Romans 10:21



- is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, used to introduce another new character—our Lord Jesus Christ—and continue with the third witness (Moses, Isaiah, and the God of Israel) that the Jews definitely understood the gospel.  It can be translated “And, Moreover, Then, Now.”  With this we have the preposition PROS plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the masculine singular article and noun ISRAĒL, meaning “with reference to, regarding, about Israel.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its progress.

The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that Jesus Christ extends the offer of salvation to the Jews throughout their entire existence.
“Moreover with reference to Israel He says,”
- is the adverbial accusative of measure of the extent of time from the feminine singular adjective HOLOS, meaning “entire, whole” and the article and noun HĒMERA, which means “the day.”  The word day refers to both a literal day and figuratively to periods of time of more than one day.  In this case the word “day” refers to the entire period of the dispensation of Israel.  This is followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EKPETANNUMI, which means “to cause an object to extend in space (for example, by becoming straight, unfolded, or uncoiled) - ‘to stretch out, to extend, to reach out.’”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the action of our Lord offering eternal salvation to the Jews throughout the entire period of the Jewish Age into a single whole and regards it from the standpoint of its existing results.

The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produced the action throughout their history.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun CHEIR with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My hands.”
“‘I have extended My hands the entire day”
- is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of direction from the masculine singular noun LAOS, meaning “to a people” and referring to the Jews as the people of God.  Then we have the accusative masculine singular present active participle from the verb APEITHEW, which means “to disobey, to be disobedient.”  This is the ascriptive use of the participle as an adjective modifying the noun LAOS, meaning “people.”  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative masculine singular present active participle from the verb ANTILEGW, which means “speak against, contradict someone or something; oppose, refuse: a disobedient and obstinate people Rom 10:21.”

“to a disobedient and obstinate people.’”
Rom 10:21 corrected translation
“Moreover with reference to Israel He says, ‘I have extended My hands the entire day to a disobedient and obstinate people.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Moreover with reference to Israel He [Jesus Christ] says,”

a.  Paul continues with his third witness against the unbelieving Jew by continuing to quote from the next verse in Isaiah, which is a statement of the God of Israel, Jesus Christ, to the unbelieving Jews.  The Jewish law convicted a person on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  Paul gives the witness of Moses, Isaiah, and Jesus Christ against them.

b.  Our Lord quotes from Isa 65:2, “I have spread out My hands all day long to a rebellious people, who walk in the way which is not good, following their own thoughts.”  Paul quotes word for word from the Septuagint, simply inverting two phrases but using the same words.

c.  The subject of the context of Isa 65 is Jesus Christ as the God of Israel.  He is telling the unbelieving Jew how He will punish him for worshipping the pagan gods of Fortune and Destiny, and burning incense to the demon gods of the Gentiles, Isa 65:1-12.  On the other hand he also promises to provide blessing to the Gentile believer in place of the Jew, Isa 65:13ff.

d.  Note that the title “Israel” here refers to the racial Jew, but not the regenerate Jew.
2.  “‘I have extended My hands [gospel invitation] the entire day [dispensation of Israel]”

a.  Our Lord states emphatically and dogmatically that He has extended His hands to the Jew during an entire period of time.

b.  Extending the hands is the Jewish metaphor for our English phrase “to open one’s arms to someone.”


(1)  Extending the hands is the gesture of welcoming someone into your presence.  We do this today with the custom of shaking hands with someone when we meet or greet them.



(2)  Extending the hands was a sign of acceptance and restoration to good favor with someone.



(3)  Extending the hands was the offer of fellowship, friendship, and rapport with someone else.



(4)  Our Lord extended His hands by making the offer of loving the Jews so much that He would go to the cross and die spiritually on their behalf.  If anyone would believe in Him, He would give them His very own righteousness and eternal life.



