Romans 10:20



- is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then.”  “In narrative discourse DE often introduces a shift or change in thought: either a new development, the introduction of a new character, a change in temporal setting, the introduction of parenthetical material, or the resumption of the main event line.” (Richard A. Young, Intermediate New Testament Greek, p. 183).  Here we have the introduction of a new character—Isaiah.  Then we have the nominative masculine singular subject from the proper name ISAIAS, which we transliterate correctly as Isaiah from the Hebrew ending AH, since the Greeks had no letter for “H”.  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb APOTOLMAW, which means “to be particularly bold or daring in what one does - ‘to be very bold, to be very daring.’”


The present tense is an aorist present, which states a present fact without reference to its progress.  This present is timeless, being always true from the time Isaiah wrote it up to the present time.  It could also be considered a retroactive progressive present.

The active voice indicates that Isaiah produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what Isaiah now says in Scripture.


The active voice indicates that Isaiah produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Then Isaiah is particularly bold and says,”
- is the first person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb EURISKW, which means “to discover intellectually through reflection, observation, examination, or investigation, find, discover,
 and in the passive voice: to be found, to be discovered.”

The aorist tense is futuristic aorist at the time Jesus spoke this to Isaiah and at the time Isaiah wrote.  It indicates an event that has not yet happened but is so certain to happen that it is depicted as though it had already happened.  At the time Paul wrote it was a historical aorist.


The passive voice indicates that Jesus Christ received the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

The preposition EN is found in several ancient manuscripts, but is missing in several others.  Since it is missing in the LXX, and Paul was very consistent in quoting from the LXX, and because the scribes had a tendency to add words to smooth out the grammar and to ensure the exact meaning was not lost, it was probably added to several of the texts for clarity.  However, whether it is included or not does not change the meaning.  Next we have the instrumental of agency from the masculine plural article used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “by those who.”  With this we have the negative adverb MĒ and the instrumental of agency from the masculine plural present active participle from the verb ZĒTEW, which means “to not seek, to not look for (someone or something).” 


The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on at the time or what would be going on at the time of the fulfillment of this prophecy.

The active voice indicates that the Gentiles produced the action of not seeking the Lord Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.

“‘I was found by those who were not looking for Me,”
- is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective EMPHANĒS, which means “capable of being seen, visible: become visible to someone Acts 10:40 of the resurrected Lord; being known, known, I have made myself known (i.e. revealed myself).”
  With this we have the first person singular aorist deponent indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become” and takes the predicate nominative as its object.

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist at the time of the prophecy and a historical aorist at the time of its fulfillment.  In both cases it states a fact.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning Jesus Christ producing the action.


The indicative mood is a dogmatic statement of fact, whether about the future or about the past.

Next we have the instrumental of agency from the masculine plural article used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “by those who.”  With this we have the negative adverb MĒ and the instrumental of agency from the masculine plural present active participle from the verb EPERWTAW, which means “to not ask about.”  “The usage of the word approaches the meaning in the LXX: to inquire after God, i.e. after the thought, purpose, or will of God.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on at the time of the fulfillment of this prophecy.


The active voice indicates that the Gentiles produced the action of not inquiring about the will, plan, or purpose of God, and certainly not inquiring about the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.
“I became known to those who did not ask about Me.’”
Rom 10:20 corrected translation
“Then Isaiah is particularly bold and says, ‘I [Jesus Christ] was found by those who were not looking for Me, I became known to those who did not ask about Me.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Then Isaiah is particularly bold and says,”

a.  Paul introduces Isaiah as his second witness.  This is a quote from the Hebrew text of Isa 65:1, but uses a few of the words of the LXX, “I permitted Myself to be sought by those who did not ask for Me; I permitted Myself to be found by those who did not seek Me. I said, ‘Here am I, here am I,’ to a nation which did not call on My name.”

b.  Paul’s point in quoting Isaiah is twofold.



(1)  No Jew ever questioned Isaiah as a prophet.  He was always recognized as one of the greatest prophets of Israel because he was the prophet of the Messiah (Isa 53).  When Isaiah said something was going to happen, it happened!  So Paul quotes Isaiah here to show his audience that Isaiah himself said the Gentiles would become positive to the gospel and seek after Jesus Christ as their God, whereas the Jews rejected and ignored Jesus Christ.



