obey God at all times under all circumstances we develop a greater capacity for doing the right thing, that is, obeying the will of God.  This is the development of spiritual capacity righteousness in our soul.  Spiritual capacity righteousness is the knowledge, willingness, and ability to do a right thing in a right way in compatibility with the known will of God.



(3)  Both the imputed righteousness of God and spiritual capacity righteousness are far more important in the spiritual life and the kingdom of God than any taboo concerning eating or drinking or the freedom of the believer to eat or drink what he wants.


b.  The kingdom of God is peace, harmony, and prosperity in our relationships with others.  This occurs in two areas—toward God and toward other people.


(1)  The kingdom of God is harmony with God.  This harmony is brought about by God through the reconciliation of the spiritually dead unbeliever with God the Father based upon the work of our Lord Jesus Christ on the cross.




(a)  We were reconciled to God by the work of Christ in bearing our sins and being judged as a substitute for us.   God the Father applies that reconciliation to us the moment we believe in Christ.




(b)  Paul taught this in Rom 5:1, “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”


(2)  The kingdom of God is also harmony with others.




(a)  This is the function of unconditional love for all, which is motivated by our personal love for God.




(b)  The fruit or production of the Spirit is “virtue-love, a superabundance of happiness, harmony, patience, integrity, goodness, doctrinal inculcation and application, humility, self-control.  Against such things there is no law.” Gal 5:22-23.




(c)  Our ability to get along with other people, to be considerate and thoughtful, to deal with them in virtue, honor, and integrity is far more important than what we or they eat or don’t eat and what we or they drink or don’t drink.




(d)  Eating and drinking is nothing in the spiritual life compared to the royal law of love, which demands that we love one another even as Christ has loved us.

c.  The kingdom of God is a superabundance of happiness or sharing the happiness of God.


(1)  The believer who is concerned and upset over what someone else is eating and drinking is not happy.  They are making themselves miserable by their own false values.



(2)  Is not our happiness and the happiness of a fellow-believer far more important than what they eat and drink or what we eat and drink?  Of course it is.



(3)  God is not interested in what we eat or don’t eat or what we drink or don’t drink as much as He is interested in our happiness.



(4)  God wants us to be happy.  He does not want us to use our freedom in the spiritual life to make a weaker believer unhappy.  Likewise, He does not want us to establish false human standards based on human taboos to make others miserable.


d.  Finally, righteousness, harmony, and happiness come to us by means of the regeneration ministry, the filling ministry, and the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.


(1)  God the Holy Spirit gives us the very righteousness of God the moment we believe in Christ.  This is part of the ministry of regeneration.



(2)  God the Holy Spirit fills us in order to give us the power to do the right thing, to live in harmony and peace with our fellow-man, and to be happy under every circumstance in life.



(3)  God the Holy Spirit teaches us everything we need to know to grow in our spiritual capacity righteousness, our unconditional love toward others, and our happiness and occupation with Christ.


e.  The kingdom of God comes by means of the ministries of the Holy Spirit, not by the taboos of the legalist or the freedoms of the mature believer.

f.  Therefore, when the divine good which we produce is slandered and criticized by others, it is a criticism of the ministry of God the Holy Spirit in our life.  This must not happen and the only way to prevent it is to not make false issues out of things that are not important in the spiritual life, such as eating and drinking.
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