Romans 10:10



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For, For example; For instance; that is.”  With this we have the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun KARDIA, which means “with the heart,” which refers to the right lobe of the soul where spiritual phenomena is believed and applied to the experiences of life.  Then we have the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “it is believed.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a fact that occurs in a moment of time in every generation of human history.  There have been, are, and will always be people who believe in Christ as long as human history continues.


The passive voice indicates that the message of eternal salvation receives the action of being believed by the person who believes in Christ.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality of what happens.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “resulting in righteousness” and referring to the imputation of divine righteousness at salvation.

“For with the heart, it is believed resulting in righteousness,”
 - is the mild adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “but or however” followed by the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular noun STOMA, meaning “with the mouth.”  Then we have the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb HOMOLOGEW, which means “to name, cite, confess, acknowledge, claim, or profess.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a fact that can occur at any given time in human history.


The passive voice indicates that the message of eternal salvation receives the action of being acknowledged by the person who believes in Christ.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of cause from the feminine singular noun SWTĒRIA, which means “because of salvation.”  The adversative use of DE makes this use of the preposition EIS contrast with the previous use of EIS, so that they are not the same.  The first indicates result, the second indicates reason.

“however with the mouth, it is acknowledged because of salvation.”
Rom 10:10 corrected translation
“For with the heart, it is believed resulting in righteousness, however with the mouth, it is acknowledged because of salvation.”

Explanation:

1.  “For with the heart, it is believed resulting in [imputed] righteousness,”

a.  Rom 10:10 gives the chronological order of salvation.  Paul now restates the concept in its chronological order.  First comes faith in Christ, then its acknowledgement to God in thought or words. The order is now reversed to give the true sequence of cause and effect.


b.  The function of the heart or right lobe in believing is a non‑meritorious type of thinking.  In faith, the object has the merit, not the subject.  The imputation of God’s righteousness occurs as a result of believing in Jesus Christ.  It is one of the forty things God does for us at the moment of salvation.


c.  Faith comes from the heart, which is not an emotion or commitment, but a mental process related to the ministry of God the Holy Spirit in common and efficacious grace.  Faith or believing in Christ is always a non‑meritorious function of the mentality of the soul.

d.  This passage was specifically addressed to the Jews who were trying to be saved by keeping the Law.  Paul’s point was that faith in Christ and eternal salvation is nearer than the Mosaic Law.


e.  The Greek verb HOMOLOGEW is always used in a non‑meritorious way.  It is used for salvation and for confession of sins to God.  HOMOLOGEW is used for the mechanics of salvation in Rom 10:9‑10, where you acknowledge to God the Father that you have believed in Christ.


f.  HOMOLOGEW is used in 1 Jn 1:9 for acknowledging your sins to God.  “Confession” (HOMOLOGEW) is always directed toward God.  It is God the Father who actually imputed our sins to Christ on the cross and judged them.  So when we believe in Christ, we express that faith to God the Father who judged our sins.  When we commit sins after salvation, we simply acknowledge those sins to God the Father, who already judged them.  That’s why He’s faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  We confess our sins to God because He is the one who already judged them, and therefore He forgives us.  For the same reason, we confess our faith in Jesus Christ to God the Father.


g.  Paul’s point in context is that the Jews cannot be saved by keeping the Law, but by faith in Jesus Christ.  Salvation is not in heaven; therefore, it is not unattainable.  Salvation is not across the sea or in Hades; therefore, it is not unavailable.  Salvation is not by keeping the Mosaic Law, but by personal faith in our Lord.


h.  Therefore, salvation is closer to the Jews than the Mosaic Law.  This is because the body of the Jew, represented by his mouth, and the mentality of the Jew, represented by his right lobe, are closer to him than the Law.  Therefore, the Jew does not have to go to the Law for salvation, but to something much closer: his right lobe where he can think in terms of faith, and his mouth where he expresses that faith.

2.  “however with the mouth, it is acknowledged because of salvation.”

a.  Many misinterpret Rom 10:10 by saying that unless you acknowledge openly your faith in Christ, you aren’t really saved.  But the passage really says “with the mouth it [faith in Christ] is acknowledged because of salvation.”  Acknowledge of faith in Christ with the mouth is not the means of salvation, it is the result of having already believed.  The mild adversative use of the conjunction DE is the key to interpretation here.  A mild contrast is set up between what occurs at salvation and what occurs after salvation.


b.  This acknowledgment can be made in the privacy of one’s soul (the first half of the verse).  The use of the mouth simply portrays the act of prayer to God the Father acknowledging faith in Christ or the acknowledgement to others that you have already believed in Christ (the second half of the verse).


c.  This act can be silent or not; it can be in the presence of others or not.  God does not make our salvation conditional on our verbal testimony of our belief to others.


d.  The mouth’s confession of Jesus Christ as Jehovah or Lord refers simply to the enunciation of words.  This is compatible with Eph 2:8‑9 and with Jn 3:15-16, 18, and 36.


e.  Public announcement of our faith in Christ to people is not a requirement for salvation.  Do not confuse means and result, cause and effect.

f.  The Sequel: The Metaphor of Faith, Rom 10:11‑13, “For the Scripture says [Isa 28:16], ‘Everyone who believes in Him will not be disappointed [ashamed].’  For there is no distinction between Jew and Gentile; for He, the Lord of all, abounds in wealth for all who will call upon Him; for [Joel 2:32] ‘Everyone who will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.’”  ‘Calling upon Him’ is a metaphor for faith, since all metaphors for faith are non‑meritorious.  Other metaphors for faith are eating, drinking, walking through a door, following as sheep.

g.  As believers, the Jews will fulfill Rom 10:9‑10.  Salvation is closer to the Jew than the Mosaic Law.  Salvation is closer to us than any system of works that we have used to try and gain eternal life.
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