Romans 13:14



- is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “But” followed by the second person plural aorist middle imperative from the verb ENDUW, which means “to put on” in the sense of to wear clothing.  In modern English we might say something like “get dressed in the Lord Jesus Christ” or “Wear the Lord Jesus Christ” or simply “Clothe yourselves.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers up our entire spiritual life into a whole and looks at the action of putting on Christ in its entirety.


The middle voice is a dynamic or intensive middle, which lays stress on each believer as the agent responsible for and intimately involved in producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning “the Lord Jesus Christ.”
“But put on the Lord Jesus Christ”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the genitive of advantage from the feminine singular article and noun SARX, meaning “for the flesh” and referring to the sin nature.  The genitive of advantage indicates on behalf of which something is done.  We are commanded here to stop making provision on behalf of the sin nature for it to continue functioning whenever it wants.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun PRONOIA, which means the act of thinking ahead, planning for something in advance; “to think about something ahead of time, with the implication that one can then respond appropriately - ‘to give attention beforehand, to have in mind to do, foresight.’ ‘give attention (plan ahead) to doing what everyone considers good,’ Rom 12.17; ‘stop planning ahead so as to satisfy the desires of your sinful nature’;”
  “make provision for something, be concerned for or about something.”
  This is followed by the negative MĒ, meaning “not” and the second person plural present middle imperative from the verb POIEW, which in the middle voice means “to do, to make, to produce something for oneself.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what should not be happening right now.


The middle voice is a reflexive middle, in which the subject is described as acting in relation to him or herself and being intimately involved in the action.


The imperative mood with the negative in the present tense is a prohibition to stop an action currently in progress.
Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of respect or general reference from the feminine plural noun EPITHUMIA, which means “with reference to its lusts.”  This could also be an accusative of cause, meaning “because of its lusts,” indicating the reason why we must stop making provision for the sin nature to do what it wants.
“and stop making provision for your flesh with reference to its lusts.”
Rom 13:14 corrected translation
“But put on the Lord Jesus Christ and stop making provision for your flesh with reference to its lusts.”
Explanation:
1.  “But put on the Lord Jesus Christ”

a.  Instead of living our life in an inappropriate manner full of gluttony, drunken parties, sexual lasciviousness, licentiousness, strife, and jealousies, God has an entirely different plan for our life.  We are to behave and act like our Lord Jesus Christ did during His first advent.

b.  The Lord Jesus Christ is our role model.  He lived the same spiritual life that has been given to us.  We are expected to live as He did.


c.  This verse presents a picture to us of being completely covered, protected, enveloped, or engulfed by our Lord.  The analogy here is one of our spiritual life being completely centered around our Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  The command to be clothed in Christ is a command to use the recovery procedure of the spiritual life.



(1)  The last half of the verse deals with the lusts of the sin nature, which tempts us to do its will.  The first half of the verse deals with recovery from sin and the filling of the Holy Spirit.



(2)  The command to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” is a command to use 1 Jn 1:9 and acknowledge our sin(s) to God, in order that we might get back into fellowship with Him.



(3)  The command to “stop making provision for your flesh” is a command to continue being filled with and influenced by God the Holy Spirit.



(4)  The first command logically follows the second.  We must get in fellowship and then stay in fellowship.


e.  Therefore, to be clothed with Christ is a picture of:



(1)  Recovering from carnality when necessary.



(2)  Staying in fellowship with God the Holy Spirit and our Lord Jesus Christ.



(3)  And living our very own spiritual life as unto the Lord in occupation with Him because of our personal love for Him through His doctrine circulating in our thoughts.


f.  We obey this command by:



(1)  Being filled with the Spirit.  This demands using the recovery procedure of the spiritual life when necessary.



(2)  Making the word of God the highest priority in our life by learning it and living it.


(3)  Using all the assets given to us by God to execute His will and glorify Him.


g.  Dressing is done in steps or stages and in an orderly manner.  Just as you don’t put your underwear on the outside of your other clothes, so there are steps and stages in how we put on the Lord Jesus Christ.


(1)  The first step is believing in Him.  This is the foundation for everything else in the spiritual life.



(2)  The next step is having confidence that what He has done for us, we cannot lose.



(3)  The third step is wanting to know as much about Him and our spiritual life as possible.



(4)  The fourth step is beginning to have gratitude, respect, and reciprocal love for God.


(5)  The fifth step is being highly motivated to do the will of God in all things.


i.  These stages do not happen overnight or all at once, but are developed through a lifetime of learning and applying what we learn from the word of God.


j.  Related Scripture:



(1)  Job 29:14, “I put on righteousness, and it clothed me; My justice was like a robe and a turban.”


(2)  Gal 3:27, “For you see, as many of you as have been identified with Christ, have clothed yourselves in Christ.”


(3)  Eph 4:24, “and put on the new man [edification complex of the soul], which according to the specifications of God has been created by means of virtue-righteousness and devoutness [reverence] from the source of truth [Bible doctrine].”


(4)  Col 3:10, “and put on the new man, who is being renewed for the purpose of epignosis knowledge according to the image of the One who created him.”


(5)  Col 3:12, “Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion [mercy, pity], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance].”
2.  “and stop making provision for your flesh [the sin nature] with reference to its lusts.”

a.  Paul continues with another command.  We are to stop doing something we are already doing.  We are making plans for how, when, and where we are going to sin, and Paul tells the Romans and us to stop doing this.

b.  Being caught off guard by the sin nature and committing an unknown sin is one thing, but deliberately planning your future sins is total lack of regard for the justice of God.


c.  God has degrees of discipline for sin and the discipline for deliberate, pre-planned sinning is certainly more severe than accidental or unintentional sin.


d.  For example, whenever revenge motivation is involved, we are in pre-planned sinning.


e.  When we think through and plan ahead how we are going to seduce someone, or get them in trouble at work, or cause them to look bad publicly, or how we are going to tell them off when we see them next, we are involved in pre-planned sinning.  We are making provision for the sin nature.

f.  “Making provision for the sin nature’s lusts” is not just saying “yes” to the sin nature when it wants something, but planning and working out ahead-of-time how we can go about getting our sin nature what it wants.


g.  We are to stop pre-planned sinning, and this includes mental attitude and verbal sins, as well as overt sins.


h.  We are to plan ahead to make provision for the body with reference to sleep, food, exercise, etc., but we have no business planning ahead for how, when, and where we are going to sin.


i.  Related Scripture:


(1)  Gal 5:16, “But I keep on declaring, `Keep on walking in the sphere of the Spirit and you will never carry out the lust of the flesh.’”


(2)  1 Pet 2:11, “Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.”
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