(5)  What was the Jews response to this offer?  Isa 65:2ff, “I have spread out My hands all day long to a rebellious people, who continually provoke Me to My face, who say, ‘Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am holier than You!’”

c.  The entire period of time our Lord has extended His hands to the Jew is said to be “the entire day.”  This is a reference to the day of Israel.  The day of Israel began in 1441 B.C. and continued until August of 70 A.D. with the fall of Jerusalem.  The fact that the term “day” can be used for a period of greater than twenty-four hours can be seen in the phrase “the day of the Lord,” which goes from the Second Advent of Christ and extends for His entire millennial reign of one thousand years.


d.  For the entire dispensation of Israel, the Jewish unbelievers rejected Jesus Christ to His face, just as they did during the First Advent.  Not only did the Jews constantly reject Jesus Christ to His face, but they said to Him, “Mind your own business, leave us alone; for we are better than You because our righteousness is better than your righteousness.”


e.  What did our Lord do in return for this fifteen hundred years of rejection?  He went to the cross as promised.  He continued to make the offer of salvation.  He will fulfill the unconditional covenants to Israel.
3.  “to a disobedient and obstinate people.’”

a.  The Hebrew word used here is  , which is the qal active participle of the verb  , meaning “‘to be stubborn.’”  While Akkadian sararu  means “to be unstable,” or “obstinate,” the root lays stress on attitude, whereas the synonymous word marad emphasizes rebellious actions.  The root is clearly displayed in the case of the wayward and rebellious son who is publicly denounced and executed (Dt 21:18ff.).  Most often it portrays Israel’s total rebellion against God (Isa 1:23; Jer 6:28).  Indeed, the “stubborn and rebellious son” may be one who is not merely disobedient to parents, but who has rebelled likewise against their God.  In that case, the verses teach that even the parent should condemn the apostate son.  It is a rebellious generation (Ps 78:8) or heifer (Hos 4:16) which walks in its own way (Isa 65:2).  It has a stubborn shoulder (Neh 9:29), a deaf ear (Zech 7:11), and a stubborn and rebellious heart (Jer 5:23).”


b.  Notice that it took the translators of the Septuagint two Greek words to bring out the full meaning of this single Hebrew word.  The two Greeks words are two attributes of the one people (the unbelieving Jew).  The two attributes are ‘disobedience’ and ‘obstinate’.  God relates these attitudes of the Jewish unbeliever to the attitude of the child who will not obey.


(1)  Disobedience.



(a)  This is a reference to the child who continues to do whatever they want in spite of the instruction and discipline of the parent.




(b)  No matter how much God sent prophets and teachers to explain to the Jews what He wanted them to do, they kept on understanding and disobeying.




(c)  Disobedience is not a matter of misunderstanding.  It is a matter of understanding and willfully doing what you want anyway.




(d)  There is no ignorance in disobedience.  Rather there is the desire and enjoyment of deliberately doing what you know is not desired.  The Jews knew what God wanted and they didn’t care.  Instead they enjoyed doing what God did not want.




(e)  Rebellion is knowing exactly what is expected and doing the opposite out of spite, arrogance, defiance, and the pleasure we derive from seeing the authority react to our defiance.



(2)  Obstinate.




(a)  Obstinance is the stubborn willfulness to continue doing the same thing wrong again and again after knowing that it is wrong, being told to stop, and even being disciplined before for not stopping.




(b)  God told the Jews again and again to stay away for idolatry and the worship of the phallic cult.  They listened but refused to obey.  Even after being disciplined by God, they returned to the same old demon worship.  The phrase so often used in the Old Testament to describe this is that “they bowed their neck” or that they were “stiff-necked.”




(c)  The Jewish unbeliever was stubborn in their negative volition to the gospel.  They knew they were wrong, disobedient to God, and did not care.  They had refused God and were going to continue to refuse to believe in Christ no matter what God did to them.  Nothing God could do was going to make them change their mind.




(d)  This is the attitude of arrogant locked-in negative volition to God and His message of salvation.  

c.  This locked-in negative volition of the Jews continued throughout most of their dispensation.  They have blotted out the person and work of Christ from the spiritual life.

d.  Paul’s and God’s point (as well as Moses and Isaiah) is that God extended His hands in love and open acceptance to a people that deliberately rejected, defied, and spurned His offer of love, and then obstinately refused to change their mind no matter what happened to them.  They are a complete picture of the attitude of Satan toward God’s love.

e.  The Jewish problem of locked-in negative volition.


