Romans 10:7



- is the disjunctive conjunction Ē, meaning “or.”  Then we have direct discourse or the exact statement of what the person is to not even begin to think in their soul with the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “Who.”  This is followed by the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb KATABAINW, which means “will go or come down; descend.”


The future tense is a deliberative future, which is used in real or rhetorical questions to consult the judgment of another person about the possibility, desirability, or necessity of a proposed action.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place, indicating direction toward something, from the feminine singular article and noun ABUSSOS, meaning “into the Abyss,” which was a transcendent place associated with the dead and hostile powers.

1.  It is the abode of the dead Ps 107:26, “They rose up to the heavens, they went down to the depths; their soul melted away in their misery.”  Ps 71:20, “You, who have shown me many troubles and distresses, will revive me again, and will bring me up again from the depths of the earth.”


2.  It is the abode of demons Lk 8:31, “And they were entreating Him not to command them to depart into the abyss.”


3.  It is a dungeon where the devil is kept Rev 20:3, “and threw him into the Abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he should not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.”

4.  It is the abode of the Antichrist Rev 11:7, “And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up out of the abyss will make war with them, and overcome them and kill them.” Rev 17:8, “The beast that you saw was and is not, and is about to come up out of the abyss and to go to destruction.”

5.  It is the abode of Abaddon, the angel of the underworld Rev 9:1-11.


6.  It is capable of being sealed Rev 9:1; 20:1, “And I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand.” Cf. verse 3.
“or, ‘Who shall descend into the Abyss?’”
 - is the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, used as a substantive of the person or thing comparatively near at hand in the discourse, meaning “this”, and with the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, it means “that is, that means; that is to say, this means that, or this is to imply.”  Then we have the accusative subject of the infinitive from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS, which means “Christ” and functions as the subject of the infinitive, which follows.  This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the masculine plural adjective NEKROS, meaning “from the dead.”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb ANAGW, which means “to lead or bring from a lower to a higher point, lead, bring up from the (realm of the) dead, represented as subterranean Rom 10:7; Heb 13:20, ‘Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord’.”
  In Attic Greek it also meant “to lift up or rise up.”  The Jews are saying here that the humanity of Christ still needs to come up, lift up, or rise up from the dead and lead the rest of the Old Testament believers with Him.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action of Christ rising up from the dead again in its entirety and states it as a hypothetical fact without reference to its beginning, end, or progress.


The active voice indicates that Christ must perform the action of rising up from the dead in this hypothetical scenario.

The infinitive is an infinitive of command and is translated by the word “must.”
“This means that Christ must rise up from the dead.”
Rom 10:7 corrected translation
“or, ‘Who shall descend into the Abyss?’  This means that Christ must rise up from the dead.”
Explanation:
1.  “or, ‘Who shall descend into the Abyss [a compartment of Hades]?’”

a.  Paul continues to make his point with a paraphrase from Dt 30:13 and Amos 9:2, “Though they dig into Sheol, from there will My hand take them; and though they ascend to heaven, from there will I bring them down.”


b.  Paul does not quote exactly from Dt 30:13, but  gives the principle of the passage of unavailability.  Paul changes “across the sea” to “into the Abyss.”  Paul changes the words into something more in keeping with the conclusions, which he draws from the First Advent.


c.  The Greek word ‘Hades’ and ‘Abyss’ are equivalents.  Hades delivers up its dead (unbelievers) at the Great White Throne judgment.  Old Testament believers were raised from Paradise, a compartment of Hades, to heaven with Christ’s resurrection.


d.  This is another question of the arrogant, unbelieving Jew, who has rejected Jesus Christ as Messiah and His death, burial, and resurrection.  They refuse to believe that He was true humanity, that He died, that He went to Hades to make His victorious proclamation, and to transfer the Old Testament believers with Him to heaven, when He was raised from the dead.


e.  Therefore, they contend that the Messiah still has to come to deliver those believers still in the compartment of Hades called Paradise.

2.  “This means that Christ must rise up from the dead.”

a.  The implication here is that the humanity of Christ still needs to be raised from the dead.  The Jewish unbeliever denies the reality of the resurrection of Christ.


b.  To reject the resurrection of Christ is to reject the historical fact of the First Advent.  The failure of the Jews is their failure to accept the First Advent of Christ.  This problem started with the second generation of Jews under Moses and continued until Paul’s day.


c.  By rejecting Jesus Christ as Savior, the Jews blotted out of their minds the reality of the First Advent.


d.  The Jewish unbeliever rationalizes that salvation is unavailable, since someone has to go to Hades to deliver the souls there and no one has ever done this, certainly not Jesus Christ.  Therefore, the rationalization of unavailability completely ignores the First Advent, the incarnation, the salvation ministry on the cross, and the resurrection of Christ.


e.  The rationalization of verse 6 is the unattainability of salvation, while the rationalization of verse 7 is the unavailability of salvation.


f.  The result of these rationalizations was that since the Messiah has not come, and therefore, keeping the Mosaic Law is the only way of salvation.  Therefore, the Jews depended on their human righteousness or works righteousness for salvation instead of the imputation of the righteousness of God.


g.  Rationalization leads to distortion.  Rationalization of sin leads to distortion of the spiritual life.


h.  To believe in Christ a person must accept the veracity and historicity of the First Advent.  The Jews have blotted out the First Advent as never happening throughout their history with disastrous results.


i.  Though having the greatest spiritual heritage, the Jews have entered into the greatest rationalization in history by blotting out the First Advent as unimportant.  They have rejected their own spiritual heritage of salvation by faith (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) into a system of salvation by works.


j.  It is blasphemous to imply that Christ must come back to the earth to provide salvation.  The Jews are always looking for the coming of the Messiah.  He already came.


k.  It is blasphemous to imply that Christ must die and be raised again from the dead.


l.  The Jews denied the future doctrine of the First Advent in the time of Moses, again when it actually occurred, and again in the time of Paul after it had already occurred.


m.  The perpetuation of Jewish unbelief is the most blasphemous function of human beings in human history, because the Jews have had the greatest spiritual heritage.


n.  Every unbelieving Jew rejects the incarnation, resurrection, ascension, and session of Christ every time they celebrate the Passover, because they are still looking for the First Advent of Christ.
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