Romans 10:14



- is the adversative use of the inferential postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “But, However.”  OUN is also used this way in Jn 9:18; Acts 23:21, 25:4, 28:5 (and see Dana and Mantey, p. 256f.  With this we have the interrogative adverb PWS, meaning “In what way?  How?”  Then we have the third person plural aorist middle subjunctive from the verb EPIKALEW, which means “to call upon” in the sense of calling upon God for help.

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and regards it as an event that has not yet happened but is so certain to happen that it is depicted as though it had already happened.

The middle voice is an intensive middle, which lays stress of the person performing the action as being intimately involved in the action.


The subjunctive mood is a deliberative subjunctive, which is used in questions that deal with what is potential or possible and is designed to get the audience to think about what is being said.

The direct object is not stated but implied as our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction toward which the action of the verb takes place without reference to bodily motion.  With this we have the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “in whom” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the negative OUK, meaning “not” with the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety but regards it from the standpoint of its results.

The active voice with the negative indicates that these people produce the action of not believing in Christ.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for the reality that these people have not believed in Christ.
“But how shall they call on [the Lord Jesus Christ] in Whom they have not believed?”

- is the interrogative adverb PWS, meaning “In what way?  How?” with the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Furthermore.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and regards it as an event that has not yet happened but is so certain to happen that it is depicted as though it had already happened.

The active voice indicates that these unbelievers produce the action of not believing.


The subjunctive mood is a deliberative subjunctive, which is used in questions that deal with what is potential or possible and is designed to get the audience to think about what is being said.

This is followed by the objective genitive from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “in whom” and referring to Jesus Christ.  Then we have the negative OUK, meaning “not” and the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety but regards it from the standpoint of its results.


The active voice with the negative indicates that these people produce the action of not having heard about Christ.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for the reality that these people have not yet been evangelized Christ.

“Furthermore, how shall they believe in [Christ] Whom they have not heard?”

- is the interrogative adverb PWS, meaning “In what way?  How?” with the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Furthermore.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and regards it as an event that has not yet happened but is so certain to happen that it is depicted as though it had already happened.

The active voice indicates that these unbelievers produce the action of not hearing.


The subjunctive mood is a deliberative subjunctive, which is used in questions that deal with what is potential or possible and is designed to get the audience to think about what is being said.

This is followed by the adverbial preposition CHWRIS, meaning “apart from or without” plus the ablative masculine singular present active participle from the verb KĒRUSSW, which means “to make a public proclamation, announcement.”  The participle is used as a substantive and should be translated “a public herald.”
“Furthermore, how shall they hear without a public herald?”

Rom 10:14 corrected translation
“But how shall they call on [the Lord Jesus Christ] in Whom they have not believed? Furthermore, how shall they believe in [Christ] Whom they have not heard?  Furthermore, how shall they hear without a public herald?”
Explanation:
1.  “But how shall they call on [the Lord Jesus Christ] in Whom they have not believed?”

a.  Paul has just proven from Scripture that whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.  Now he introduces a series of three questions to get his audience to think about how this takes place.

b.  The first question lays the responsibility for eternal salvation at the feet of the unbeliever.  Each human being is personally responsible for their own attitude toward Christ.  They either believe that He was the Son of God who came to earth as a true human being and died spiritually on the cross as a substitute for them, died physically and was raised from the dead, or they don’t believe it.  There is no in-between position.  A person either believes or does not believe.

c.  Calling upon a deity was the function in the ancient world of going into the pagan temple and asking the deity (false god) to do something for you.  The person who did this believed in the power and ability of that “deity” to do something for them.  Worship was giving thanks to the pagan deity for what they had done for you.  You couldn’t get the “deity” to do anything for you unless you believed in that “deity.”


d.  As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we called upon the Lord Jesus Christ to save us when we declared to God the Father that we believed in Christ.  If a person does not believe in Christ, then they have never asked God the Father to save them from the state of sinfulness and separation from God through the person of Jesus Christ.

e.  This indicates that relationship with Jesus Christ is the only way to have a relationship with God the Father.


f.  Believing in Christ is our calling upon God the Father to save us from our eternal condemnation.
2.  “Furthermore, how shall they believe in [Christ] Whom they have not heard?”

a.  Paul continues with a second question that is logically built upon the first question.  It is logically impossible for a person to believe in Christ, if they have never heard about him.

b.  God cannot and will not hold an unbeliever accountable for not believing, if they have never heard about Christ.  But this is qualified by two critical points.



(1)  God is not obligated to present the gospel to any unbeliever who is not interested in having a relationship with God.  Therefore, at the point of God consciousness or awareness of the existence of God, if the unbeliever does not want a relation ship with God, then God is not obligated to provide the gospel information necessary for the unbeliever to believe.



(2)  There has never existed in the history of the world a person who has wanted to have a relationship with God that God has not provided the information about Himself to that person.  The message of eternal salvation through faith in Christ has always been available to every generation of mankind in every part of the world to anyone who was positive at God consciousness.


c.  In spite of negative volition at God consciousness, the grace of God still clearly presents the gospel to people all over the world and He has always done so.

d.  It is true that people cannot believe in Christ if they have not heard the gospel, but the fact is that they have heard the gospel.  The gospel has never been a secret and has always been available to every person on earth.


e.  The justice of God will not let a single person on earth die without hearing the gospel, if that person wants to have a relationship with God.

3.  “Furthermore, how shall they hear without a public herald [missionary, evangelist]?”

a.  Paul continues with a third question that is logically built upon the previous question.  It is logically impossible for a person to hear the gospel unless someone proclaims it publicly.


b.  But God has provided a multitude of public heralds to proclaim the gospel.  Every member of the royal family is a public herald of the message of salvation through faith in Christ.


d.  In addition to every believer, there are also men with special spiritual gifts to proclaim the gospel throughout the world.  The apostles were the first group in the Church Age to do this, and the message spread like wildfire throughout the world.


e.  So the answer to Paul’s question is: in spite of the fact that a person cannot hear without a missionary or evangelist, there are plenty of missionaries and evangelists.  Therefore, since there are plenty of missionaries and evangelists, everyone is getting an equal opportunity to hear about Christ.


f.  Since everyone is getting an equal opportunity to hear about Christ, everyone has an equal opportunity to believe in Christ and have eternal salvation.


g.  Therefore, everyone or anyone who calls upon the name of the Lord or believes in Christ will be saved, and there is no partiality with God.
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