(1)  Isa 29:9‑14; Isa 65:1-2; Rom 10:20-21; and Rom 11:8‑10 describe the Jewish negative volition.  Every Jewish holocaust starts with massive Jewish negative volition.  Isaiah calls it, “a spirit of deep sleep.”  This is a combination of the locked-in negative volition, interlocking systems of arrogance, and scar tissue of soul.  Isa 29:9-14, “Be delayed and wait, Blind yourselves and be blind; They become drunk, but not with wine, They stagger, but not with strong drink.  For the Lord has poured over you a spirit of deep sleep, He has shut your eyes, the prophets; and He has covered your heads, the seers.  The entire vision will be to you like the words of a sealed book, which when they give it to the one who is literate, saying, ‘Please read this,’ he will say, ‘I cannot, for it is sealed.’  Then the book will be given to the one who is illiterate, saying, ‘Please read this.’  And he will say, ‘I cannot read.’  Then the Lord said, ‘Because this people draw near with their words and honor Me with their lip service, but they remove their hearts far from Me, and their reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by rote.  Therefore behold, I will once again deal marvelously with this people, wondrously marvelous; and the wisdom of their wise men will perish, and the discernment of their discerning men will be concealed.”



(a)  It started with rejection of Jesus Christ as savior.  The Jews rejected the Hypostatic Union.




(b)  The ‘sealed book’ is their scar tissue of the soul.  Whether smart or dumb they can’t understand their own spiritual heritage.  They learned Codex Two by memorizing it for ritualistic purposes but didn't learn the reality, the truth of the message.  They didn't accept what they learned.



(2)  Dt 6:4, SHAMA ISRAEL, ADONAI ELOHENU, ADONAI ECHAD (i.e., Hear O Israel:  Jesus Christ is God; Jesus Christ is unique)."




(a)  The Jews memorize and say this verse every Sabbath in their ritual, but they reject the doctrine behind it.




(b)  Dt 6:5-6, "And you shall love your God [Jesus Christ] with all your right lobe and with all your soul and with all your power [doctrine.]  These doctrines which I am commanding to you this day shall be in your right lobes and you shall teach them diligently to your children.”




(c)  The Jews who reject Christ as Savior can't distinguish between the prophecies of the two advents because they have a blind spot.  Rejection of the resurrected glory of Christ (as the God-man because of the victory of the First Advent) is behind every historical disaster to Israel.



(3)  In Rom 9:1‑6, Paul teaches that all worship was designed to recognize Christ's resurrection glory.


(4)  Rom 11:7‑12, “Therefore, to what conclusion are we forced?  What Israel is constantly seeking [salvation], this salvation it did not obtain, but the elect [Jewish believers] have obtained it, and the rest were hardened, just as it stands written, ‘The Lord [Jesus Christ] has given to them [unbeliever Jews] a state of mind of insensibility, Eyes for the purpose of not seeing, Ears for the purpose of not hearing; until this very day.’”  Also David says, ‘May their table [Spiritual heritage of Israel] be for a snare and for a trap, and for a stumbling block and so for a retribution to them.’  Let their eyes be darkened for the purpose of not seeing, and always cause their backs to bend.  I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they?  No of course not!  But by their defection [from their spiritual heritage and loss of client nation status] the salvation [message] belongs to the Gentiles, in order that they [Jews] may be stimulated to emulation [believing in Christ].  Now if their apostasy [becomes] the riches of the world and if their failure [became] the riches of the Gentile [and it’s true], how much more will be their fullness?”  This passage teaches that Israel looks for national deliverance from the resurrected and glorified Messiah.  The ‘a state of mind of insensibility’ shows that the Jews are alive but cannot understand what is happening to them.  They can't read the historical trends.  This explains why so many Jews are liberals.



(5)  When the number of Jewish unbelievers is too great in a particular geographical area, God administers a holocaust to that area.  The same thing occurs to Gentiles in Gentile nations.
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