Romans 13:10



- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article used as a demonstrative pronoun with the noun AGAPĒ, which means “This love” and refers back to the royal law of love for one another mentioned in the previous verse.  This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article, used as a third person personal pronoun (“his”) and adjective PLESION, which is an adverb from the neuter singular of the adjective, but used as a substantive, meaning “the one who is near or close by, to his neighbor, fellow human being.”
  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective KAKOS, meaning “evil.”  This is followed by the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present middle/passive deponent indicative from the verb ERGAZOMAI, which means “to do, work, produce.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action that takes place throughout one’s spiritual life.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning the believer producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact, and is almost a command as we had in the previous verse.
“This love does not produce evil to his neighbor.”
- is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore.”  With this we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun PLĒRWMA, which means “the act of fulfilling specifications, fulfilling or fulfillment.”
  With this we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, meaning “of the Law” and referring to the Mosaic Law.  Finally, we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article used as a demonstrative pronoun with the noun AGAPĒ, which means “This love.”  The subject and predicate nominative without the verb imply the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”
“Therefore this love [is] the fulfillment of the Law.”
Rom 13:10 corrected translation
“This love does not produce evil to his neighbor.  Therefore this love [is] the fulfillment of the Law.”
Explanation:
1.  “This love does not produce evil to his neighbor.”

a.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Ps 15:3, “He does not slander with his tongue, nor does evil to his neighbor, nor takes up a reproach against his friend.”


(2)  Prov 12:26, “The righteous is a guide to his neighbor, but the way of the wicked leads them astray.”

b.  The key word for interpretation of this sentence is the word “evil.”  Evil includes every kind of sin: overt sins, sins of the tongue, and mental attitude sins.


c.  The virtue of unconditional love for all commits no sin against anyone.


d.  Evil also includes human good.  Unconditional love produces no human good against anyone.



(1)  We think of good things that we do for others as not being detrimental to them.  However, human good is evil because it gives the appearance of being the will of God, when in fact it is the will of man.



(2)  The will of man does not live up to the perfect standards of the will of God.  This is why all human good is burned up at the evaluation throne of Christ.



(3)  Our human good does nothing to advance the plan of God.  Human good hinders the plan of God.  Human good keeps people from believing in God and trusting in God.



(4)  Therefore, human good is diametrically opposed to the plan, will, and purpose of God.



(5)  Human good achieves nothing that divine good cannot do far better.

e.  Therefore, human good is not a part of the plan of God.  It is permitted by the permissive will of God because of the importance of the continued existence of free will in Satan’s appeal trial.


f.  Unconditional love never produces evil against anyone.



(1)  Evil is arrogance added to mental attitude, verbal, and overt sins.



(2)  Evil is arrogance added to human good.



(3)  Unconditional love has no arrogance.



(4)  Unconditional love has no human good.



(5)  Unconditional love is motivated by personal love for God, which makes it divine good.



(6)  Anything motivated by personal love for God can never be evil.


g.  Therefore, the honor, virtue, and integrity of unconditional love for all from the motivation of personal love for God never produces evil of any kind.


h.  A person’s neighbor is anyone with whom they come into contact.  A person’s neighbor is anyone who is near to them in life, that is, someone they know or meet or associate with.

i.  Therefore, unconditional love is directed to all members of the human race we have any personal contact with or association.

2.  “Therefore this love [is] the fulfillment of the Law.”

a.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Mt 7:12, “In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.”


(2)  Mt 22:39-40, “The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.”


(3)  Gal 5:14, “For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”

b.  The phrase “the Law and the Prophets” refers to the entire Old Testament.  Everything demanded of man by God in the Old Testament was fulfilled by unconditional love for all.


d.  You might ask, “What about God’s commandment that we love Him?”  You cannot have unconditional love for all without the motivation of personal love for God.


e.  Love is the key to the spiritual life.  The love of the Church Age believer for God and his neighbor (everyone in his life) is the complete and total fulfillment of everything God has ever wanted from man.


f.  Our personal love for God with resultant unconditional love for others is the great proof that God uses against Satan in his appeal trial.  Satan argues that no free creature will ever love God or anyone else.  He believes that creatures can only love themselves.  Our love for God and others proves him wrong over and over again.


g.  Satan also believes that all creatures are ultimately arrogant and preoccupied with themselves.  Unconditional love for others prove him wrong over and over again.


h.  Therefore, unconditional love for all is a command and requirement for every believer in every dispensation; for it is one of the greatest testimonies against Satan and the fallen angels.
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