Romans 1:10
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 - is the adverb of time PANTOTE, which means “at all times, always” followed by the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of time from the feminine plural article and noun PROSEUCHĒ with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “on the occasion of my prayers.”  The genitive indicates the kind of time or the time during which something takes place.  This could be translated “at the time of my prayers” or “during my prayers.”  Then we have the nominative first person masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb DEOMAI, which means “to ask (in prayer).”

The nominative masculine singular refers to Paul as the subject.


The present tense is an iterative present, which describes an action that occurs at various intervals.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with Paul producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“always during my prayers asking”
- is the interrogative first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if” plus the enclitic indefinite adverb PWS, meaning “somehow, in some way, perhaps.”
  Then we have another adverb of time ĒDĒ, meaning “now.”  This is followed by the enclitic particle of time POTE, which means “at some time or other of the past once, formerly. And in combination with ĒDĒ POTE it means now at last as in Phil 4:10.”

“if perhaps now at last”
 - is the first person singular future passive indicative from the verb EUODOW, which means “to get along well, prosper, or succeed.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms that an action will take place.


The passive voice indicates that Paul will receive the action of succeeding.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative, which involves a simple statement of fact that the action will take place.  Mood does not indicate whether or not the action or state is an objective fact.  It has to do with the way in which the speaker or writer conceives of the action or state, the way in which he affirms it, the statement he makes about it.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular article and noun THELĒMA, which means “by the will” plus the descriptive/possessive genitive masculine singular from the article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which indicates an event that has not in fact happened but is so certain to happen that it is depicted as though it had already happened.


The active voice indicates that Paul will produce the action.


The infinitive is a substantival infinitive, which modifies the action of the main verb (to succeed) as an indirect object.

This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to” or “face to face with you.”
“I will succeed by the will of God in coming to you.”
Rom 1:10 corrected translation
“always during my prayers asking if perhaps now at last I will succeed by the will of God in coming to you.”
Explanation:
1.  “always during my prayers asking”

a.  The entire sentence reads, “For God is my witness, whom I continue to serve with my (human) spirit in the sphere of the message concerning His Son, that I constantly make mention of you, always during my prayers asking if perhaps now at last I will succeed by the will of God in coming to you.”

b.  This phrase picks up where Paul left off in the previous phrase and emphasizes the point of consistency and constancy.  The previous phrase said “I constantly make mention.”  Now Paul adds the statement that he always asks God if he can please go to Rome.


c.  This is a very powerful statement.



(1)  Paul is telling the Romans how much he wanted to go to Rome and evangelize and teach.



(2)  He wanted this so much that he always (not sometimes, but always) asked God in prayer that this might happen.



(3)  Paul normally did not pray for things that were outside of the will of God (2 Cor 12:8 is an exception).  Therefore, he didn’t waste his time asking for things that were not going to happen.



(4)  Being able to go to Rome and teach the word of God was something that Paul wanted very badly, and it was something that God also wanted to have happen.



(5)  So Paul states here that, when he prayed, he always (not sometimes, but always) asked God if he could finally go to Rome.



(6)  This leads to the question that if Paul was always asking to go to Rome, why didn’t he go, when God told him not to go back to Jerusalem?  Obviously, Paul became arrogant and preoccupied with his own wishes and desires, and stopped doing what God wanted him to do, but instead did what he wanted to do.  This is called carnality and being out of fellowship with God.

2.  “if perhaps now at last”

a.  This statement includes both a statement of fact and a potential combined into one.  This is an example of real genius in Paul.  The potential is seen in the word “perhaps/somehow.”  The statement of fact is seen in the indicative mood of the verb “to succeed” with the first class conditional participle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”

b.  Paul knew that he was going to get to Rome because it was definitely the will of God that he go there.


c.  However, what he did not know was exactly when this was going to happen.

d.  The words “now at last” indicate both excitement and eager anticipation on the part of Paul.



(1)  Paul was eager to do the will of God.



(2)  Paul was excited to do the will of God.



(3)  Paul was interested in doing what God wanted him to do.



(4)  He had been waiting a long time to finally go to Rome and proclaim the gospel.  Now he was about to get that chance.


e.  Paul had been asking God every time he prayed, if he could go to Rome yet.  And the answer kept coming back over and over again, “No, not yet.”  Notice that Paul didn’t give up just because he kept getting a “no” answer.  He knew this was the will of God, so he kept on asking until he got a “yes” answer.


f.  The most amazing thing to consider is that after all this persistence in prayer in asking God if he could go to Rome, when he finally did get a “yes” answer to his prayer, he got out of fellowship with God and decided to first go to Jerusalem.


g.  When God gives you as “yes” answer to your prayer, don’t wait and go in the opposite direction.  God’s timing is perfect and you have to go forward in His plan at the right time, that is, when He says “yes.”

h.  Timing is everything in God’s plan.  God was not going to send Paul to Rome at the wrong time and have him fail, or be rejected, or be martyred uselessly.  God needed Paul there at the right time, under the right circumstances, when the church of Rome needed him most.  That time was finally at hand and Paul knew it.  He was eager, ready, and excited to go to Rome, but his sin nature got in the way and stopped him.

3.  “I will succeed by the will of God in coming to you.”

a.  Paul realized that his success was totally dependent upon God.  He was not going to succeed at anything unless it was done by the will of God.  This principle alone should have caused him to realize that going to Jerusalem would never be a successful venture.


b.  Paul knew that if and when he came to Rome he would be successful, because it was God’s will that he go there and be successful.  Paul knew he already had the victory before the game began.  He had the victory because it was God’s game.


c.  We always succeed in the spiritual life by the will of God.  We always fail in the spiritual life by our own will.


d.  Success in the spiritual life requires learning, thinking, deciding, and acting inside the will of God.


e.  God wants us to succeed, but He wants us to succeed perfectly.  This requires waiting on God’s timing, and making decisions in life according to the will, plan, purpose, and desires of God.


f.  God will never make us fail, but He will allow us to make our own bad decisions to make ourselves fail.  However, even when we fail, God has provided the means whereby we can recover and keep moving in the spiritual life.
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