Romans 13:12



- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun NUX, which means “the night.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PROKOPTW, which means “to move forward to a final stage, of time be advanced, be far gone Rom 13:12; to move forward to an improved state, progress, advance in what is good or in what is bad in something.”


The aorist tense is a dramatic aorist, which is used for emphasis or dramatic effect, by stating a present reality with the certainty of a past event.

The active voice indicates that the night (the rule of Satan on earth and existence of sin and evil in God’s creation) produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “and.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HĒMERA, meaning “the day.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb EGGIZW, which means “to draw near in a temporal sense, draw near, come near, or approach.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.

The active voice indicates that the day of the Lord produces the action of approaching or drawing near.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“The night is far gone, and the day is approaching.”
- is the postpositive inferential conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore.”  Then we have the first person plural aorist middle subjunctive from the verb APOTITHĒMI, which means “to take off literally of clothes; figuratively to lay aside, rid oneself of  Rom 13:12; Col 3:8; Eph 4:22.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist to describe the action in its entirety.  This action should occur throughout our spiritual life.


The middle voice is an indirect or intensive middle, which lays emphasis on the believer as the subject producing the action himself in his own best interest.


The subjunctive mood is a hortatory subjunctive, which is “used to exhort or command oneself and one’s associates.  This use of the subjunctive is used to urge some one to unite with the speaker in a course of action upon which he has already decided.  Since there is no first person imperative, the hortatory subjunctive is used to do roughly the same task.  Thus this use of the subjunctive is an exhortation in the first person plural.  The typical translation, rather than we should … is let us …”
  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON, which means “the works.”  With this we have the subjective genitive from the neuter singular article and noun SKOTOS, which means “the state of spiritual or moral darkness, darkness, of darkening by sin.”

“Therefore, let us lay aside the works of darkness”
- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “and” with the first person plural aorist middle subjunctive from the verb ENDUW, which means “to put any kind of thing on oneself, clothe oneself in, put on, or wear  something.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist to describe the action in its entirety.  This action should occur throughout our spiritual life.


The middle voice is an indirect or intensive middle, which lays emphasis on the believer as the subject producing the action himself in his own best interest.


The subjunctive mood is a hortatory subjunctive.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun HOPLON, which means “an instrument designed to make ready for military engagement, weapon in imagery, it is used of a Christian’s life as a battle against evil, ‘the weapons of my warfare are not physical,’ 2 Cor 10:4; ‘put on the weapons of light,’ Rom 13:12.”
  The problem with the translation ‘weapons’ is that you don’t put on weapons; you hold weapons.  You put on or wear armor, like the breastplate of righteousness and the helmet of salvation.  Therefore, a better translation here is the word “armor.”  With this we have the possessive genitive or the genitive of production (‘the weapons produced by light’) from the neuter singular article and noun PHWS, which means “of light.”
“and let us put on the armor of light.”
Rom 13:12 corrected translation
“The night is far gone, and the day is approaching.  Therefore, let us lay aside the works of darkness and let us put on the armor of light.”
Explanation:
1.  “The night is far gone, and the day is approaching.”

a.  Paul continues with an explanation of his last statement ‘our deliverance is nearer than when we believed.’

b.  The “night” refers to Satan’s rulership of the world and the universe since his fall and the subsequent fall of man.

c.  The night began at the fall of Satan prior to human history.  We don’t know how long it took from the time of his fall until he had converted one-third of all the angels to his viewpoint.  But we do know that darkness entered God’s kingdom of light at the fall of Satan.


d.  The “day” that is approaching is the Day of the Lord, beginning with His second Advent, millennial reign, and eternal state.


e.  Paul’s point here is the same point he made in his first letter to the Corinthians, 1 Cor 7:29, “Now the point is this, brethren, the time is limited.”

f.  We have a limited time to learn and apply the teaching of the word of God through the use of unconditional love.  The night is almost over and the Morning Light (our Lord Jesus Christ) is about to be revealed in all His glory.  Therefore, the absolute need for us to do everything we can to exhibit His unconditional love for all by our unconditional love for all.


g.  Related Scripture.



(1)  1 Cor 10:11, “Now these things kept on happening to those [believers] as an example.  Moreover it was written for our warning, for the benefit of whom the goal of the ages has come.”


(2)  Heb 10:25, “not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another and all the more as you see the day drawing near.”


(3)  Jam 5:8, “You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.”


(4)  1 Pet 4:7, “But the end of all things is near.  Therefore, be self-controlled and calm for the purpose of prayers.”


(5)  1 Jn 2:18, “Students [positive believers], it is the last favorable time (hour) [to use the divine dynasphere], and just as you have heard that antichrist will come, even now [Church Age] many antichrists [believers in the cosmic system] exist, therefore we have come to know that it is the last favorable time [to use the divine dynasphere].”


(6)  Rev 1:3, “Happy is he who teaches exegetically and happy are they who keep hearing the words of this prophecy and keep applying those things which have been written in it; for the time is near.”


