Romans 14:16



- is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” with the negative MĒ, meaning “not” and the third person singular present passive imperative from the verb BLASPHĒMEW, which means “to be slandered, maligned, criticized, reviled, defamed, spoken irreverently/impiously/disrespectfully of or about.”


The present tense is a static present or gnomic present for a state or condition that is to universally exist throughout the Church Age for all believers.


The passive voice indicates that the intrinsic good of the believer’s spiritual life is not to receive the action of being slandered, maligned, or criticized.


The imperative mood is a command, and in the third person can be translated “must not be…”
“Therefore, …must not be slandered [maligned, criticized].”
- is the subjective genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your” in the sense of the good you produce or attain or achieve, etc.  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and adjective AGATHOS, used as a substantive and meaning “the good.”  This is a technical term used by Paul for the execution of the will, plan, and purpose of God in the spiritual life of the Church Age believer.
“your good”
Rom 14:16 corrected translation
“Therefore, your good must not be slandered.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, your good”

a.  Based upon what Paul has just stated in the previous verse he comes to another important conclusion.  The subject of this statement and command is the key thought in this passage.  It must be clearly understood for correct interpretation and application.

b.  This is not a reference to human good.



(1)  There is a tremendous amount of good produced in the world by believers and unbelievers that is well-meaning, sincere, and based upon caring for others.  That is not the good mentioned here.



(2)  Human good is all that man is able to do for the betterment of himself and others.



(3)  It can as virtuous as an unbeliever diving on a grenade to save the other members of his squad, or as simple as allowing another person to cut in front of you on the freeway in a traffic jam, when they are about to miss their exit.



(4)  All of the wonderful ideas and actions of men and women to help the helpless, to fight for what is right, and serve others are of no value in the eyes of God.  That seems rather harsh and callous; therefore, you might ask “why?”



(a)  Every member of the human race is born spiritually dead in a state of total depravity.




(b)  Because of this horrible state of selfishness from the sin nature, no action on the part of man is acceptable to God.  Rom 3:12, “All [unbelievers] have turned aside [into unrighteousness].  At the same time they have become depraved.  There is not one who does what is right.  There is not as much as a single person.”



(c)  The only thing God can accept is perfection.  Perfect God can only accept perfection from His creatures.




(d)  Therefore, the only good God can accept is perfect good.




(e)  Since man has only relative righteousness, the good he performs is not perfect, but imperfect.  Rom 7:18-21, “Indeed, I know that there does not reside in me, that is, in my human body, intrinsic good; for the resolve is present in me, but the honorable accomplishment—No!  For the intrinsic good which I will (purpose, desire) I am not doing, but the evil which I do not desire, this I keep on practicing.  Now if what I do not desire this very thing I keep doing, I am no longer bringing it about, but the living in me sin nature.  Consequently, I discover this principle in my desiring to do the honorable thing, that evil is present and ready in me.”



(f)  Man’s good is not acceptable to God.


c.  Therefore, since this does not refer to the human good of believers and unbelievers, it must refer to another type of “good”, and it does.  This is a reference to the divine good of the perfect plan of God.


d.  Divine good is anything done by the believer in the power of and under the influence of God the Holy Spirit, Gal 5:22-23 “But the production of the Spirit is virtue-love, joy [sharing the happiness of God], harmony [with God], patience, integrity, goodness, doctrinal inculcation and application, humility, self-control.”


e.  The believer who accomplishes divine good by the execution of God’s plan glorifies God, honors God, and is prospered by God, Rom 2:10 “There is glory and honor and prosperity to everyone who accomplishes the good, not only especially to the Jew but also to the Gentile.”

f.  “The good” is a system of divine thinking, Rom 12:2 “Also, stop being molded [shape one’s behavior] to this age, but be transformed by the renewal of your thinking [renovation of your thought], that you may prove what the will of God is, namely, the good, the pleasing, and the complete.”

g.  The execution of God’s plan conquers evil.



(1)  1 Pet 3:11, “Rather, let him turn away from evil and begin to produce good, let him try to obtain harmony and pursue it,”


(2)  Rom 12:21 “Stop being conquered by evil, but conquer evil by means of the good.”

h.  Unconditional love for others is a major function of divine good.



(1)  Rom 15:2, “Let each one of us [mature believers] accommodate his neighbor for the purpose of the good to edification.”


(2)  Gal 6:10, “So then, while we have time, let us do [divine] good with reference to all men, but especially with reference to the household of faith.”



(3)  1 Thes 5:15, “Watch out that no one pays back evil to anyone, but pursue the intrinsic good toward one another and toward all men.”


i.  Divine good as a part and function of God’s plan must be learned, Rom 16:19, “Certainly, the respect of your obedience [authority orientation] has become known to all; therefore because of you I am delighted, but I want you to be wise with reference to the good, and unharmed [maintained integrity] with reference to the evil.”

j.  Believers are evaluated based upon their execution of divine good, 2 Cor 5:10, “For it is necessary that we all must appear before the judicial bench of Christ, in order that each person might be rewarded for the things by means of the body in accordance with what he has done, whether good of intrinsic value or worthless (trivial, thoughtless, indifferent).”

k.  The new spiritual species was created to produce divine good.



(1)  Eph 2:10, “For we are His creation, having been created in Christ Jesus [new spiritual species] for good of intrinsic value achievements which God has prepared in advance [portfolio of invisible assets], that we should walk by means of them.”



(2)  2 Thes 3:13, “Now you, brethren, do not become tired of doing what is honorable.”

l.  Bible doctrine is divine good.

(1) Eph 4:29, “Do not permit any unsound doctrine to go out from your mouth, but whatever is good of intrinsic value [Bible Doctrine] for the purpose of edification, in order that it [accurate teaching] may give grace-orientation to the hearers.”


(2)  1 Thes 5:21, “but examine all things, keep in your memory what is good.”


(3)  Heb 5:14, “But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.”


m.  Leadership in the local church is characterized by someone who produces divine good,  Tit 1:8, “but hospitable, someone who loves intrinsic good, prudent [thoughtful/self-controlled], just [honest, righteous], pleasing to God, self-disciplined,”

n.  “The good” is the plan, will, and purpose of God, and is the antithesis of evil, 3 Jn 1:11, “Beloved, do not follow [imitate] the evil, but the good [plan of God].  If anyone does good he is from God [representing Him], if anyone does evil, he does not understand God.”
2.  “must not be slandered [maligned, criticized].”

a.  1 Pet 3:16 is a parallel passage to our verse, “but with humility and respect have an intrinsically good conscience, in order that in that which you are criticized those who verbally abuse your intrinsically good conduct in Christ might be put to shame.”

b.  Paul’s command and injunction is that we must do nothing to permit the plan, will, and purpose of God for our lives to be criticized, slandered, or maligned.  Nothing in our behavior as representatives of Christ should allow us to be slandered or criticized by others.


c.  Nothing we say should open us up to be criticized by others.  Nothing we think should be liable to slander from others.


d.  In application to our passage, Paul is telling the Romans (and by extension all of us) that we are not to eat certain foods, drink certain things, do certain things, say certain things, etc., if it causes us to be slandered or criticized by others.

e.  We are ambassadors for Christ.  We must not do anything that gives an unbeliever an excuse to not believe in Christ because of our poor behavior.


f.  Mature believers are to be examples to new believers, and must do nothing that is not for the purpose of building up (edifying) their love of the word of God and desire to obey God.


g.  God expects us to be bastions of integrity, honor, virtue, and unconditional love for all.  This is the will, plan, and purpose of God for our lives.  This is “the good.”
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