Romans 1:2




- is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring back to the neuter singular noun EUAGGELION in the previous verse, meaning “which gospel.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist middle indicative from the verb PROEPAGGELLW, which means “to promise previously or beforehand.”  For example, “the bountiful gift which was previously promised,” 2 Cor 9:5.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which states the action as a fact in the past without reference to its progress.


The middle voice is a reflexive middle, which represents the subject as acting directly upon Himself to perform the action.  God the Father produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“which [gospel] He himself previously promised”
- is the preposition DIA plus the ablative agency from the masculine plural article and noun PROPHĒTĒS, which means “through His prophets.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, meaning “His.”
“through His prophets”
 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural noun GRAPHĒ with the adjective HAGIOS, meaning “in the Holy writings.”  We use the word Scriptures, but Paul and those of his day would have understood the word GRAPHĒ as meaning “writings.”
“in the Holy writings”
Rom 1:2 corrected translation
“which He himself previously promised through His prophets in the Holy writings”
Explanation:
1.  “which [gospel] He himself previously promised”

a.  The sentence goes right on and there never should have been a verse break here.


b.  The subject of this clause is God the Father because of the phrase “because of His Son” coming up in the next verse.  He made a promise in eternity past to provide eternal salvation for mankind.


c.  Then God the Father made a promise to mankind in time that He would provide eternal salvation.  This promise appears throughout the Old Testament Scriptures.


d.  When God makes a promise, He keeps His promise.  This is a function of the integrity and honor of God.


e.  God is only as good as His word.  He is only as good as the promises He keeps.


f.  Since God is absolute good, His word and His promises are absolutely perfect.


g.  God has never made a promise He has not kept, nor has He ever declared something that was not true.


h.  God the Father made this promise Himself.  He did this in His own interest and for His own benefit.  The benefit overflows to us in eternal salvation.


i.  The Old Testament Scriptures that declare this promise are as follows:



(1)  Gen 3:15, “In addition I will appoint (direct) hostility between you and between the woman and between your offspring and between her offspring.  He (the Lord Jesus Christ) will crush you (Satan) on the head (at the cross) but you will crush Him on the heel (at the cross).”


(2)  Gen 49:18, “For Your salvation I wait, O Lord.”


(3)  Ex 15:2, “The Lord is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise Him; my father’s God, and I will extol Him.”


(4)  1 Sam 2:1, “Then Hannah prayed and said, “My heart exults in the Lord; my horn is exalted in the Lord, my mouth speaks boldly against my enemies, because I rejoice in Your salvation.”


(5)  2 Sam 22:3, “My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge; my savior, You save me from violence.”


(6)  2 Sam 22:47, “The Lord lives, and blessed be my rock; and exalted be God, the rock of my salvation,”


(7)  1 Chr 16:35, “Then say, “Save us, O God of our salvation, and gather us and deliver us from the nations, to give thanks to Your holy name, and glory in Your praise.”


(8)  2 Chr 6:41, “Now therefore arise, O Lord God, to Your resting place, You and the ark of Your might; let Your priests, O Lord God, be clothed with salvation and let Your godly ones rejoice in what is good.”


(9)  Job 13:16, “This also will be my salvation; for a godless man may not come before His presence.”


(10)  Ps 3:8, “Salvation belongs to the Lord; Your blessing be upon Your people! Selah.”


(11)  Ps 13:5, “But I have trusted in Your lovingkindness; My heart shall rejoice in Your salvation.”


(12)  Ps 25:5, “Lead me in Your truth and teach me; for You are the God of my salvation; for You I wait all the day.”


(13)  Ps 40:16, “Let all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You; let those who love Your salvation say continually, ‘The Lord be magnified!’”


(14)  Ps 62:1, “My soul waits in silence for God only; from Him is my salvation.”


(15)  Ps 67:2, “That Your way may be known on the earth, Your salvation among all nations.”


(16)  Ps 78:22, “Because they did not believe in God and did not trust in His salvation.”


(17)  Ps 85:9, “Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, that glory may dwell in our land.”


(18)  Ps 118:14, “The Lord is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation.”


(19)  Isa 12:2, “Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; for the Lord God is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation.”


(20)  Isa 45:17, “Israel has been saved by the Lord with an everlasting salvation; You will not be put to shame or humiliated to all eternity.”


(21)  Isa 46:13, “I bring near My righteousness, it is not far off; and My salvation will not delay.  And I will grant salvation in Zion, and My glory for Israel.”


(22)  Isa 49:6, “He says, ‘It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations so that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”


(23)  Isa 51:6, “Lift up your eyes to the sky, then look to the earth beneath; for the sky will vanish like smoke, and the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants will die in like manner; but My salvation will be forever, and My righteousness will not wane.”


(24)  Isa 51:8, “For the moth will eat them like a garment, and the grub will eat them like wool.  But My righteousness will be forever, and My salvation to all generations.”


(25)  Isa 52:7, “How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, Who announces peace and brings good news of happiness, Who announces salvation, and says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns!’”


(26)  Jer 3:23, “Surely, the hills are a deception, a tumult on the mountains.  Surely in the Lord our God is the salvation of Israel.”