(7)  Rev 22:10, “And he said to me, ‘Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near.’”
2.  “Therefore, let us lay aside the works of darkness”

a.  Since Satan’s kingdom is almost gone and our Lord’s kingdom is about to appear, Paul comes to a logical inference and conclusion.  We must lay aside the old uniform and military equipment of the kingdom of darkness and put on the new uniform and military equipment provided by our new Commanding Officer, the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  We are no longer soldiers in Satan’s army, but are now soldiers of Christ.  We no longer wear the uniform of the old sin nature, but the uniform of glory.


c.  We no longer use the weapons of sin, human good, and evil, but the weapons of righteousness, love, and truth.


d.  Therefore, Paul relays the command of our Lord as one of His staff officers.  The command is a metaphor to no longer think, look like, or function like the soldiers we used to be, but think, look like, and function like the soldiers of the new army.


e.  The fact that the “works of darkness” refer to Satan’s kingdom is clearly taught many places in Scripture.


(1)  Mt 6:23, “But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!”


(2)  Lk 11:34-35, “The eye is the lamp of your body; when your eye is clear, your whole body also is full of light; but when it is bad, your body also is full of darkness.  Then watch out that the light in you is not darkness.”


(3)  Lk 22:53, “While I was with you daily in the temple, you did not lay hands on Me; but this hour and the power of darkness are yours.”


(4)  Jn 1:5, “The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”


(5)  Jn 3:19, “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.”


(6)  Jn 8:12, “Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.’”


(7)  Jn 12:35, “So Jesus said to them, ‘For a little while longer the Light is among you. Walk while you have the Light, so that darkness will not overtake you; he who walks in the darkness does not know where he goes.’”


(8)  Jn 12:46, “I have come as Light into the world, so that everyone who believes in Me will not remain in darkness.”


(9)  Acts 26:18, “to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.”


(10)  Rom 2:19, “and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness,”


(11)  1 Cor 4:5, “Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men's hearts; and then each man's praise will come to him from God.”


(12)  2 Cor 4:6, “For God, who said, ‘Light shall shine out of darkness,’ is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.”


(13)  2 Cor 6:14, “Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?”


(14)  Eph 5:8, “for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light.”


(15)  Eph 5:11, “Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them;”


(16)  Eph 6:12, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.”


(17)  Col 1:13, “For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,”


(18)  1 Thes 5:4-5, “But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief; for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness;”


(19)  1 Pet 2:9, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;”


(20)  1 Jn 1:5-10, “And this is the message which we have heard from Him and have communicated it to you, that God is light and in Him darkness does not exist.  If we contend that we have fellowship with Him and keep on walking in darkness [Cosmic system] we keep lying and do not live [practice] the truth.  But if we keep walking in the light [function in the spiritual life] as He is in the light, we keep on having fellowship with each other and the blood of Jesus His Son purifies us from all sin.  If we contend that we do not have an old sin nature, we deceive ourselves and doctrine is not in us.  If we [would] acknowledge our sins, He is faithful and He [would] cleanses us from all unrighteousness [unknown sins, human good, evil].  If we contend that we have not sinned we keep on making Him a liar, and His Word [Bible doctrine] does not reside in us.”


(3)  1 Jn 2:8-11, “On the other hand, I have written a new mandate to you, which is true doctrine in Him and in you [residence of royal family in spiritual life], because the darkness [cosmic system] is passing away, and the true light [Bible doctrine] is already shining [in your soul].  When anyone contends that he is in the light [spiritual life], and hates his fellow believer, he is in darkness [cosmic system] until now.  He who loves his fellow believer resides in the [spiritual life] light and there is no cause for ruin in it.  But when anyone hates his fellow believer, he is in darkness [cosmic system] and he walks in darkness [residence and function in cosmic system], and he does not know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes.”
3.  “and let us put on the armor of light.”

a.  This same concept is taught by Paul in:



(1)  1 Thes 5:8, “But since we are of the day, let us be self-controlled, having put on the breastplate of doctrine and virtue love, and the helmet, the confidence of salvation.”


(2)  2 Cor 6:7, “with the message of truth, with the power of God; by means of the offensive and defensive weapons of righteousness,”


(3)  2 Cor 10:4, “For the weapons of our warfare [are] not material but powerful because of God for the purpose of the destruction of fortresses, destroying human viewpoint thoughts and reasonings.”


(4)  Eph 6:11, “Put on the full armor from God so that you may always be able to hold your ground against the strategies of the devil, because our warfare is not against blood and flesh but against rulers [demon general officers], against authorities [demon officer corps], against world rulers of this darkness [demon ambassadors], against the spirit forces of evil in the heavenlies [rank and file demons].  Therefore, pick up and put on the full armor from God, that you may be able to stand your ground in the evil day, even after you have done everything to hold your ground.”

b.  The “armor of light” is the same thing as “the full armor from God,” that is, all that our Lord has provided for us to be victorious in our defensive battle against the spiritual forces of darkness.


c.  The armor of light includes:



(1)  The filling of the Holy Spirit.



(2)  The breastplate of doctrine and virtue love (which includes the motivational love of reciprocal love for God and the functional love of unconditional love for all.)



(3)  The helmet of confidence in our salvation.
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