(2)  Paul also quotes Isaiah because he is so bold as to openly declare to the Jews that the Gentiles would turn to Jesus Christ and believe in Him, even though He did not come to the Gentiles, but came to the Jews.  The Gentiles had no spiritual heritage with Jesus Christ, but the Jews did.  However, when our Lord finally came to the Jews, they rejected their heritage and the person of Jesus Christ as well as His work on the cross on their behalf, while the Gentiles immediately began believing in Him as the news of who and what He was and had done was spread by a Jewish Roman citizen named Paul.
2.  “‘I [Jesus Christ] was found by those [Gentiles] who were not looking for Me,”

a.  The subject of the prophecy is Jesus Christ.  The Lord tells Isaiah what will happen, and Isaiah then quotes Him.  The prophecy is fulfilled during and after the First Advent by the Gentile believers of the Roman Empire.

b.  The Gentiles were not seeking or looking for Jesus Christ as their savior because they were so involved in their pagan religion that they could care less about the person and work of Christ.  But the fact that God came to earth and became a man and proved it by rising from the dead could not be ignored.  The resurrection of Christ got their attention.


c.  The Gentiles were not seeking salvation.  They didn’t know there was a salvation being offered by God.  But when Paul came with the message of responsibility for personal sin and the fact that God had done something about it on the cross, it was the greatest possible news to the Gentiles.


d.  What the Jews knew to be true, but rejected and ignored, the Gentiles found by accident and rejoiced.


e.  The Jews searched the Scriptures diligently and watched and waited fervently for the Messiah.  Then when He came, they rejected Him.  On the other hand, the Gentiles ignored the word of God and thought nothing of the Messiah, but when He came, they found Him and believed through the Holy Spirit’s ministry of common and efficacious grace.

f.  What the Jews longed for, they rejected.  What the Gentiles could care less about, they embraced wholeheartedly.


f.  The Jews stumbled over salvation by faith in Christ.  The Gentiles stumbled into salvation by faith in Christ.


g.  God’s grace often comes to us when we are not looking for it, not striving after it, not seeking to attain it.

3.  “I became known [common grace] to those [Gentiles] who did not ask about Me.’”

a.  Jesus Christ became known or was revealed to the Gentiles through the agency of missionaries and evangelists who took the message of salvation to them.  The Gentiles didn’t go on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem or Antioch or Egypt or Ephesus to find out about Christ.  God sent the messengers to them.  Application: you don’t build a church and then expect everyone to come just because the building is standing there.  You take the message to those who are not looking for it.  The believer is responsible to go to the unbeliever with the good news.


b.  Once the missionaries arrived at a new location, they proclaimed the message of salvation and let God the Holy Spirit do the rest.  What the Holy Spirit does for the unbeliever is called the ministry of common grace.


(1)  Real spiritual death is the condition of all mankind at the moment of physical birth when God imputes to each one of us Adam's original sin.  Being born spiritually dead means we have spiritual brain death, meaning that we cannot understand anything related to the spiritual life or to Bible doctrine, including the Gospel.


(2)  Because all mankind is in the status of spiritual death, the work of salvation must be the work of God on behalf of each one of us.  That work begins with dealing with our spiritual brain death.  God the Holy Spirit performs several functions for the spiritually dead human race.




(a)  His first ministry is the pre-salvation clarification of the Gospel, classified theologically as the doctrine of common grace.  The Holy Spirit makes the message of the gospel a reality in the mind of the unbeliever.



(b)  Where there is positive response, God the Holy Spirit then takes the faith of the spiritually dead unbeliever and makes it effective for salvation, the doctrine of efficacious grace.


(3)  These two enabling ministries of the Holy Spirit in evangelism may be compared to breathing.




(a)  In the inhale, the unbeliever in a state of spiritual death listens to the Gospel, which is made perspicuous for him by God the Holy Spirit.




(b)  In the exhale, the spiritually dead person believes in Christ, whose faith is made effectual for salvation through the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.




(c)  Note that in efficacious grace, God the Holy Spirit only makes faith effective for salvation; He does not make any system of human works effective.  The works of the spiritually dead person are dead works.  Dead works depend upon the power and ability of the spiritually dead person, who is characterized by total depravity, total separation, and total helplessness.


(4)  The volition of the unbeliever, who in spiritual brain death cannot comprehend the Gospel but makes a decision to listen, is a totally non-meritorious decision which is compatible with grace.  He cannot comprehend the Gospel, but the Holy Spirit makes it understandable.  When the unbeliever responds to the Gospel, he exhales faith in Christ.  Though that faith is ineffective, coming from a spiritually dead person, it is made effective by the Holy Spirit.  This is the ministry of efficacious grace.


(5)  Therefore, there are three grace functions of divine sovereignty in evangelism.




(a)  The ministry of God the Holy Spirit in making the Gospel understandable, lucid, comprehensible, and perspicuous.




(b)  The invitation of God the Father and God the Son to believe in Jesus Christ, classified as the divine call.  The divine call is understanding the Gospel in the mind.




(c)  The omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit in making faith in Jesus Christ effective for eternal salvation.  The spiritually dead person can listen to the Gospel and believe in Jesus Christ.  But these decisions are powerless to provide salvation apart from the work of God the Holy Spirit in regeneration of the human spirit and the imputation of eternal life to that human spirit.

c.  The Gentiles did not inquire about God, did not ask the Jews about God, and were not really interested in God.  But God sought them out and found them with the message of eternal salvation that the Jews stubbornly and antagonistically refused to believe.
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