Romans 1:12




- is the adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “But” with the nominative neuter singular from the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS with the present active indicative third person singular from the verb EIMI, used in “the formula  meaning this or that means; that is to say.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which involves a simple expression of undefined action in the present.  It presents the action as a present fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Paul’s previous statement produces the action of meaning what he is about to describe.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative aorist passive infinitive from the verb SUMPARAKALEW, which means “to be encouraged together” or “to receive encouragement together.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers together into a single whole the encouragement that Paul expects to receive from the Roman believers’ positive volition to his teaching and the encouragement he expects to give them by his teaching.


The passive voice indicates that Paul expects to receive the action of being encouraged by them.


The infinitive is an infinitive of direct object of the verb EIMI.  The entire statement that follows EIMI is the object of this verb.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with you.”  The word in the instrumental indicates the persons who accompany or take part in the action of the verb.
“But that means to receive encouragement together with you”
 - is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS, used in its passive sense, meaning “through what is believed or doctrine.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the first person masculine plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, which means “in one another” or “in each other.”  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “yours” and the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “mine.”  With these two possessive genitive pronouns we have the Homeric Greek enclitic particle TE with the conjunction KAI, used extensively in the New Testament, especially by Luke, “connecting concepts, usually of the same kind [which is how it is used here] or corresponding as opposites.”
  It is usually translated “not only…but also” but can also function like KAI…KAI and be translated “both…and.”
“through the doctrine in each other, both yours and mine.”
Rom 1:12 corrected translation
“But that means to receive encouragement together with you through the doctrine in each other, both yours and mine.”
Explanation:
1.  “But that means to receive encouragement together with you”

a.  Paul continues by explaining what he meant by the statement “that I might share with you a considerable spiritual gift with the result that you might be strengthened.”

b.  The function of Paul’s spiritual communication gift will result in the encouragement of the Roman believers.


c.  The function of their positive volition to his teaching will result in his own encouragement.


d.  Both of them will be an encouragement to the other.


e.  This is the perfect, divine design of the relationship of the pastor-teacher to his congregation.  He receives the greatest encouragement from their love of the word of God.  They receive the greatest encouragement from the doctrine he teaches.


f.  Each receives from the other.  Each party is blessed by the other.  Each party encourages the other.


g.  The pastor and the congregation are in the spiritual life together.  They are inseparably united, and divorce is not an option.  This is only true for a right pastor and his right congregation.  This is why it is an evil in certain denominations where the pastor is uprooted against God’s will and moved to another church.  That is a function of Satan using the jealousy and stupidity of the leaders of the denomination to perform his will.


h.  Both parties in this union need encouragement, just as both a husband and wife need encouragement from each other in their relationship.  The pastor needs encouragement from the positive volition of the congregation just as much as they need encouragement from his teaching.


i.  The strengthening that these believers would receive would come through the encouragement they received to learn and carry on in the spiritual life.

2.  “through the doctrine in each other, both yours and mine.”

a.  Then Paul gives us the specific method by which each of them would be encouraged—through the doctrine that each of them had in their souls.


b.  The congregation would be encouraged through the doctrine in Paul’s soul as he taught them all that he had learned from the Lord Jesus Christ and God the Holy Spirit.


c.  Paul would be encouraged through the doctrine in their souls that they learned, retained, and applied to execute the spiritual life and glorify God.


d.  We are encouraged by God through the doctrine we learn and apply.


e.  We can be encouraged by other believers, but only by the doctrinal content of their souls and the manifestation of that doctrine in their spiritual lives.


f.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Col 2:2, “in order that their hearts might receive encouragement by having been instructed in virtue-love, and resulting in all [spiritual] wealth from the certainty of understanding because of the full knowledge of the mystery of God from Christ.”



(a)  Encouragement occurs in the right lobe of the soul.




(b)  That means that the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit is necessary before a believer will ever receive any encouragement.




(c)  This is why the believer in carnality cannot and is not encouraged by the teaching of doctrine.




