Romans 1:6




- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “among whom” and referring back to the prepositional phrase “among the Gentiles” in the previous verse, which is also in the neuter plural.  Then we have the present active indicative second person plural from the verb EIMI, meaning “you are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the Gentile believers of the Roman Empire produce the action of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”
“among whom [the nations] you are also”
 - is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective KLĒTOS, which means “called, invited to a meal, and is used figuratively for invitation to the kingdom of God Mt 22:14.  It is also used without the figure consciously in the background saints who are called (by God) Rom 1:7; 1 Cor 1:2.”
  As a substantive this should be translated “the called ones” or “the invited ones.”  The genitive masculine singular of the proper names IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS has been regarded as both a subjective genitive, which would be translated “called by Jesus Christ” where the nouns in the genitive produce the action implied in the noun of action KLĒTOS, and as a possessive genitive, which would be translated “belonging to or of Jesus Christ.”  The latter meaning is correct here.  As John Murray says on page 14 of his commentary The New International Commentary on the New Testament: the Epistle to the Romans, 1968, “It is not probable that “called of Jesus Christ” indicates that Jesus Christ is…the author of the call.  For uniformly God the Father is represented as the author (compare Rom 8:30; 11:29; 1 Cor 1:9; 2 Tim 1:9.  They are the called of Jesus Christ in the sense of belonging to Christ inasmuch as they are called by the Father into the fellowship of his Son.”
“the called ones of Jesus Christ,”
Rom 1:6 corrected translation
“among whom [the nations] you are also the called ones of Jesus Christ,”
Explanation:
1.  “among whom [the nations]) you are also”

a.  The Roman believers were among the other believers of the other nations of the earth.  They were also among the nations of Gentile believers of the earth.


b.  They were just as much a part of the family of Gentile nations that believed in Christ as in any other part of the Roman Empire.  They were not inferior to the Corinthians as a group of believers, even though Paul went to the Greeks first and wrote letters to them first.


c.  This also indicates that the group of believers to whom Paul writes was primarily Gentile Christians.  However, being a Gentile or Jew was no longer an issue, since both are now equal in Christ.

2.  “the called ones of Jesus Christ,”

a.  “‘The called ones’ is a technical term that refers to the fact that all Church Age believers have received a special invitation to believe in Christ, which they have accepted, and therefore, God the Holy Spirit has placed us in union with Christ and made us spiritual royalty.


b.  Being “called ones of Jesus Christ” is equivalent to being members of the royal family of God and being in union with Christ.  This occurs through one of the seven ministries of God the Holy Spirit at salvation called the baptism of the Spirit.


c.  We belong to Jesus Christ.  He owns us as His slaves because He paid for us by His work on the cross.  We were in the slave market of sin and He purchased us through His spiritual death on the cross of bearing our sins and being judged as a substitute for us.


d.   As a result of what Jesus Christ did for us on the cross, God the Father has extended the invitation for every person on earth to believe in Christ for eternal salvation.


e.  Those who accept this invitation and do believe in Christ are given the title of “the elect” of God, Rom 8:33, “Who will bring a charge against God’s elect?  God is the one who justifies.”

f.  The “called ones” are the KLĒTOS.  The “elect” are the EKKLĒTOS or “the ones who have been called out.”

g.  As the elect of God or the called ones, we have been selected by God for special privilege and opportunity to love Him and be blessed by Him.


h.  God called us to believe in His Son and then made our faith effective for salvation.  In addition He has chosen, elected, or selected us (the believers of the Church Age) to demonstrate our personal love for God far more than any other group of human beings in all of human history.  This is why we are made the bride of Christ, because the bride loves the groom more than anyone else on earth.


i.  God has also called us to receive special blessings for time and eternity from Him that are not available to any other group of believers in human history.  These blessings are safely on deposit with our Lord Jesus Christ and He is patiently waiting to pour them out on us at the point when we reach spiritual maturity and after the exit resurrection of the Church.


j.  God has also called us to be spiritual royalty, which gives us the privilege and advantage of being a kingdom of priests to God and ambassadors for Christ.


k.  All of these things belonged to the Roman believers just as much as they did to any of the other believers in the Roman Empire, and Paul wanted to make sure that the Roman believers understood this, and that they understood that he himself believed it about them.
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