(27)  Lam 3:26, “It is good that he waits silently for the salvation of the Lord.”


(28)  Jon 2:9, “But I will sacrifice to You with the voice of thanksgiving. That which I have vowed I will pay.  Salvation is from the Lord.”


(29)  Micah 7:7, “But as for me, I will watch expectantly for the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation.  My God will hear me.”


(30)  Hab 3:18, “Yet I will exult in the Lord, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation.”


(31)  Zech 9:9, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem!  Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, humble, and mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
2.  “through His prophets”

a.  As we see from the list of passages above, God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ declared this promise through His prophets.


b.  The only true prophets are those that belong to God.  They are called “His prophets.”

c.  Satan has false messiahs and false prophets both in the Church Age and in the Tribulation.



(1)  Acts 13:6, “When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they found a magician, a Jewish false prophet whose name was Bar-Jesus,”


(2)  Rev 16:13, “And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs;”  cf. also Rev 19:20; 20:10.



(3)  Mt 7:15, “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.”


(4)  Mt 24:11, “Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many.”


(5)  Mt 24:24, ““For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.” Cf. Mk 13:22.



(6)  Lk 6:26, “Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for their fathers used to treat the false prophets in the same way.”


(7)  2 Pet 2:1, “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.”


(8)  1 Jn 4:1, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”

d.  A true prophet can always be easily distinguished from a false prophet.  The test is the message of the gospel.  Those who say that salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone are true prophets.  Those who add anything to this message or who distort this message in any way are false prophets.


e.  The Lord Jesus Christ declares His message of eternal salvation to mankind through His very own true prophets.  The message of those prophets has been the same in every period of human history: believe on/in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.


f.  Man is the instrument but not the author of the Word of God, 2 Pet 1:20-21, “Knowing this first, that all Scripture does not originate from one’s own explanation; for no prophecy was ever made by the design [will or purpose] of mankind, but men communicated from God, being carried along by means of the Holy Spirit.”

g.  The Writers of Scripture and the Formation of the Canon.



(1)  The Old Testament writers were all prophets.  There were three categories of prophets.




(a)  The unique prophet, Moses.  He wrote the first five books of the Old Testament, called the TORAH.  He was unique because he had both the gift and office of prophet.  Moses received all his information by dialogue directly from God.




(b)  Those with the office of prophet, who wrote the books called the NEBI’IM. These men include Joshua, Samuel (Judges and Samuel), Nathan and Gad (parts of Samuel, Kings, Chronicles), Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the twelve minor prophets: Hosea, Habakkuk, Zechariah, Malachi, Amos, Joel, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah, and Haggai.




(c)  Those with the gift but not the office of prophecy (they did something else by profession), wrote the KETHUBIM, which means the writings.  They include David, Solomon, Job, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, and Chronicles.



(2)  Every extant book of an acknowledged messenger of the Lord who was commissioned by God to make known His will was accepted immediately as the Word of God in the formation of the Old Testament Canon.



(3)  The formation of the Old Testament was closed in the reign of Artaxerxes Longimanus I (465‑425 B.C.).  Ezra came to Jerusalem in the seventh year of Artaxerxes I; Nehemiah came in the twentieth year of his reign. These were the two last writers of the Old Testament.

3.  “in the Holy writings”

a.  This message of eternal salvation has not only been promised verbally and announced through human beings, but it has also been put down in writing for all eternity.


b.  God’s promise is an eternal promise because He has formally committed it to writing in the Word of God, which lives and continues forever.


c.  We have God’s promise in writing in the Holy Scriptures.  We have a written guarantee of our eternal salvation.


d.  This passage tells us that God’s prophets were the ones authorized to declare His message of salvation, but also to commit it to writing.


e.    Before Bibles were written there was revelation by God Holy Spirit, 2 Sam 23:2; Ezek 2:2, 8:3, 11:1, 24; Micah 3:8; Heb 3:7, by angels, through dreams, visions, trances, and the voice of God the Father.  No one has ever lacked for doctrine.  The Gospel has always been available to those with positive volition.


f.  Once the Canon began to be written, there were four categories of Old Testament revelation.



(1)  God the Father spoke directly to men, Isa 6:9‑10 cf Acts 28:25-27.



(2)  Dreams, which are revelations while the person is in a sleeping state.  Gen 15:12, 31:10‑13; Num 12:6; Dan 10:9.



(3)  Visions, in which the person is wide awake and in an ecstatic state (altered consciousness), Isa 1:1, 6:1; 1 Kings 22:19.



(4)  Angelic teaching, Dt 33:2; Ps 68:17; Acts 7:53; Gal 3:19; angels also teach NT revelation: Rev 1:1; 5:2; 8:3.


f.  The written word of God is sacred or holy because it is God’s eternal promise and guarantee that He will keep His word and provide eternal salvation to anyone who believes in Christ.


g.  The written word of God is holy because God is holy.  Because God is holy He must keep His word; He must keep His promises.  It is so important to God that He demonstrate His love, righteousness, justice, grace, and truthfulness, that He has put this promise in writing for all to read and understand and believe.
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