(d)  We receive encouragement from being instructed.  We are instructed by God the Holy Spirit through the teaching ministry of a man with a spiritual communication gift.




(e)  That greatest encouragement we will ever receive will come from our understanding of God’s unconditional virtuous and personal love for us.



(2)  Phil 2:19, “But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, so that I also may be encouraged when I learn of your condition.”  Note that for Paul, encouragement was based upon learning something.



(3)  Col 4:8, “[Tychicus] whom I have sent face to face with you for this very purpose, that you might begin to understand our situation and that he might encourage your hearts;”


(4)  1 Thes 3:2, “and so we sent Timothy, our brother and co-worker of God, to strengthen you and to encourage [you] concerning your doctrine,”


(5)  1 Thes 5:11, “For this reason comfort (and encourage) one another and strengthen one another, just as certainly you are doing.”



(a)  There are two ways you can help other believers in time of crisis.  You can be a comfort and encouragement to them.  You can strengthen them.




(b)  How do you comfort an unbeliever?  You can’t!  You can only give them the gospel with maximum emphasis on the grace of God with a total attitude of grace orientation on your part.




(c)  How do you comfort another believer?  It depends, because there are two kinds—the negative believer with no doctrine and the positive believer who is in a state of shock.    The negative believer is no different than the unbeliever except that he doesn’t need the gospel.  The negative believer needs to be reminded of eternal security and the importance of Bible doctrine as the only answer to problems in life.




(d)  The positive believer is the one you can help the most.





i.  The first thing you must do is have an attitude of grace orientation toward them.  Remember that they are hurting and need grace more than they need your pious words of wisdom.





ii.  The second thing is to help them remember that God is a God of grace.





iii.  Bible doctrine is the only comfort and encouragement for the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  The problem solving devices are the strength of the believer in time of crisis.  The mature believer comforts and encourages other believers by reminding them of God’s grace, God’s plan for their life, and their position in Christ, which includes sharing in the sufferings of Christ.  The mature believer then helps the suffering believer to remember the problem solving devices as the only solution to the problems of life.




(e)  You cannot solve other people’s problems for them, but you can point them in the right direction.  People must solve problems for themselves.  You can comfort and encourage them; you can point them in the right direction, but they must apply their own doctrine to solve their own problems.




(f)  The Holy Spirit is the source of comfort, Acts 9:31, “So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria were having prosperity, having been edified; and advancing in respect for the Lord, in fact in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase.”



(g)  Barnabas encouraged new believers to remain with the Lord, Acts 11:23.




(h)  One of the functions of communication gifts is to “strengthen the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in doctrine, and saying, ‘Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God,’” Acts 14:22.




(i)  The word of God produces encouragement among positive believers, Acts 15:31-32, “And when they had read it, they rejoiced because of its encouragement.  And Judas and Silas, also being prophets themselves, encouraged and strengthened the brethren with a lengthy message.”  Rom 15:4, “For as many doctrines as had been written before, they were for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement from the Scriptures we might have confidence.”



(j)  Encouragement is a grace gift from God, Rom 15:5, “Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus.”



(k)  Positive volition to doctrine is a great comfort to those who teach doctrine, 2 Cor 7:13, “For this reason we have been comforted.”  Compare verses 5-7.




(l)  There is comfort and encouragement in Christ, Phil 2:1, “If therefore there is any comfort (or encouragement) in Christ [and there is]...”



(m)  God has given us eternal encouragement and comfort, 2 Thes 2:16-17, “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, even God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal comfort and good confidence by grace, comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word.”



(n)  Virtue love is encouraging and comforting to others, Phile 7, “For I have come to have much happiness and comfort by your love, because the hearts of the believers have been refreshed through you, brother.”


(6)  1 Thes 5:14, “Moreover, we ask you, brethren, warn the lazy, encourage the discouraged, help the helpless, be patient with all men.”


(7)  Tit 2:4, “so that they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their children.”


(8)  Heb 3:13, “But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called ‘Today’, so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.”
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