Romans 1:23




- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact” plus the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb ALLASSW, which means “they exchanged.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the actions of idolatry of the unbelievers into a single whole and regards them as a fact without reference to their progress.


The active voice indicates that unbelievers produced the action of committing idolatry.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA, which means “the glory.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular adjective APHTHARTOS, which means “of the incorruptible” and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”
“In fact they exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God”
- is the preposition EN plus the dative of indirect object from the neuter singular noun HOMOIWMA, which means “for a likeness, an image, copy.”  This is followed by the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun EIKWN, which means “of the form, appearance.”  Then we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular adjective PHTHARTOS, which means “perishable, subject to decay or destruction, of persons mortal.”
  With this we have the genitive masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “man.”
“for an image of the form of perishable man”
 - is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the descriptive genitive from the neuter plural adjective PETEINOS, which means “birds,” followed by KAI again, meaning “and” plus the descriptive genitive from the neuter plural adjective TETRAPOUS, meaning “quadrupeds,”
 with another connective KAI and the genitive neuter plural noun HERPETON, meaning “reptiles.”
“and birds and quadrupeds and reptiles.”
Rom 1:23 corrected translation
“In fact they exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image of the form of perishable man and birds and quadrupeds and reptiles.”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact they exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God”

a.  Paul introduces a fact that is simply astounding to him.  The unbeliever has the chance of sharing and participating in the glorification of God.  Yet he exchanges this opportunity for the worship of idols and images of his own creation.


b.  The glory of God is the manifestation of all that He is.


c.  The glory of God is incorruptible.  It cannot be destroyed, changed, improved, degraded, diminished, or lost.


d.  The glory of God is demonstrated in all that He does for His creation, including every creature that has ever lived.


e.  The glory of God is shared with those who believe in Christ by the imputation of divine righteousness and eternal life.


f.  The glory of God will be demonstrated for all believers in eternity by the resurrection body and the eternal state.


g.  The unbeliever gives up everything that God does for him.  He rejects it all by rejecting the love of God.


h.  The love of God is His glory.  By rejecting the love of God the unbeliever rejects the glory of God.


i.  The unbeliever does not care about God’s love for him, and therefore, does not glorify God by believing in Christ nor share in the glory of God for all eternity.


j.  The glory of God is mentioned in Scripture.



(1)  Ps 19:1, “The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.”


(2)  Jn 11:4, “But when Jesus heard this He said, ‘This sickness is not to end in death, but for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified by it.’”


(3)  Jn 11:40, “Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not say to you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?’”


(4)  Acts 7:55, “But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, that is Jesus standing at the right hand of God;”


(5)  Rom 3:23, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”


(6)  Rom 5:2, “Through Whom also we have obtained that access by means of faith into the grace in which we stand; and so let us boast [glory] in hope, the glory of the God.”


(7)  Rom 15:7, “Therefore, be receiving one another of the same kind, even as Christ has received us for the purpose of the glory of God.”


(8)  1 Cor 10:31, “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”


(9)  1 Cor 11:7, “For a man ought not to have his head covered, since he is the image and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of man.”


(10)  2 Cor 1:20, “Because the ‘Yes’ [are] the so many great promises of God in Him.  For this reason also through the agency of Him the Amen [is said] to God for the purpose of glory through us.”


(11)  2 Cor 4:6, “Because God [Holy Spirit] who said, “Light shine forth out of darkness, [is] the One who shines forth in our hearts for the purpose of the illumination of the knowledge of the glory of God [the Father] because of the person of Jesus Christ.”


(12)  2 Cor 4:15, “For all things [are] for your benefit, in order that the grace which is present in abundance because of the many might cause gratitude to abound resulting in the glory of God.”


(13)  Phil 2:11, “and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”


(14)  Rev 21:23, “And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.”
2.  “for an image of the form of perishable man and birds and quadrupeds and reptiles.”

a.  For what does the unbeliever exchange his faith in Christ?  He exchanges it for faith in and the worship of idols in the form of men and various animals.


b.  The Egyptians worshipped the snake (a reptile).


c.  The Jews worshipped a golden calf (a quadruped).



(1)  Ps 106:19-20, “They made a calf in Horeb and worshiped a molten image. Thus they exchanged their glory for the image of an ox that eats grass.”


(2)  They were warned against doing this, Dt 4:16-18, “so that you do not act corruptly and make a graven image for yourselves in the form of any figure, the likeness of male or female, the likeness of any animal that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged bird that flies in the sky, the likeness of anything that creeps on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the water below the earth.”  Deut 4:23, “So watch yourselves, that you do not forget the covenant of the Lord your God which He made with you, and make for yourselves a graven image in the form of anything against which the Lord your God has commanded you.”


(3)  They again entered into idolatry in Jeremiah’s day, Jer 2:11, “Has a nation changed gods when they were not gods?  But My people have changed their glory for that which does not profit.”

d.  Acts 17:29, “Being then the children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man.”
See the Doctrine of Idolatry from R. B. Thieme, Jr. Bible Ministries.
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