Romans 10:4



- is the causal use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “Because” and gives the reason why the Jewish unbelievers have not been obedient to the righteousness of God.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun TELOS, which means “a point of time marking the end of a duration: end, termination, or cessation.”
  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, which means “of the Law” and refers to the Mosaic Law.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “Christ.”  Because of the nominative subject and predicate nominative, we have the deliberate omission of the verb EIMI= “[is]” for emphasis.  
“Because Christ [is] the termination of the Law”

 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “resulting in righteousness.”  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the adjective PAS, used as a substantive and indicating the person to whom or for whom something is done.  In this case, faith in Christ results in righteousness to each person who believes in Christ.  PAS in the singular focuses on its individual components, and should be translated each, every, or any.
  With this we have the dative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a present fact without reference to its beginning, its end, or its progress.


The active voice indicates that each individual person produces the action of deciding for himself or herself to believe in Christ and receive the righteousness of God, which is the termination of the need for the Mosaic Law.


The participle can be either circumstantial, translated “to each one who believes” or causal, “to each one because he believes.”  Both are correct exegetically, but the causal use of the participle brings out the principle more forcefully and fully.

“resulting in righteousness to each one because he believes.”

Rom 10:4 corrected translation
“Because Christ [is] the termination of the Law resulting in righteousness to each one because he believes.”
Explanation:
1.  “Because Christ [is] the termination of the Law”

a.  Paul continues by giving us the reason why the Jewish unbelievers have not been obedient to the righteousness of God.

b.  They have not been obedient to the righteousness of God because Christ is the end, the termination, or the completion and fulfillment of the Law, and these unbelievers have refused to believe in Christ.


c.  The end result of the Mosaic Law was that a Jew would believe in Christ.  The whole purpose of the ritual sacrifices was to point to the work of Christ on the cross.



(1)  Codex One and Three of the Law declared God’s righteous demands for freedom of the individuals and the nation through avoidance of sin.



(2)  By comparing the righteous demands of God with one’s own personal life, any normal thinking person would recognize their failure to live up to God’s perfect demands.



(3)  This should result in the unbeliever recognizing their failure to be qualified to have eternal life and live with God.



(4)  Codex Two then presents Jesus Christ as the Savior who takes away the sins of the world and provides the only means of salvation.



(5)  The Mosaic Law cannot solve the problems of the old sin nature and spiritual death at birth, Rom 8:2‑3.  It cannot provide a righteousness acceptable to God.  All the Law could do was point out the problem and the solution, but keeping the Law could not save anyone.


d.  This is why the Mosaic Law was said to be a servant leading us to Christ, Gal 3:24, “Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.”

e.  The perpetual application of the Mosaic Law is found in 1 Tim 1:8-11, "We know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully.  Know this fact that the Law was never made for a righteous person, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who murder their fathers and mothers, for murderers in general, for fornicators and homosexuals, for kidnappers and liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God with which gospel I have been entrusted."  The perpetual application of the Mosaic Law is to bring people to the place where they recognize the need for a savior.

f.  The pre-salvation function of the Mosaic Law is stated in Rom 3:19-20, “Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, that every mouth may be closed, and all the world may be accountable to God; because by the works of the Law no flesh shall be justified in His sight; for by the Law is the knowledge of sin.”


g.  Christ is the end of the Law because there finally came into history one human being who obeyed the Law perfectly.


h.  Therefore, the Mosaic Law does not define the Christian way of life.


i.  Faith in Jesus Christ is not only eternal life but it is the end of self-righteousness, works righteousness, and the distortion of the Mosaic Law.


j.  Jesus Christ is the end of the Law for all who believe because of His sacrifice on the cross.

2.  “resulting in righteousness to each one because he believes.”

a.  Faith in Christ results in righteousness, the righteousness of God given to the person who believes.


b.  Because we believe in Christ, the result is the righteousness of God being imputed to us at the moment of faith in Christ.


c.  The imputation of divine righteousness immediately ends the purpose of the Mosaic Law for the Church Age believer.  He has believed in Christ and received the imputation of divine righteousness.  Therefore, he no longer has any need for the Mosaic Law.


d.  The Christian life is not keeping the Law, but living the same spiritual life that our Lord lived through the power of the filling of the Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul.


e.  The perpetual application of the Mosaic Law is found in 1 Tim 1:9a, “Know this fact that the Law was never made for a righteous person.”  Who is the righteous person?  The person in the Church Age, who has believed in Christ, is the righteous person.


f.  Keeping the Law could not provide God’s righteousness to anyone.  Only faith in Christ can do this.  And once a person has believed in Christ and received the imputation of divine righteousness, the purpose of the Law has come to an end.
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